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Ne 1. SATURDAY, January 23, 1779. 


d "oe" novus hic haſpes ? . 
"HEN a PRE” is. duced, into 


a numerous company, he-is-ſcarcely: / 
ſeated bee every body preſent begins to form 


* ; 


ſome notion of his character. The gay, the 


ſprightly, and the inconſiderate, judge of him 
by the cut of his coat, the faſhion of his peri- 


- wig, and the eaſe or awkwardneſs of his bow. 
The cautious citizen, and the proud country- 
gentleman, value him according to the opinion 
they chance to adopt, the one, of the extent 
of his rent- roll, the other, of the length of his 
pedigree; and all eſtimate his merit, in propor- 


tion as he ſeems to poſlefs, or to want, thoſe * 


qualities for which themſelves'wiſly to be ad- 
mired, If, in the- courſe of converſation, they 


chance to diſcover: that he is in uſe to make 
one in the polite cireles of the metropolis ;_ that 


de is familiar wich the Seat, and ſometimes 
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cloſeted with the miniſter; whatever contempt 
or indifference they may at (firſt haue ſnewn, 
or felt themſelves diſpoſed to ſhew, they tat: 
once giye up their own judgment; every ond 
pays a compliment to his own ſagacity, by 
aſſuming the merit of having diſcovered” that 
this ſtranger had the air of a man of faſhion; 


and all vie in their attention and civilityy/in 


wet on CONE a more 2 | 
anceFStri 3: e (15! x —_— n 
An, beg es writer, 3 when he 

. firſt gives his Werks to the Public, is pretty 
much in the ſitustion of the ſtranger. If 
he endeavour to amüſe the young and the 
lively, by the fprightlineſs of his wit, or the 
ſallies of his imagination, the grave and the 
ſerious throw aſide kis works as trifling and 


55 conte mptible. The reader of romance and ſen- 


ww is 


timent finds no pleaſure but in ſome eventful 
ſtory, ſuited wo his taſte and diſpoſition; ; while, 
i him who aims at inſtruction in politics, 
religion, or morality, nothing is reliſhed that 
has not a relation to the object he purſues. 
But no ſooner is the Public informed that 
this unknown Author has already figured in 
the world as A poet, hiſtorian or eſſayiſt; 
that his writings ate read and admited by the 
Shafteſburies, the Addiſons, and the Cheſter- 
„ of the age, * n are diſcovered 
* | | in 


A, 
* 


Ne 1. HE MIRROR. 3 
in every line; he is extolled as a man of uni- 

verſal talents, who can laugh with the merry, 
and be ſerious with the grave; who, at one 
time, can animate his reader with the glowing 
ſentiments of virtue and compaſſion, and at 
another, carry him through the calm um 

tions of ſcience and philoſophy. 

Nor is the world to be blamed. for this gend 1 
neral mode of Judgings: Before an individual | 
can form an opinion for himſelf, he is under a 
neceſſity of reading with attention, of exa- 
mining whether the ſtyle -and- manner of the 
author be ſuited to his ſubjecb, if his thoughts * 
and images be natural, his, obſervations juſt, 
his arguments concluſive; and though all 
this may de done with moderate talents, and 
without any extraordinary ſhare of what is 4.4 
commonly called learning; yet it is a. much 1 
more compendious method, and ſaves much. LE 
| time, and labgur, and reflection, 1 to follow the,s 4 aa 
. God, and to re- echo the opinions of the critics. 1.k #1 

| There is, however, one ſubject, on which i of 
every man thinks, himſelf qualified to decide, YN 
namely, the repreſentation. @f his own character, 
of the characters of thoſe around him, and of $8. "08 
| tbe üge in which he lives; and as I propoſe, 
in the following papers, £* tg; bold, as it were, 
„ the MnROR up to Nature, to ſhem Wi irtue 
3 her own featutes, Vice her en, 
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the very age and body of the Time his form 
„% and preſſure,” my readers will judge for 
themſelves, independent of names and autho- 
rity, whether the picture be a juſt one. This is 
a field, which, however extenſively and judi- 
ciouſly cultivated by my predeceſſors, may ſtill 
produce ſomething new. The follies, the fa- 
ions, and the vices. of mankind, are in con- 
fant fluctuation; and theſe, in their turn, bring 
to light new virtues, or modifications of vir- 


tues, which formerly lay hid in the human 


ſoul, for want of opportunities to exert them. 
Time alone can ſhew whether I be qualified 


for the taſk I have undertaken. No man, with- 
out 2 trial, can judge of his ability to pleaſe the 


Public; and prudence forbids him to truſt the 


| "PRs, of partial friendſhip. 


It may be proper however, without mean- 
wo to anticipate the opinion of the reader, „ 


E ive him ſome of the outlines of my ba A. » 
0 SS: education 1 

A * I am the only ſon of a wa of m 
rate fortune. My parents died when I was an 


infant, leaving me under the guardianſhip al 


an eminent counſellor who came annuall 
viſit an eſtate he had in the neighbourhoo 15 
* father's, and 


the clergyman. of the pa- 
. "riſh,, both. of men of diſtinguiſhed pro- 
wy and.honour, | T by took particular tare 


2,08. | of 
+ -— FH * i | 


tze idle ſcenes of life. 
ts reflection, though it maj 
the occurrences of the d 
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of my education, intending me for one of the 
learned profeſſions. At the age of twenty J 


bad completed my ſtudies, and was preparing 


to enter upon the theatre of the world, when the 
death of a diſtant relation in the metropolis 
left me poſſeſſed of a handſome fortune. I 
ſoon after ſet out on the tour of Europe; and, 


having paſſed five years in viſiting the different bei 
courts on the continent, and examining tbe 


manners, with, at leaſt, as much attention as 


the pictures and buildings of the kingdoms 


through which I paſſed, I returned to my na- 


tive country; where a misfortune of the ten- 


dereſt kind threw me, nnn into re- 


tirement. ; 


By the affiduities of ſome friends, who have 
promiſed to affiſt me in the preſent publication, 


I was prevented from falling a ſacriſice to that 

"®languid inaQivity which a depreſſion of ſpirits 
| * never fails to produce. Without ſeeming to 
do ſo, they engaged me by degrees to divide 
my time detween ſtudy and ſociety ; reſtoring, 8 


by that means, a reliſh for both. I once more 
took a ſhare in the and, ſometimes, in 


ut a mind habituated 


tax which 250900 


neſs exacts, which eve neyointbecart 
cheerfully pays), will often, 41 30: m ume, 
B 3 "I de 

* 


eem occupied with 
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be employed in endeavouring to diſcover the 
ſprings and motives of action, "which are fome- 
times hid from the actors themſelves; to trace 
the progreſs of character through the mazes 
in which it is involved by education or habit; 
to mark thoſe approaches to error into whieh 
unſuſpecting innocence and integrity are too 
adp te be led; and, in general, to inveſtigate 
ttmoſe paſſions and affections of the mind which 
have the chief influence on the n of in- 
dividuals, or of ſociety. 1 ap ; 
If the ſentiments and e to which 
this train of thinking Will naturally give riſe, 
ean be exhibited in this paper, in ſuch a * 
and manner as to afford i amuſement, it will, at 
leaſt, be an innocent one; and, though in- 
AHructiun is, perhaps, hardly to be expected 
tom queh deſultory ſketches, yet their general 
als tendency ſhall ri to cultivate taſte, and im- . 
. * ee „ee * 3119 7 oh + 
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| 0 child" ever WI eum des n the | 
ſtory of 1 Fark the Gim Killers cap "of . 
Ae vichout envying the qpleaſures of i- - 
ſibility; and the idea of Gyges : Ring SER * 
I believe; many a grave mouth water. 
This power is, in ſome degree, poſſeſſed by 
the writer of an anonymous paper. He can at 
leaſt exerciſe: it for a purpoſe for which people 
would be moſt apt to uſe the privilege of being 
inviſible, to "waits that of hearing what is ſaid of { 
RA» einn 15:4 ” 
A few dels Y — | | 
Fir Number, I ſallied forth, with all the ad- 
vantages of inviſibility, to hear an accoumt of 
_ _ myſelf and my paper. 1 muſt confeſs, hows. 
ever, that, for ſome time, I was mortified by 
hearing no ſuch account at all; the fit com- 
pany 1 viſited being dull enough to talk of lark 7 
night's Advertiſer, inſtead* of the Mirror; and 
the ſecond, which conſiſted of ladies, to whom 
I ventured to mention the appearance of my 
Firſt Number, making 2 fudden digreſſion to 
the price of a new- faſhioned luteſtringz and the 
colour of the trimming with which it would 
Bü de 
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be proper to make it up into a gown. Nor 
was | more fortunate in the third place, where I 


contrived to introduce the ſubject of my pub- 
Rae 3g though it was a coffee-houſe, where it 


is actually taken in for the uſe of the cuſtom- 
> ere; a ſet of old gentlemen at one table, throw- 


ing it aſide to talk oyer a bargain; and a com- 
pany of young ones, at another, breaking off in 
3 middle to decide a match at bhilliards. 

It was not till 1 arrived at the place of its 
. that I met with any traces of its fame. In 
the well-known ſhop of my Editor I found it the 
ſubject of converſationʒ though I muſt own that, 
even here, ſome little quackery was uſed for the 
purpoſe, as he had taken Care to have ſeveral co- 
pies lying open on the table, beſides the con- 
ſpicuous appearance of the ſubſeription- paper 
nung up fronting the door, with- the word 


Mignon a- top, printed in large capitals. 


The firſt queſtion J found agitated was con- 


» &erving-the author, that being a point within FR 


ie reach of every capacity. Mr. Creech, tho“ 
much importuned on this head, knew his bu- 
ſineſs better than to ſatisfy their curioſity: ſo 
the hounds were cat off to find bim, and many 
a different (cent they hit on. Firſt, he was a 
 Clergyman, th en a Profe er, then a Player, then 
a Gentleman'of the Exchequer who writes pla, 
then z Oye" + a Doctor of * a 88 a. 


vw, 


- 


* 
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of the Cuftoms, a Baron of the Exchequer, a Lord 
of Seſſion, a Peer of the Realm. A critic, who 
talked much about Kyle, was poſitive as to the 
ſex of the writer, and declared it to be female, 
ſtrengthening his conjecture by the name of the 

paper, which, he ſaid, would not readily have , 

. occunigd to a man. He added, that it was full 

of Scotticiſms, which ſufficiently a it to be 

a home-production. 

This led to animadverſians on the work . 
ſeas, which were begun by an obſervation of my 
own, that it ſeemed, from the ſlight peruſal 1 
had given it, to be tolerably well written. The 
critic above mentioned ſtrenuouſſy ſupported 
the contrary opinion; and concluded his ſtric- 
tures, on this particular publication, with a ge- 
neral remark on all modern ones, that there was 
no force of thought, nor beauty of compoſitions 

bas be found in them. — . 

An elderly gentleman, who. ſaid br had a, 1 
| 5 at the Author, prognoſticated, that tg 
paper would be uſed as the vehicle of a ſyſtem of © 

Scepticiſin, and chat he had very: little doubt 7 

ſeeing Mr. Hume's poſthumous works intro- 

duced in it. A ſhort ſquat man, with, a car- 
buncled face, maintained, that it was deſigned 

co propagate Methodiſm; and ſaid, he believed 

„5 to be the — of a diſciple of Mr, John 

Welley. A gentleman in a gold chain differed 


10 THE MIRROR. No 2. 
ſrom both; and told us he had been informed, 
from very good authority, that we deren was 
intended ſor political purpoſes. 5 

A ſmart-looking young 8 green, ſaid, 
4” be was ſure it would be very ſatirical: his com- 
panion, in ſcarlet, was equally certain that it 


dvwould be very ſtupid. But with this lat pre- 
RF dition I was not much offended, when I diſ- 
= . covered that its author had not read the Firſt 


Number, but only e e Creech 
where: it was publiſhed. 
A plump round 3 near the 8 who 


paper, cloſed the debate, by obſerving; with a 
grave aſpect, that as the Author was anonymous, 
it was proper to be very cautious in talking of 
the performance. After glancing over the pages, 
be ſaid, be Gould have wiſhed/ they had ſet 
apart à corner for intelligence. from America: 


's A but, having taken off his ſpectacles, wiped, 
und put them inge their caſe, he ſaid, with a 


tone of diſcovery, he had found out the reaſon 


neue n 
Veen gening home to my lodgings, and e. 


285 7 


to theſe ls: at ues; by: can n 


3 1. | f | k ing 


* 
*. 


nad juſt put on his ſpeRacles to examine the 


why there was nothing of that ſort in te 
Mik ROR; it was in order to > due, the es 55 


| 
| 


etna what I bad heard, I was for fome 
time; in doubt, Whether 1 ſhould not put an end 


; 3 : : * | . 
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ing my name and intentions to the world, 
But I am prevented from diſcovering the firſt 
by a certain baſhfulneſs, of which even my tra- 
vels have not been able. to cure me; from de- 
claring the laſt, by being really unable to de- 


clare them. The complexion of my paper wil! 
depend on a thoufand circumſtances which it $f 
is impoſſible to foreſee. - Beſides theſe” little WW 


changes, to which every. one is liable from ex- 


ternal circumſtances, 1+ muſt fairly acknow-. 


N that my mind is natutally much more 
various athan my ſituation. The diſpoſition of 


temper of the man: in the firſt character I may 
. ſporti veneſs to Which I am 


n, ofthe Min xo ·/ 3 


The general di of «my. Seabees — 
3 Fee have ſignified in my Firſt Number, 


5 ; in alluſion to: my title 2 Imean to thew! the 


world what it is, and will ſometimes n 5 


to point out what it ſfould' be. 
. Somebody has compared the. — Ws * A 
5 - periodical paper of this Kind, to the owner of-a 
ſtage- coach, who is obliged to run his vehicle 


with or without paſſengers. One might carry 


A the alluſion through various points of ſimi- 
Iarity. IL muſt confeſs to my en that 
. 36 16.3 dhe 


the author will not always correſpond: with the 


-a firanger in che latter, and eſcape from a train 
of very different en, into the occaſional 


7 


24 
* 


* 
* F 


©. than mine. 


: dt * has — travelled again and 
1 that too in much better carriages 
I. would only inſinuate, that, 
£4 though the great objects are ſtill the ſame, 
thare are certain little edifices, ſome beautiful, 
ee ſome groteſque, and ſome ridiculous, gyhich 
 . people, on every ſide of the road, are daily 
N duilding, in the proſpect of which we may find 
ſiome amluſement. Their fellow- paſſengers will 
"ſometimes be perfens of high, and domgtimes 
of lo rank, ac in other. tage-coamhes; like 
| - them too, ſometimes: grave, ſometimes face · 
. . 4ious; but that ladies, and men af, delicacyy 
may nat be afraid to take plases, they-may: | 
- Aſſured, that no — wer pe | | 
l er eee 
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Ne 11 Tr VESDAY, Furuary 2, TRI. 
Forman guidem ipſam et faciem” Bonefti N 


gue, ft aculis cerneretur, mi 'rabtles amores ex- 


citaret fc aparge . "TIE DE Orrie. 


HE philoſopher, and the mere man # 
ftaſte, differ from each other chiefly" in 


ing into the principles or eauſes from which 


that pleaſure proceeds; but the philoſophical / 
inquiter, not not ſatisfied with the effect which ob- 
jeas* Viewed by Mm produce, endeavours to 


diſcover the reaſdns why ſome of thoſe ob- 
jects give pleaſure, and others diſguſt; why 
one compoſition is agreeable, and another the 


reverſe. Hence have ariſen the various lyſtems 855 


with regard to the principles of beauty; and 


hence the rules, which, deduced from thoſe 


principles, have been eſtabliſhed by the criti c. * 
In the courſe of theſe inveſtigatioms, Füribuz 


theories have been invented to explain the dif-. 
ſerent qualities, which, when aſſembled toge- 


mer, conſtitute beauty, and produte that feel- 
ing which ariſes in the mind from the ſight of 

' a beautiful object. Some Philoſophers have 
. mat chis feeling ariſes from the ſight or 


6; that che latter is ſatſsfed with the plea< | 
ſure he receives from objects without enquir- 


„„ EHE MIRROR. Ko 3. 
examination of an object in which there is a 
proper mixture of uniformity and variety; others 


wy have thought; that, beſides uniformity and 


variety, a number of other qualities enter into 

the res as ofs an en wn is ed 

. W | 

Jo engage in as examination of hoſe a; f- 

| bucht ſyſtems, or to give any opinion of my 

own with regard to them, would involve me in 
a diſcuſſion; too abſtruſe for à paper of this 

kind. I ſhall, however, beg leave to preſent 

my readers with a quotation from a treatiſe, 

intitled, An Inguiry into the Original ef aur 
Ideas , Beauty and Virtue x. Speaking of the 
effect. which the beauty of the human figure 
has upon our minds, the Author A 

. in the following words 

„ There is a further conſideration, which 
| 1 ahh not be paſſed, over concerning the ex- 
8 anal beauty of perſons, which all allow to 
tt have great power over human minds. Now, 
M4 it is ſome apprehended morality, | ſome; na- 


de tural on imagined indication of concomitant 0 


| 66 virtue, which gives it this powerful-charm 5 
. above all other kinds of beauty, Let us 
6 conſider the characters of beauty which are 
« commonly admired in eee, 2M 


. 
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e we ſhall find them to be faeetneſs, mildneſs, 
& majeſty, dignity, vivacity, humility, tender- 
& meſs, good-nature; that is, certain airs, pro- 
& portions, je ne ſgai quoi's, are natural indi- 
&« cations of ſuch virtues, or of abilities or diſ- 
« poſitions towards them, As we obſerved 
« above, of miſery or diſtreſs - appearing. in 
„ countenances; ſo it is certain, almoſt all 


© habitual diſpoſitions of mind form the coun- 


2 tenance, in ſuch a manner as to give ſome 
« indications to the ſpectator. Our violent 
« paſſions are obvious, at firſt view, in the 
« countenance, ſo that ſometimes no art can 


e conceal them; and ſmaller degrees of them | 


« give. ſame leſs obvious turns to the s 
„ which-an accurate eye will obſerve,” 


What an important leſſon may be ks 


by my fair country women. from the» bbſerva- 
tions contained in this paſſage !. Nature has 
given to their ſex beauty of external form 


greatly ſupetior to that of the other: the 
power which this giyes them over our hearts 
they well know, and they need no dme. 


; how. to exerciſe it; but whoever can give any 
preſeription by which that beauty may be in- 
creaſed, or its decay retarded, is a uſeful mo- 
nitor, and a benevolent friend. 


Now I am inclined to think, that a e . 


tion w be extracted from the unfaſhionable 


\ | _— | 


* 
—_— —_ — 
——ũ—ũ4̈’ — 
— — — 2 a 
— 


— 


I * 
» 


16 THE MIRROR. Nez. 
philoſopher above quoted, which will be more 
effectual in heightening and preſerving the 
beauty of the ladies, than all the pearl pow- 
der, or other coſmetics of the perfumer's ſhop. 
I hope I ſhall not be miſunderſtood, and I beg 
my fair readers m Pq not think me ſo ill- bred, 
or ſo ignorant of the world, as to recommend 
| the qualities mentioned in the above paſſage, 
on account of their having any intrinſic value. 
4 Yo recommend to the world to embrace vir- 
tue for its own ſake, ſhould be left to ſuch an- 
tiquated fellows as the Heathen philoſopher 
from whom I have taken the motto of this - 
Number, or the modern philoſopher. who has 
| borrowed much from his writings ; but I would 
* not with to fully my paper, or to prevent its 
N currency in the faſhionable Ne by we ob- 
| dete doctrines.. io 
Far be it from me, We fo 3 as to 
hint 10 a fine lady, that ſhe ſhould ſometimes. 
at home, or retire to the country with 
and dulleſt of all dull companions, a huſband, 
becauſe it is the duty of : a. wife to pay atten- 
tion to her ſpouſe; that ihe ſhould ſpeak ci- 
villy. to her- ſervants, becauſe. it is agreeable to 
the fitneſs ef things,” that people under us 
ſhould be well treated; that ſhe ſhould give 
up play, or late hours upon Sunday, becauſe 
the w_ 0 Sunday ſhould be devoted to 
ö . 9 _ religion, 
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religion. I know well, that nothing is 0 un- 
faſhionable as for a huſband and wife to be 
often together; that it is beneath a fine lady 
to give attention to domeſtic .azconomy, or to 
| If ſo far as to conſider ſervants to 
ſpecies with their miſtreſſes ; 
ag to church is fit only for fools 
and old women. t though. I do not recom 
mend the above, or the like practices, on“ x 
their own account, and in ſo far muſt-differ ; '% 554 
from the philoſophical gentlemen I have refer- | 
| red to; yet, I think, whatyfhey recommend 
ought- to be attended to, for the good effects 
it may have an female beauty. Tnough I am 
aware, that every fine lady is apt, like Lady 3 
Tawnly, to faint at the very deſcription of the 
pleaſures of the country ; yet ſhe oughs/'to be 
induced to ſpend ſome” of her time-there, ven 
though it ſhould be her huſband's; principal 
place of reſidence; "becauſe the tranquillity, 
and freſh air of the country, may repair ſome 
of the devaſtations which a winter campaign 
in town may have made - - upon her cheeks, 
Though I know alſay, that ſpending Sufiflay” _ 
| like a good Chriſtian is the moſt tireſome ans 
unfaſhionable of all things; yet, perhapy 
ſome obſervance of the Sabbath, and 4 Meile 
regularity on that day, by going to churchy, * 
and getting early to bed, may ſmooth” tho 
"I 
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wtinkles which the late hours of the other ſix 
are apt to produce: and though economy, or 
attention to a huſband's affafrs, Is, I allow, a 
mean and vulgar thing in jtſelf; yet, poſſibly, 
it ſhould be ſo far attended to as to prevent 
that huſband's total ruin; becauſe duns, and 
the other inpertinent concomitants of bank 
ruptcy, are apt, from the trouble they occa· 


5 4; ſion, to ſpoil a fine face before its time. In 


like manner, though I grant it is below à fine 
lady to | cultivate” the qualities of ſweetneſs, 


becauſe ſhe is taught that it is her duty to do 


o; I would, nevertheleſs, humbly propoſe to 


the ladies, ta be good-humoured, to be mild to 
their -domeſtics, nay, to be complaiſant even 
o their huſbands/; becauſe good- humour, 
_mildneſs, and complaiſance, are good for their 


faces. Attention to theſe qualities, I am in- 


olined to believe, will do more for their beau- 
ty, chan rhe fineſt paint the moſt ſkilfully laid 


n; the culture of them will give a higher 
laftre to their complexion, without any dan- 


milaneſi, bumilim. tenderneſs, or | good-nature, 


ger of this colouting being rubbed off, or the 


5 Hatural ee of 85 mn being hurt by" its - 


ue. 


Let every wth West 888 der, und 


E whenever ſhe ſays on does a good- humoured 


ting, He adds a new beauty to her counte- 
3.248 nance z 


—— - — 


7 N- 3. THE MIRROR. 129 


£ nance; that by giving. ſome attention to the 
affairs of her family, and now and then living 
regularly, and abſtaining from the late hours of 
diſipation, ſhe will keep off, ſomewhat. longer 
than otherwiſe, the wrinkles of age; and I 9 


would hope the preſeription Þ have given may, 
amid{t the more important cares of e - 
oor deſerving of her attention. re 
This preſcription muſt, from, its. aa 11 
confined to the ladies, beauty i in perfection be- 
ing their prerogative, ,, To recommend virtue 
to our fine gentlemen, becauſe vice might hurt 
their ſhapes, or ſpoil their faces, may appear 
ſomewhat like irony, which, on ſo ſerious 'a. 
ſubject, I wodld'wifh to avoid. Some con- 
ſiderations may, however, be ſuggeſted, why 
even a fine gentliman may ſind his account in an 
occaſional practice of virtue, without derogating | 
from the dignity of that character which it coſts * 
him ſo much labous to attain and theſe may 
| „ ſubject of ee 1h RT lf 
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Ne 4 Sarunpar, Pikes 6, 1779- 
Melior, - pie docuere par . it? Tos. 


HE following letter I receibedt F an 

unknown correſpondent. The ſubject 
of it is ſo important, that I ſhall probably take 
ſome future opportunity of giving my ſentiments 
on it to the Public: in the mean time I am per- 
ſuaded it will afford matter of much ſerious con- 


; nen to _ of my * e 385 
10 the ; AvTnon of the Minot. =Y 
81 8 | 


A* the age of twenty-five, ſucceeded to n 
eſtate of 1 Sol a year by the death of a 
Father, by whom I was tenderly belove 
for whoſe memory I flil retain the moſt fit 
Tegard. . Not long after, I married 'a lady, to 
, whom I had for je. time been'warmly : attach- 
ed. As neither of us were fond of the buſtle 
of the world, and ag we found it every day be- 
Tome more irkſome, we wok the reſolution of 
quitting it altogether; and ſoon after retired to 
424 family-ſcat, which has been the favourite re- 
ſſdence of my anceſtors for many ſucceſlive 
3 —_— | 


Where « 
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There I paſſed my days in as perfect happi - 
neſs as any reaſonable man can expect to find 
in this world. My affection and eſteem for 
my wife increaſed daily; and as ſhe brought 


me three fine children, two boys and a girl, 


their prattle afforded a new fund of amuſe- 
ment. There were, "likewiſe, in our neigh- 


bourhood ſeveral ' families that might have 


adorned any ſociety, with whom we lived on an 


_ eaſy, friendly footing, free from the reſtraints 


of ceremony, which, in the great world, may, 


perhaps, be neceſſary, but, i in"privace Geer are 
| the bane of all ſocial intercourſe. 


There is no ſtate, however, entirely free "I. 


are and uneafineſs, My ſolicitude about my 
children increaſed with their years. My boys, 
in particular, gave me'a thouſand anxious 


thoughts. Many plans of education we 
poſed for them, of which the advanta and 


diſadvantages were ſo equally balanced, as to 


fender the choice of any” one a matter of * 
ſmall perplexity. * 


Meantime the boys gr grew up; 2 the Adel, 


Who was a year older than his brother, 4 np 1 
entered his tenth year, when an uncle A 
wife, who, by his ſervices in parliag 


an aſſiduous attendance at court, mens ad 


a very conſiderable office under government, 
 honoured- us with a viſit. | He. ſeemed much 


* 
7 
4 
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| pleaſed with the looks, the ſpirit; and promiſing 
appearance of my aas; he paid me many com- 
pliments on the occaſion, and I liſtened to him 
with all the pleaſure a fond parent feels i in rar 
ing the praiſes of his children. | 
After he had been ſome days with us, he 
aſked me in what manner I propoſed to edu-- 
cate the boys, aud what my views were as to 
their eſtabliſhment! in the world? I; told him 
all my doubts and perplexities. He enlarged 
on the abſurdity of the old- faſhioned ſyſtem of 
education, as he termed it, and talked much 
of the folly of ſending a boy to Eton or Weſt-. 
minſter, to waſte the moſt: precious. years of his 
life in acquiring languages of little or no real 
uſe in the world; and begged leave to ſuggeſt 
a plan, which, he ſaid, had been attended 
with the greateſt ſucceſs in à variety of 1 
ſtances that had fallen ieee, ner 
lar knowledge. ei ER Bs ot 344] , | 
His ſcheme was to end _ hel: — two: ů 
or three years to a private ſchool in the neigh 
bouthood of London, where they. might get 
rid of their provinsial dialect, which; he ob- 
 keryed, would be alone ſufficient to diſappoint 
all hopes:.of their futare. advancement. Hie * 
propoſed to ſend them aſterwards to an aca- 
demy at Paris, to acquire the French. language, 
8 other accom pülhmene nette fit 
theo 
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them for the world. When your eldeſt ſon,” 
added. he, is thus qualified, it will be eaſy for. 
me to get bim appointed ſecretary to an embaſ- 


y; and if he ſhall then poſſeſs thoſe abilities of 


which he has now every appearance, I make no 


doubt I ſhall be able to procure him a ſeat in 


parliament; and there will be no office in the 
ſtate to Which he may not aſpice. - As to your. 
ſecond ſon, give him the ſame education you, 
give his brother; and, when he is of a proper 
age, get him a commiſſion in the army, and puſh 
him on in that line as faſt as poſſible?” | 

_ Though I ſome obſections to this 8 
vets: L muſt, confe(s,;the;flattering proſpect of 
ambition it qpened,. had a conſiderable effect 
upon my mind and, as my wife, who had 
been taught 8 the opinions of her kinſ- 
man with the, utmoſt deference, warmly fe. 
Londed his LL at length, though not 
without reluctance, gave my aſſent to it. When. 
the day of departuse came, I accompanied my 
boys part of the way; and, at taking leave % 
them, felt a pang, I then endeavqured to con- 


ceal, and which I need not no attempt to de- 


ſcribe. 30 i 141 7 10s 54 (a; N *. * Is 'S A, 545 4 | THE l 


I had the; fatisfaRion - to receive, fri whine! 
1 time the moſt pleaſing accounts of their 
rn ;: and after we went: 10 Paris, I Was 
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ſtill more and more flattered with what 1 heard 
of their improvement. 
At length the wiſhed- for period of their re- 
turn approached : I heard of their arrival in 
Britain, and that, by a certain day, we might 
expect to ſee them at home. We were all im- 
patience: my daughter, in particular, did no- 
thing but count the hours and minutes, and 
hardly ſhut her eyes the night preceding the day 
on which her brothers were expected: her mo- 
ther and I, though we bw phe it ws felt, l 
believe, equal anxiety 
; When the day came, my girl, hs 2 been 
een ftantly on the look-out, ran to tell me ſhe 
ſaw a poſt- chaiſe driving to the gate. We 
| hurried down to receive the boys. But, judge 
of my aſtoniſhment, when I.ſaw two pale ema- 
ciated figures get out of the carriage, in their 
dreſs and looks reſembling monkies rather than 
human creatures. What was' ſtill worſe, their 
- manners were more diſpleaſing than their ap- 
pearance. When my daughter ran up, with 
tteears of joy in her eyes, to embrace her bro- 
tter, he held her from him, and burſt into an 
immoderate fit of laughter at ſomething in her 
- _ dreſs that appeared to him ridieulous. He was 
joined in the laugh by his younger brother, who 
. © was pleaſed, however, to ſay, that the gir] was 
not ene, and, when n to put on 
, her 
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her clothes, and to uſe a little rouge, would be 
tolerable. 

Mortified as I was at this impertinence, the 
partiality of a parent led me to impute it, in a 
great meaſure, to the levity of youth; and I ſtil! 
flattered myſelf that matters were not ſo bad as 

"they appeared ts be. In theſe hopes I ſat down 
.to dinner, But there the behaviour of the | 
young genalemen did not, by any means, tend 

to leſſen my chagrin: there was nothing at 
table, they could eat; they ran out. in praiſe of 
French cookery, ths. ſeemed even to be adepts 
in the ſcience: they knew the component in- 
gredients of#the moſt faſhionable ragoos and fri- 
tandeaus, and were acquainted with the names 
and characters of the moſt celebrated practition- 7 
ers of the art in Paris. : 

To ſtop this Tnundatjon of. abſurdity, and, 
at the ſame time; to try the boys further, I in- 
ttoduced forme topics of converſation, on Which 
they oughe to Fave been able to ſay ſomething. 
But, on theſe fabjects, they were perfectly 
mute; and TI could plainly ſee their ſilence did 
not proceed from the tholleſty and diffdence 
natural to youth, but from the moſt perfect and 
profound ignorance- They ſoon, however, 

took their revenge for the reſtraint thus impoſed 
on them. In their turn they began to talk of 


things, which, to the reſt of the company, 
Vor. I, Cc 
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were altogether unintelligible. After ſome 


converſation, the drift of which we could not 
diſcover, they got into a keen debate on the 
comparative merit of the Dos de Puce, and the 


Puce en Couches; and, in the courſe of their 


argument, uſed words and phraſes which to us 
were equally incomprehenſible as the ſubject 


on which they were employed. Not long after 


my poor girl was covered with confuſion, on her 
brother's aſking her, If ſhe did not think the 
Cuiſſe de la Reine the prettieſt thing in the world? 

But, Sir, I ſhould be happy, were I able to 
Gay, that ignorance and folly, bad as they are, 


mere all I had to complain of. I am ſorry to 


add, that my young men ſeem to have made 
an equal progreſs in vice. It was but the other 


day I happened to obſerve to the eldeſt, that it 


made me uneaſy to ſee his brother look ſo very 
ill; to which he replied, with-an air of the moſt 


_ eaſy indifference, that poor Charles had been a 


little unfortunate in an affair with an Opera- 
girl at Paris; but, for my part, added he, I 


never ran thoſe hazards, as I always confined 
| my amours to women of faſhion, 


In ſhort, Sir, theſe unfortunate youths have 


returned ignorant of every thing they ought to 


know; their minds corrupted, and their bodies 
debilitated, by a courſe of premature debauchery. 
1 can 2 ſee that I do not ome either their 

x 4 confi- 
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confidence or affection; and they even ſeem to 
deſpiſe me for the want of thoſe frivolous accom- 
pliſhments on which they value themſelves fo 
highly, In this ſituation, what is to be done ? 
Their vanity and conceit make them incapable 
of liſtening to reaſon or advice; and to uſe the 


authority of a parent, would probably be as in- 


effectual for their improvement, as to me it would 
be unpleaſant. 

I have thus, Sir, laid my caſe before you, in 

hopes of being favoured with your ſentiments 

upon it. Poſſibly it may be of ſome benefit to 

the public, by ſerving as a beacon to others in 

ſimilar circumſtances. As to myſelf, I hardly 


expect you will be able to point out a remedy - 


for that affliction which preys upon the mind, 

and, in all likelihood, will ſhorten the days, of 
. Your unfortunate humble ſervant, 

ey "PEN? © 0" L. G. 


- 


NOTES to nba 


. Vitrevs's favours have been received, and ſhall 
be duly attended to. 


Letter ſigned A. Z. * Eg 22 D. 


are under conſideration. 


On Wedneſday next ("Tueſday being a 
for the day of the National F aſt) will be pubs, i 
liſhed Ne 5, 5 
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Ne 5. WEDNESDAY, February 10, 1779. 
EpanTRY, in the common ſenſe of the 
word, means an abſurd oftentation of 
learning, and ſtiffneſs of phraſeology, proceed- 
ing from a miſguided knowledge of books, and 
a total ignorance of men. 
But I have often thought, that we might ex- 


tend its ſignification a good deal farther ; and, 


in general, apply it to that failing, which diſ- 
poſes a perſon to obtrude upon others ſubjects of 
conyerſation relating to his N WP, ſtu- 


dies, or amuſement, _ 


In this ſenſe of the phraſe, we ſhould find 
pedants i in every character and condition of life. 
Inſtead of a black coat and plain ſhirt, we 
ſhould often ſee pedantry, appear in an embtoi- 
dered ſuit and Bruſſels lace; inſtead of being 
bedaubed with ſnuff, we ſhould find it breathing 
perfumes ; and, in place of a- book - worm, 
crawling through the gloomy cloifters of an uni- 


. usch we ſhould mark it in the ſtate of a Sild- 


ed butterfly, buzzing through the gay 3 -of 


| the drawing-room. 5 
Kobert Daiſe 7 Eſq; is a pedant of Wis laſt 
Find. When he tells you that his ruffles coſt 


bets twenty guineas a pair; that his buttons were 


"Ys elt of the kind, made by one of the moſt 


eminent 


: x 
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eminent artiſts in Birmingham; that his buckles 
were procured by means of a friend at Paris, 
and are the exact pattern of thoſe worn by the 
Comte d' Artois ; that the loop of his hat was of 
his own contrivance, and has ſet the faſhion to 
half a dozen of the fineſt fellows in town: when 
he deſcants on all theſe particulars, with that 
ſmile of ſelf- complacency which fits for ever on 
his cheek, he is as much a pedant as his quon- 


dam tutor, who recites verſes from Pindar, tells 


ſtories out of Herodotus, and talks for an hour 


on the energy of the Greek particles. < #28 
But Mr. Daiſey is ſtruck dumb by the ap- 


proach of his brother Sir Thomas, whoſe pe- 
dantry goes a pitch higher, and pours out all 


the intelligence of France and Italy, whence . 
the young Baronet is juſt returned, after a tour * 
of fifteen months over all the kingdoms of te 


continent, Talk of muſic, he cuts you ſhort 


with the hiſtory of the firſt ſinger at Naples; of 
painting, he runs you down with a deſcription - 


of the gallery at Florence; of architecture, he 


overwhelms you with the dimenſions of St. Pe- 


, 


* d 


2 


1 


ters, or the great church at Antwerp; or, if 


you leave the province of art altogether, and 


introduce the name of a river or hill, he in- 
ſtantly deluges you with the Rhine, or makes 


you dizzy with the height of * or pd 
Blanc. 


C "EEE. | d 


* 


riety. 


Sag 88880 158 of the ſcarcity of money at preſent, 
| and 
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Miſs will have no difficulty of owning her 
great aunt to be a pedant, when ſhe talks all 
the time of dinner on the compoſition of the 
pudding, or the feaſoning of the mince-pies ; 
or enters into a diſquiſition on the figure. of 


the damaſk table- cloth, with a word or two on 


the thrift of making one's own linen: but the 


Young lady will be ſurpriſed when J inform her, 


that her own hiftory of laſt Thurſday's aſſem- 


bly, with the epiſode of Lady Di's feather, and 


the digreſſion to the qualities of Mr. Frizzle 
the hair-dreſſer, was alſo a piece of downright 


. pedantry. 


Mrs. Caudle is guilty of the ſame Vena 
when ſhe recounts the numberleſs witticiſms 
of her daughter Emmy, deſcribes the droll figure 
her little Bill made yeſterday at trying on his 


firſt pair of breeches, and informs us, that 


Bobly has got ſeven teeth, and is juſt cutting an 


eighth, though he will be but nine months old 


next Wedneſday at fix o'clock in the evening. 


Nor is her pedantry leſs diſguſting, when ſhe 


proceeds to enumerate the virtues and good 


. qualities of her huſband ; though this laſt 958 
cies is ſo uncommon, that it may, perhaps, be 


admitted into converlation for the ſake yo ba- 


— * is the nate of pedants, _ 
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and that he is amazed how people can afford 

to live as they do; that, for his part, though 

he has a tolerable. fortune, he finds it ex- 

ceeqgingly difficult to command caſh for his oc- 

eaſions; that trade is fo dead, and debts ſo 

ill paid at preſent, that he was obliged to ſell 

fome ſhares of bank ſtock to make up the price 

of his laſt purchaſe; and had actually coun- 

termanded a ſervice of plate, elſe he ſhould 

have been obliged to ſtrike ſeveral names out 

of the liſt of his weekly penſioners; and that 

this apology was ſuſtained t'other day by th 

noble company (giving you a liſt of three ot 

four peers, and their families) who did him 

the honour to eat a bit of mutton with him. WE 

All this, however, is true. As is alfo another | 

anecdote, which Muclworm forgot to mention: 

his firſt couſin dined that day with the ſervants, 

who took compaſſion on the lad, after he had 
been turned down ſtairs, with a refuſal of 
twenty N to ſet him up in the trade of a 


ſhoemaker. - 

There is pedantry in every diſquiſition, how- 8 
ever maſterly it may be, that ſtops the general * 
converſation of the company. When Silius * 
delivers that ſort of lecture he is apt to get y 


into, though it is ſupported by the moſt exten- + 
five. information and the cleareſt diſcernment; - » * 
it is ſtill pedantry; and, while I admire the 
| C4 __ talents © 


* 
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talents of Silius, J cannot help being uneaſy at 
his exhibition of them. In the courſe of this 


diſſertation, the farther a man proceeds, the more 


he ſeems to acquire ſtrength and inclination for 
the progreſs. -'Laft night after ſupper, Silius 


began upon Proteflantiſm, proceeded to the Triſh 


maſſacre, went through the Revalmiion, drew the 
character of King William, repeated anecdotes 


of Schomberg, and ended at a quarter paſt twelve, 
by delineatingethe courſe of the, Boyne, in half a 
bumper of port, upon my beſt table; which 


river, happening to overflow its banks, did infi- 


nite damage to 5 in e 8 white ſattin 


In ſhort, every wing in this ſenſs of the 


word, is Pedantry, which tends to deſtroy that 


equality of converſation which is neceſfary to 


the perfect eaſe and good-humour of the com- 


pany. Every one would be ftruck with the 
unpoliteneſs of that perſon's behaviour, who 
ſhould help himſelf to a whole plate of peaſe or 
ſtrawberries which ſome friend had ſent him for 


a rarity in the beginning of the ſeaſon. Now, 


. Converſation is one of thoſe good things of which 
our: gueſts or companions are equally intitled to | 
a ſhare, 2s of any other conſtituent part of the 


entertainment; and it is as eſſential a want of 


_ . politeneſs to engroſs the one, as to monopolize 


the * . : | | 
Beſides, 


$1 | * 8 , 
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Beſides, it unfortunately happens, that wels 
very inadequate judges of the value of our own 
diſcourſe, or the rate at which the diſpolitions = 
of our company. will incline them to hold it. 
The reflections we make, and the ſtories we tell, 
are to be judged of by others, who may hold a 
very different opinion of their acuteneſs or their 
humour. It will be prudent, therefore, to con- 
ſider, that the diſh we bring to this entertain- 2 
ment, however pleaſing to our own taſte; may 
prove but moderately palatable to thoſe we mean 
to treat with it; and that, to every man, as well 
as ourſelves (except a few very humble ones), 
his own converſation is the plate of 9 Seb. 
mn; of 5 
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No 6. SaTuRDAY, February 13, 1779. 


Nec excitatur claſſico miles truci, 
? Nec horret iratum mare; 3 
Forumgue vitat, et ſuperba civium 
Potentiorum limina. e. 
Rear talents are uſually attended with 
a proportional deſire of exerting them; 
and indeed, were it otherwiſe, they would be, 
in a great meaſure, uſeleſs to thoſe who W 


"them, as well as to ſociety. 


But, while this diſpoſition generally leads men 
of high parts and high ſpirit to take a ſhare in 
active life, by engaging in the purſuits of buſi- 
neſs or ambition, there are, amidſt the variety 


- human character, ſome inſtances, in which 


perſons eminently poſſeſſed of thoſe qualities, 
give: way to a contrary diſpoſition. 
A man of an aſpiring. mind and nice ſenſi- 


| bility may, from a wrong direction, or a ro- 
mantic exceſs: of ſpirit, find it difficult to ſub- 
mit to the ordinary purſuits, of life, Filled 
with enthuſiaſtic ideas of the glory of a gene- 
. ral, a ſenator, or a ſtateſman, he may look 


with indifference, or even with diſguſt, on the 


* * brilliant, though, perhaps, not leſs uſeful 


occu- 


. 


* ** N Fl 
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occupations, of the phyſician, the lawyer, or the 
trader, . 

My friend llt Umphraville is a hn Kabi 
inſtance of great talents thus loſt to himſelf and 
to ſociety. The ſingular opinions which have 


influenced his conduct, I have often heard hiq; 


attempt, with great warmth, to defend. 
© In the purſuit of an ordinary profeſſion,” 
would he ſay, & a man of ſpirit and ſenſibility, | 


« while he is ſubjected to diſguſting Occupas 4 


« tions, finds it neceſſary to ſubmit with pa- 
* tience, nay, often with the appearance of 


"66 ſatisfaction, to what he will be apt to eſteem 


« dulneſs, folly, or impertinence, in thoſe from 


ce whoſe countenance, or opinion, he hopes to 
&« derive/ ſucceſs ; and, while he pines in ſecret - - 


« at ſo irkſome a ſituation, perhaps, amidft the 
* crowds with whom he converſes, he may not 


« find a friend to whom he can eommunicate 


* his ſorrows.” 
f, on the other hand,” he would add, 


«© he betakes himſelf to retirement, it is true, 4 


« he cannot hope for an opportunity of per- 


forming ſplendid actions, or of gratifying a 


« paſſion. for glory; but if he attain not all 
< that he wiſhes, he avoids much of what he 
« hates. Within a certain range he will be 
, maſter of his occupations and his company; 


1 K his books will, in part, ſupply the want of 


*% 


(G * 
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&« fociety; and, in contemplation at Raſt, he 

<* may often enjoy thoſe. pleaſures fgom which 
e fortune has precluded him. 

„If the, country, as wil gen generally happen, 
8 e be the place of his reti ement, it will afford a 
s variety of objects . his temper. In 
the proſpect of a lofty mountain, an extenſive ' 

e plain, or the unbounded ocean, he may gra- 
4 © tify his taſte for the ſublime; while the lonely 

04 yale, the hollow bank, or the ſhady wood, will 
t preſent him a retreat ſuited to the thoughtful- 

« neſs of his diſpoſition.” 
Such are the ſentiments which have formed 
the character of Mr. Umphraville, which have 
98 regulated the choice and tenor of his life, 
lis father, a man of generoſity and expence 
aw beyond his fortune, though that had once been 
cConſiderable, left him at the age of twenty-five, 
mull of the high ſentiments natural, at theſe years, 
to a young gentleman brought up as the heir of 
an ancient family, and a large eſtate, with a very 
inconſiderable income to ſupport them; for 
though the remaining part of the family- fortune 
#\,, fill afforded him a rent-roll of 10007. a year, 
his clear revenue could ſcarcely be eſtimated at 
300 J. 

Mr. Umpbraville, though he wanted not a 
reſiſn for polite company and, elegant amuſe- 
e was more iſtinguilhed for an ardent 
deſire 


- ” = * — — 
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our municipal law, or to occupy himſelf in ap- 5 
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deſire of knowledge; in conſequence of which 
he had made an uncommon progreſs in ſeveral 
branches of ſcience. The claſſical writers of 


ancient and modern times, but eſpecially the - 


former, were thoſe from whoſe works he felt 


the higheſt pleaſure yet be had, among other 
branches of learning, obtained a conſiderable® 


knowledge of juriſprudence, and was a tolerable 
proficient in mathematics. 
On theſe laſt circumſtances his friends found- 


| ed their hopes of his riſing in the world. One 
part of them argued, from the progreſs he had 


made in juriſprudence, that he would prove an 
excellent lawyer; the other, that his turn for 
mathematics would. be an uſeful qualification in 


a military life; and all agreed in the neceſſity of 


his following ſome profeſſion in which he might 
have an opportunity of repairing his fortune. 


Mr. Umphraville, however, had very different 


ſentiments. Though he had ſtudied the ſcience 
of juriſprudence with pleaſure, and would not 


have declined the application of its principles, as 


a member of the legiſlature, he felt no great in- 
clination to load his memory with the rules of 


plying them to the unintereſting diſputes of in- 
dividuals; and, though he neither wanted a taſte 


for the art, nor a paſſion for the glory of a ſol- 
. 28 he was full as little diſpoſed to carry a pair 


of Sy 
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of colours at a review, or to line the ſtreets in a 
proceſſion. Nor were his objections to other 
plans of bettering his fortune, either at home or 
abroad, lefs unſurmountable. | 

In ſhort, after deliberating on the wopoſitons 
of his friends, and comparing them with his own 
feelings, Mr. Umphraville concluded, that, as he 
eould not enter into the world in a way ſuited: 
to his inclination and temper, the quiet and re- 
tirement of a country-life, though with a nar- 


ro fortune, would be more conducive to his 


9 


happineſs, than the purſuit of occupations” to- 
which he felt an averſion, even ſhould they be 
attended with a greater degree of ſucceſs than, 


from that circumſtance, he judged to be probable. 


Agreeably to this opinion he took his reſolu- 
tion; and, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of his 


friends, ' retired; a few months after his father's 
death, to His eſtate in the country, where he has 


lived upwards of forty years; his family, ſince 
the death of his mother, a lady of uncommon 
ſenſe and virtue, who ſurvived her huſband ſome 
time, having conſiſted only of himſelf, and an 
unmarried ſiſter, of a diſpoſition yas to his 
own. | 

Neither his circumſtances nor inclination! td 
Mr. Umphraville to partake much of the jollity 
of his neighbours. His farm has never exceeded 
” "ak he found abſolutely neceſſary for the con- 
venience 
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venience of his little family; and though he em- 
ployed himſelf for a few years in extending his 
plantations over the neighbouring grounds, even 
that branch of induſtry he ſoon laid aſide, from a 
habit of indolence, which has daily grown upon 
him; and ſince it has been dropped, his books, 
and ſometimes his gun, with the converſation of 
his ſiſter, and a few friends, who now and then 
viſit him, entirely occupy his time. 

In this ſituation, Mr. Umphraville has natu- 
rally contracted ſeveral peculiarities, both of 
manner and opinion. They are, however, of a 
kind which neither leſſen the original politeneſs 
of the one, nor weaken the natural force and 
ſpirit of the other. In a word, though he has 
contracted ruſt, it is the ruſt of a great mind, 
which, while it throws a certain melancholy re- 
verence around its poſſeſſor, rather enhances 
than detracts from the * N and dignity 
of his character. 

Theſe particulars will ſaflice for introducing 
this gentleman to my readers; and I may after- 
wards take occaſion to gratify ſuch of them as 
wiſh to know ſomewhat more of a life and opi- 
nions with which I have long been intimately 
_ acquainted, 

* 


Nom. ü February 16, 1779. 


Tudecli n hqui, © ULVuc. 


e ueber of the Mirror, 
811 


AMa ſort of retainer to the muſes; and 

though I cannot boaſt of much 2 
with themſelves, hold a ſubordinate intimacy 
wich ſeveral branches of their family. I never 
made verſes, but I can repeat ſeveral thou- 
** fands. Though I am not a writer, I am rec- 
ALoned a very ready expounder of enigmas; 
and I have given many good hints towards the 
compoſition of ſome favourite rebuſes and cha- 
rades. I have alſo a very competent ſhare of 
claflical learning; L.can- canſtrue Latin when 
there is an Engliſh 4 2 on on the oppoſite co- 
lumn, and read reek character with tole- 
rable facility; I Pe a little French, and can 
make ſhift to. upderfiagd the ſubject of an Italian 
pers. 
With theſe qualifeations Sir, I am held i in 
conſiderable eſtimagion. by the wits of both 
ſexes, am ſometimes allowed to clap firſt-at 
3 play, and pronounce a firm encore after a 
* - faſhionable ons. I am conſulted by ſeveral 
4 F | ladies 


LA 
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information of a ſcheme I have formed for mak- 


pathetic ſtory of the diſaſtrous loves of a young 


two very reſpectable names in ſome parts of our 


ancient family-feud, had a mortal antipathy at 
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ladies before they Nick their pin into the cata. 
logue of the circulating library; and have tranſ- 
Jated to ſome polite ee all the mottoes of 
your paper, except the laſt, which, being ſome- 
what crabbed, I did not chuſe to riſk my credit 
by attempting, I have at laſt ventured to put 
myſelf into print in the MIRROR; and fend you 


ing my talents ſerviceable to the republic of let 
ters, 

Every one muſt have obſerved the utility of i a 
proper ſelection of names to a play or a novel. 
The bare ſounds of Monimia or Imoinda ſet a 
tender-hearted young lady a- crying; and a letter 
from Edward to Maria Cora: a Sentiment in 
the very title, | $ 

Were I to illuſtrate this by an ee ex- 
ample, as ſchoolmaſters give exerciſes of bad 
Latin, the truth of my 1 would appear in 
a ſtill ſtronger light, I 

Suppoſe, Sir, one had {tin to write a very 


lady and a young geatleman, the firſt of whom 
was called Gubbins, and the latter Gubbleflones, 


neighbour- country. The Gubbinſes, from an 
the Gubbleſtones; this, however, did not preveng "JF 


the attachment of the heir of the laſt to the heir : 
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eſs of the former ; an attachment begun by ac- 
cident, increaſed by acquaintance, and nouriſhed 
by mutual excellence. But the hatred of the 
fathers was unconquerable ; and old Gubbins 
having -intercepted a letter from young Gubble- 
flones, breathed the moſt horrid denunciations of 
vengeance againſt his daughter, if ever he ſhould 
diſcover the ſmalleſt intercourſe between her 
and the ſon of his enemy; and further, effec- 
tually to ſeclude any chance of an union with ſo. 


; hated a name, he inftantly propoſed a marriage 


between her and a young gentleman lately re- 
turned from his travels, a Mr. Clutterbuck, who 


bad ſeen her at a ball, and was deeply ſmitten 
with her beauty. On being made acquainted 


with this intended match, Gubbleſtanes grew al- 
molt ſrantie with grief and deſpair. Wandering 
round the houſe where his loved Gubbins was. 
confined, he chanced to meet Mr. Clutterbuck 
haſtening to an interview with his deſtined bride. 


5 Stung wich jealouſy and rage, reckleſs of life, 1 
aud regardleſs of the remonſtrances of his rival, 


be drew, and attacked him with deſperate ag | 
Both ſwords were ſheathed at once in the breaſts. 
of the combatants. Clutterbuck died on the pot: 1 
his antagoniſt lived but to be carried to the. 
houſe gf his implacable enemy, and breathed his. 
jet aß the feet of his miſtreſs. The dying Words 


* | * yo the ſucceeding phrenzy and death. 
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of Gubbins, the relenting ſorrow of their parents, 
with a deſcription of the tomb in which Gubbins, 
Gubbleſtones, and Clutterbuck, were laid, finiſh 
the piece, and would leave on the mind of the 
reader the higheſt degree of melancholy and diſ- 
treſs, were it not for the unfortunate ſounds 
which compoſe the names of the aCtors in this 
eventful ſtory; yet theſe names, Mr. Mirror, 
are really and truly right Engliſh ſurnames, and 
have as good a title to be unfortunate as thoſe of 
Mordaunt, Montague, or Howard. 


Nor is it only in the ſublime or the pathetie | 


that a happy choice of names is eſſential to good 
writing. Comedy is ſo much beholden to this 
article, that I have known ſome with ſcarcely 


any wit or character but what was contained in 


the Dramatis Perſona. Every other ſpecies of 
writing, in which humour or character is to be 
perſonified, is in the ſame predicament, and de- 
pends for great part of its applauſe on the knack 
of hitting off a lucky alluſion from the name to 
the perſon, Your brother eſſayiſts have been 
particularly indebted to this invention, for ſup- 
plying them with a very neceſſary material in 
the conſtruction of their papers. In the Specta- 


tor, I find, from an examination of my notes on 


this ſubject, there are 832 names of characters 
and correſpondents, 394 of which are * 
ure and characteriſtic. | . 


Having 
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Having thus ſhewyn the importance of the art 
of name making, I proceed to inform you of my 
plan for aſſiſting authors in this particular, and 
ſaving them that expence of time and ſtudy which 
the invention of names proper for different pur- 
poſes muſt occaſion. 

1 have, from a long: courſe of aſh and 
extenſive reading, joined to an uncommon 
ſtrength of memory, been enabled to form a 
kind of dictionary of names for all ſorts of 
ſubjects, pathetic, ſentimental, ſerious, ſatiri- 
cal, or merry. For noveliſts, I have made a 
collection of the beſt ſounding Engliſh, or 
Engliſh-like, French, or French-like names 
J ſay, the beft ſounding, ſound being the only 
thing neceſſary in that department. For co- 
mic writers, and eſlayiſts of your tribe, Sir, I 
have made up, from the works of former au- 
thors, as well as from my own invention, a 
- liſt of names, with the characters or ſubjects 
tit which they allude prefixed. A learned 
friend has furniſhed me with a parcel of ſig- 
natures for political, philoſophical, and reli- 
©.gious eſſayiſts in the newſpapers, among which 
are no fewer than eighty-{ix compounds be- 
ginning with philo, which are all from four to 
ſeven ſyllables long, and cannot fail to have a 
powerful tendency towards the ediication a and 
© Feonviftion gf country- readers. ht, 


Sor , 
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For the uſe of ſerious poetry, I have a ſet of 
names, tragic, elegiac, paſtoral, and legen- 
dary; for ſongs, ſatires, and epigrams, I have 
a parcel properly correſponding. to thoſe de- 
partments. A column is ſubjoined, ſhewing 
the number of feet whereof they conſiſt, that 
being a requiſite chiefly to be attended to, in 
names deſtined for the purpoſes of poetry. 


Some of them, indeed, are ſo happily contriv- 


ed, that, by means of an eaſy and natural 
contraction, they can be ſhortened or length- 
ened (like a pocket-teleſcope), according to 
the ſtructure of the line-in which they are to 
be introduced; others, by the aſſiſtance of 
proper interjections, are ready made into 
ſmooth- lowing hexameters, and will be found 
extremely uſeful, i to our writers of 
ragedy. 

All theſe, sir, the fruits of ſeveral years la- 
bour and induſtry, I am ready to communi- 


cate for an adequate conſideration, to authors, 
or other perſons whom they may ſuit. e 
pleaſed, therefore, to inform your correſpond- 


ents, that, by applying to your publiſher, 


they may be informed, in the language of Fal- 


ſtaffe, „ where' a commodity of good names is to 


86: be0bouphtiY As for your own particular, 


Sir, I am reW-to attend you gratis, at any 
tim 5 may ſtand in need of my aſſiſtance; 


or 
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or you may write out your papers blank, and 
ſend them to me to fill we the names of the 
parties. 
I am n yours, &c, 

e NOMENCLATOR. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We Editor has to return thanks to number- 
J Correſpondents for their favours lately re- 
' ceived; he begs leave, at the ſame time, to ac- 
quaint them, that, as many inconveniencies would 
ariſe from a particular acknowledgment of every 
| leiten he muſt heneeforward be excuſed from mak- 
ing it; they may, however, ref! aſſured of the 
rice attention and impartiality in regard to 

© their cammunications.— As to the inſertion of pa- 

pers ſent him, he will be allowed to ſuggeſt, that 


* From the nature of bis publication, the atceptance 


or refuſal of an eſſay i is no criterion of its merit, 
nor of the opinion in which it is held by the Editor. 
A performance may be improper for the Mirror, as *. 
often on account of its riſing above, as of its falling | 

| Hoes the level of foch « a art, e is Petuliarly 


5 1 8 circum- 


1 * 
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 eircumſeribed, not only in its ſubjects, but in the 
manner of treati ng them. The ſame cireum/tance 
will often render it neceſſary to alter gr abridge the 
productions of correſpondents ; a liberty for which 
the Editor hopes their indulgence, and which he will 
wſe with the utmoſt caution. 
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Ne 8. SATURDAY, February 20, 1779. 


Eber tanquam in  ſpeculum. © 
Vi tas omnium jubeo. TR. 


\ 


1 22 e regret that the Editor found 
L himſelf under the neceſſity of abridging the 
ollowing letter, communicated by an unknown 


W e 


To the EpiToR of the Mizzor. | 
SIR, 


8 45 I was walking one Arion, about 


thirty years ago, by the Egyptian ſide of 
the Red ea, in the neighbourhood of Babel- 
mandel, I accidentally met with a Derviſe. 
How we forthwith commenced acquaintance ; 


x bow I went with him to his hermitage z how 
bur acquaintance improved into. intimacy, and 
= our intimaey into friendſhip; how we'converſed 
about every thing, both in heaven above, 
and in the earth beneath; how the Derviſe 


fell fick, and how I, "having ſome ſkill ig me- 
dicine, adminiſtered to his recovery z hae this 


ſtrengthened his former regard by the addi- 
tional tie of gratitude ; how, after a' ſpace, 1 


tired of walking by the Red Sea in the neigh- 
| 9 of Babelmandel, and fancied I ſhould 


a walk 
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walk with more ſecurity and ſatisfaction by the 
ſide of Forth; are circumſtances, that, after you 
ſhall be more intereſted in my life and conver. 
ſation, I may venture to lay before you, 

In the meanwhile, ſuffice it to ſay, that my 
parting with the Derviſe was very tender ; and 
that, as a memorial of his friendſhip, he pre- 
ſented me with a Mirror, I confeſs frankly, 

L that, conſidering the poverty of my friend, 
and his unaffected manner of offering it, I 

' ſuppoſed his preſent of little intrinſic value. 
Yet, looking at it, and wiſhing to ſeem as 
ſenſible of its worth as poſſible, This,“ ſaid _ 

I, « may be a very uſeful Mirror. As it isof a 

ce convenient ſize, I may carry it in my pocket, 
and, if I ſhould happen to be in a public 

% company, it may enable me to wipe from 
« my face auy accidental duſt, or to adjuſt 
« the poſture of my periwig.” For, Sir, at 
that time, in order to command ſome reſpe& 
among the Muſſulmen, I wore, a periwig of 
three tails, | 
„ That Mirror,“ ſaid the Derviſe looking 
at me with great earneſtneſs, „ is of hither 
value than you ſuppoſe: and of this, by 
Ahe following account of its nature and 

00 uſes, 1 am ſure you will be fully ſatisfied, 

« Of Mirrors, ſome are convex, and repre- 

\* ſent their object of a ſize conſiderably dimi- "4 
V 0L. I. D 15 niſhed a 


THE MIRROR. Nes. 


d niſhed: accordingly, the images they diſ- 
& play are extremely beautiful, A company 
« of people repreſented by this Mirror ſhall 
ec appear without ſpot or blemiſh, like a com- 
„ pany of lovely ſylphs. Now, my good 
Chriſtian friend, mine is not a convex Mir- 
ce ror, Neither is it concave: for concave 
« Mirrors have juſt an oppoſite effect; and, 
ic by enlarging the object they repreſent, would 
<< render even the Houri in Paradiſe as hideous 
« as the Witch of Endor, or a Pagan Fury, 
„ In ſhort, it is a good plain Mirror, intend- 
« ed to repreſent things juſt as they are, but 
s with properties and varieties not to be met 
&« with in common glaſs.” m 
Whenever,“ continued he, you enter- 
” tain any doubt concerning the propriety of 
cc your conduct, or have apprehenſions that 
e your motives are not exactly what you 
cc conceive, or wiſh them to be, I adviſe you 
< forthwith to conſult the Mirror. You will 
„ 44 there ſee yourſelf without diſguiſe; and be 
| &« enabled, not merely to wipe from your face 
« any accidental duſt, or to adjuſt your peri- 
« wig of three tails, but to rectify Mt 
e duct, and adjuſt your deportment? 
' truth, Sir, J have made this experimeWacs * 
_ cording to the direction of the Derviſe, to 
— often, and with ſuch * ſatisfaction to my- 
3 | es - 


2 
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ſelf, that I am heartily ſick of it. I have con- 
ſulted my Mirror, in the act of giving alms, 
expecting, no doubt, to ſee myſelf charactered 
with the ſofteſt compaſſion, and, _ behold ! 
I was ſwollen, and bloated with oftentation, 
Glowing with indignation, as I conceived, 
againſt the vices of mankind, and their blind- 
neſs to real merit, I have looked in the Mir- 
ror, and ſeen the redneſs of Anger, the fluſh- 
ings of diſappointed' Ambition. Very lately, 


a friend of mine read me an eſſay he had 


written; he ſeemed to me ſomewhat conſcious 
of its merit: he expected, and was intitled to 
ſome applauſe; but, ſaid I to myſelf, „“ I will 
« adminiſter to no man's vanity, nor expoſe 
* my friend by encouraging his ſelf-conceit ;” 
and ſo obſerved an obſtinate unyielding ſilence. 
I looked in the Mirror, and am aſhamed to tell 
you my motive was not ſo pure. 

But, inſtead of expoſing my own infirmi- 
ties, I will, in perfect conſiſtency with ſome 
of the moſt powerful principles in our nature, 
and in a manner much leſs exceptionable to 

wyſelt, explain the properties of my Mirror, by 
the views it gives me of other men. 

„ Whenever,” continued the Derviſe, you 
c have any doubt concerning the conduct of 
* another perſon, take an opportunity, and, 
Ihen he is leaſt aware, catch a copy of his 

D 2 « face 


4 
| 


LY 
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« face in your Mirror,” It would do your 
heart good, Sir, if you delight in that ſpecies 
of moral criticiſm which ſome people denomi- 
nate ſcandal, to ſee the diſcoveries I have 
made. Many a grave phyſician have I ſeen 
Jaying his head to one ſide, fixing his ſolemn 


eye on the far corner of a room, or poring 


with ſteady gaze on his watch, and ſeeming to 
count the beats of his patient's pulſe, when, 
An fact, he was numbering, in his own mind, 


the guineas accruing from his circle of morn- 


ing viſits, or ſtudying what fine ſpeech: he 


ſhould make to my Lady Ducheſs; or, if his 
patient were a fair patient — But here I would 


"look no longer, 


I have often carried my Mirror to church 
and, ſitting in a ſnug corner, have catched the 
flaming orator of the pulpit in many a rate 


grimace, and expreſſive e expreſſive, 


not of humility, but of pride; not of any deſire 


to communicate inſtruction, but to procure'ap- 
plauſe ; not to explain the goſpel, . Wornibit 
the preacher. ** 

„ This Mirror,” ſaid the Mufleltwam con- 
_ tinuing his valedictory ſpeech, © will not only 
«© diſplay your acquaintance as they really are, 
„ but as they wiſh to be: and for this pur- 
40 poſe,” ſhewing me the way, © you have only 
80 to hold it in a particular poſition.” -- From 


this 


—: gk 
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this uſe of the Mirror, holding it as the Der- 
viſe deſired me, I confeſs 1 have received ſpe- 
cial amuſement, How many perſons hidcouſly 
deformed have appeared moſt divinely beau- 


tiful; how many dull fellows have become 
amazingly clever; how many ſhrivelled cheeks 


have ſuddenly. claimed a. youthful bloom! 
Vet, I muſt confeſs, how furpriſing ſoever the 
conſeſſion may appear, that I have found man- 


kind, in general, very well ſatisfied with their 


talents: and, as far as regards moral and r 

ligious improvement, I recollect very few in- 
ſtances of perſons who wiſhed for changes in 
their preſent condition. On the contrary, 1 


have met with other examples; and have ſeen 


perſons not a little ſolicitous to acquire the 
eaſy uſe of ſome faſhionable impieties and i im- 
moralities. 1 have ſeen delicate females, to 

ſay nothing of dainty. gentlemen, wiſhing to- 
forget their catechiſm; ſtriving to overcome 
their xeluctance, and meditating, in their own 


minds, the utterance of ſome faſhionable piece of 
raillery againſt religion; yet, like the Amen of 


Macbeth, I have often ſeen it ſtick in their 
throat. 


i But,“ ee the Dervide, « if you 


i hold this Mirror in a fit poſture, it will not 
5 only ſhew you men as they are, or as they 
nb to be, but with the talents of whifh _ © 


1D 3 they 


”. 40 Ss 
© of * * — © 
. *. 1 : 
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« they Teckon themſelves actually poſſeſſed; 
* and in that very character or ſituation which 
e they hold moſt ſuited to their abilities.“ 
Now this property of the Muſſulman's Mirror 
has given me more amuſement than any other. 
By this means I have ſeen a whole company 
undergo inſtantaneous: and ſtrange transform- 
ation. I have ſeen the unwieldy burgeſs 
changed into a flender gentleman ; the deep 
philoſopher become a man of the world ; the 
borious merchant converted into a fox- 
hunter; the mechanic's wife in the guiſe of a 
Counteſs ; and the pert ſcrivener become a 
cropped Enſign. I have ſeen thoſe grave per- 
ſonages, whom you may obſerve daily iſſuing. 
from their alleys at noon with white wigs, black 
coats buttoned and inclined to grey, with a cane 
in one hand, and the other ſtationed at their 
ſide-pocket, beating the ſtreets for political in- 
telligence, and diving afterwards into their na- 
tive lanes, or riſing in a coffee-houſe in the full 
dignity of a ſpectacled noſe ; I have ſeen them 
moving in my Mirror in the ſhape of ſtateſmen, 
miniſters at foreign courts, chancellors of Eng- 
land, Judges, juſtices of the peace, or chief ma- 
giſtrates in electing boroughs. 
Now, Sir, as you have engaged in the im- 
portant buſineſs of inſtructing the Public, I 


idckon you a much fitter perſon than me to be 
5 poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of this precious Mirror. By theſe 
preſents, therefore, along with a paper of di- 
rections, I conſign it into your hands. All 
that I demand of you in return, is to uſe this 
extraordinary gift in a proper and becoming 
manner : for, like every other excellent gift, it 
is liable to be miſuſed. Therefore be circum- 
ſpect; nor let any perſon ſay of you, that you 
make uſe of a falſe glaſs, or that the reflection 
is not juſt, or that the repreſentation is partial; 

or, laſtly, that it exhibits broken, diſtorted, op. 
unnatural images, In full confidence that . 
will be an inſtrument in your hands for the moſt 
uſeful purpoles, I am, Sir, | 


Your obedient ſervant, 


VITREUS, 


"i 
4 
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SIR, as: 
\OME weeks ago I was called Non my re- 
treat in the country, where 1 have paſſed 
the laſt twenty years in the enjoyment of caſe 
And tranquillity, by an important family con- 
tern, which made it neceſſary for me to come 
to town. 1 
Laſt Thurſday I was ſolicited by an old 
friend to accompany him to the Playhouſe, to 
fee the tragedy of King Lear; and, by way of 
inducement, he told me, the part of Lear 
was to be performed by an actor who had ſtu- 
died the character under the Englih' Roſcius, \ 
and was ſuppoſed to play it fomewhat in the 
manner of that great maſter. As the theatre 
had been always my favourite amuſement, 1 
did not long withſtand the entreaties of my 
friend; and when I reflected that Mr. Garriet 
was now gone to © that undiſcovered country, c 
from whoſe bourn no traveller returs, 1 
felt a ſort of tender deſire to fee even a copy of 
that ęreat original, from whoſe performances 
T bad often, in the earlier part of my life, re- 
pn ceived ſuch exquiſite e 


As 
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As we underſtood the houſe was to be 
crowded, we went at an early hour, and ſeated 
ourſelves in the middle of the. pit, fo. as not 
only to ſee the play to advantage, but alſo 
to have a full view of the audience, which, I 
have often thought, is not the leaſt pleaſing 
part of a public entertainment. When the 
boxes began to fill, I felt a ſecret ſatisfaction 
in contemplating the beauties of the preſent 
times, and amuſed myſelf with tracing in the 
daughters, thoſe features which, in the mo- 
thers and grandmothers, had charmed me ſo 
often. A 

My friend pointed out to me, in different 
parts of the houſe, ſome of the reigning toaſts 
of our times, but ſo changed, that, without: 
his aſſiſtance, L never ſhauld have been able to 
find them out. I looked in vain for that 
form, that complexion, and thoſe numberleſs 
graces, on which 1 had been accuſtomed to 
gaze with admiration. But this change was 
not more remarkable, than the effect it had 
upon the beholders; and I could not help 
thinking the ſilent neglet with which thoſe 
once celebrated deuches were now treated, by 

much too ſevere a puniſhment for that pride and 
haughtigeſs they had formerly aſſumed. 1 
Whilſt I was amuſing myſelf in this man- 
ner, I obſeryed, that ſome of the upper boxet ' 
IJ SRP were 


un, 


new to me, and _— I oonfeſa, it burt 
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Were filled with ladies, Whoſe appearance-ſoon! 


convinced me that they were of an order of 
females more deſirous of being diſtinguiſhed 
for beauty than for virtue, I could not refrain 
from expreſfing ſome diſguſt at ſeeing thoſe un- 
fortunate creatures ſitting thus opetfy mingled 
with women of the firſt rank and faſhion. 
% Poh!” ſaid my friend, © that is thought 
* nothing of now-a-days; and every body 
< ſeems to be of the ſame opinion with the ce- 
<< Jebrated Counteſs of Dorcheſter, miſtreſs of 
King James II. who having ſeated herſelf on 


the ſame bench with a lady of rigid virtue, 


« the other immediately ſhrunk back; which 


«© the Counteſs obſerving, ſaid, with a; ſmile, 
Don't be at, Aan See is not 


«-+catching.”? | 
As 1 was going to reprove my friend. Ya 


7 talking with ſuch levity of a matter that ſeemed 


to be of ſo ſerious a nature, the curtainaiſfew. 


up, and the play began. It is not my de- 
f go, Sir, to trouble you: with any remarks on 
the performance; the purptfe of this letter 


is to requeſt of you to takę ſome notice of a 
ſpecies of indecorum, that appeared 3 


obſerve. 8 78 5 * * wh =” 


Hhefore the ws of the firſt 2A; a. number of 
young then came in, and took their places in 


. 


ſame time, 


the upper boxes, amidſt thoſe unhappy females 
L have already mentioned. I concluded that 
theſe perſons were as deſtitute of any pretenſion 
to birth or faſhion, as they were void of de- 
cency of manners; but I was equally ſurpriſed 
and mortiffe@ to find, that many of them were 
of the firſt families of the kingdom. Vou, Sir, 
who have lived in the world, and ſeen the 


gradual. and almoſt imperceptible progreſs of 


manners, will not, perhaps, be able to judge 


of my: aſtoniſhment,” when I beheld theſe very 
gentlemen quit their ſeats, and come down to 


pay their reſpects to the ladies in the lotoer 
bort. The groſs impropriety of this beha- 


vidur raiſed in me a degree of indignation which 
T"'could not, without difficulty, reſtrain- 1 


comforted myſelf, however, with the hopes, 


that thoſe unthinking youths would meet witn ; 
ſuch a reception from the women of honour” 
as would effectually check this indecency;. but 


I am ſorry to add, that 1 could not diſcern, 
* looks or manner, thoſe marks of 


diſapprobation which I had made my account 
wich perdeiving. Both the old and the young, 


the mothers and the daughters, ſeemed. rather 


d them. I am verſundeds: At the 


tune approact 


| * moment of the conſequences, they would 
| D 6 "8, ie 


a. 


_ "pleuſe@1jphen cheſe young men of rank. and for- 


were they to think, but for 
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n be ſenſible of the impropriety of their behaviour 
in this particular. I muſt therefore intreat of 
you, Sir, to take the earlieſt opportunity of 


- 


4 prog: ee on the ſubjec. 


5 | p 
a al C 
"Ee ke. . 
. 4 > 
— - * - ” a * 
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4 +4 N 1 by — þ 
8. 
» * 


_ 7 1 $5135; 10 oF 

- 2 HA The complaints of my- ls are not 
wuithout reaſon. The boundaries betwixt vir- 

© tye-and vice cannot be too religiouſly, main- 
arp ; and every thing that tends to leſſen, in 


+ | henour,,oughtever to be —— againſt with 
„tte utmoſt caution; eib e 
. 3 When L was in France, 1 obſerved: a pro- 
priety of behaviour in the particular mentioned 
. . A. W. that pleaſed me much. Even 


od is ever ſeen at a place of public reſort, in com- 
ich thoſe miſguided fair ones, who, ho- 
ever much they may be objects of pity and com- 


ö x 
ER 


1 os . to. follow, in this, the example & our neigh- 


any degree, the reſpect due to a woman of 


* * 8 12 that country, looſe as we imagine the 
mwanners there to be, no body who wiſhes to 
_ = preſerve the character of a well-bred gentleman, 


paſſion, have forfeited all-title to reſpect and 
eſteem. I would recommend to our young men 


Fee 2 they are W imitate in leſs 


* 9 
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jaudable inſtances To eonſider it olf un this 


view, there is certainly no. greater breach of 
politeneſs than that which has given occaſion 
to this letter, In other reſpeQs, the conſę- 
quences, are truly alarming. When every diſ- 
tinction is removed between the woman of 
virtue and the proſtitute ; when both are treated 


ith equal attention and obſervance; are we to 


wonder if we find an alteration of the manners 


7 % 


| minution of that delicacy which forms the 4 
tinguiſhing En of the enge part 
of the ſe !?!: * 

2 Theſe ok will I * prove 

b TE ſulettat. to correct this abuſe in our young 

gentlemen. As to my fair. country-women, it 
| is ever with reluQance that I am obliged to 
| take notice of any little impropriety into which 

' they inadvertently fall, Let them, howerer, 

2 


reflect, that a certain delicacy of ſentiment and © 
3 of manners is the chief ornament of the fehre 
* character, and the beſt and ſureſt guardigu of 1 


female honour. That once removed, there Will 
remain, in the opinion of the world, leſs diff. 


. ference than perhaps they may be aware of, be. 

b tern them and the avowedly licentious. Let 

* the alſo conſider, that, as it is unqueſtionably we 
- in their power to form and correct the manners 
8 e the * ſo they are, in ſome . account, | f 2 


L * 2: 
- . * 
* 2 1 
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of the women in general, and a proportional di- 7 
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able, not for their on conduct onlys but ons 
* for 5 of their admirers, 4 


＋ 


ES No the AUTHOR of the MiRRoR, 


7 DO not mean to reflect, Mr. MIRROR; for 
that is your buſineſs, not mine; far leſs do 

"I purpoſe to pun, when I tell you, that it 

” might ſave ſome reflections upon yourſelf, did 


5 8 Jou take the trouble to tranſlate into good 


common Engliſh, thoſe ſame Latin ſcraps, or 
mottoes, which you ſometimes hang out by 
5 way of ſign-poſt inſcription at the top of your 
paper. For conſider, Sir, who will be tempted 
to enter a houſe of entertainment offered to 
the Public, when the majority can neither read 
nor underſtand the language in which the 510⁰ of - 
fare is drawn and held out? Tam a Scotſman 
of a_good plain ſtomach, who can eat and digeſt 
any thing; yet would I like to have a gueſs at 
what was to be expected before I ſit down to 


table. | Beſides, the fair ſex, Mr. Mirror, 


for whom you expreſs ſo much reſpect, — What 
| ſhall they do? Believe me, then, Sir, by com- 
plying with this hint, you will not only pleaſe 

the ladies, but now and then fave a bluſh in 

their company to ſome grown gentlemen, who 

. not the good fortune to be ſo learned as 

n | 
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yourſelf, Amongſt the reſt, you will oblige one 
who has the honour to be 


1 


£ 
8 — 


Your admirer and humble ſervant, a 
IGNORAMUS, 
Edinburgh, Feb. 19, 1779. | | 
Mr. Ignoramus (whom I take to be a wiſer 
man than he gives himſelf out for) muſt have 


often obſerved many great perſonages contrive 
to be unintelligible in order to be reſpected, 


E 
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REFINEMENT, and Delicacy of Tate, are 
the productions of advanced ſociety. Phey 
open to the mind of perſons poſleſſed of them 
24 field of elegant enjoyment; but they may be 
puſhed to a dangerous extreme, By that ex- 
ceſs of ſenſibility to which they lead; by that 
vanity which they flatter ; that idea of ſuperio- 

rity which they nouriſh ; they may unfit their 
| poſſeſſor for the common and ordinary enjoy 

ments of life; and, by that too great niceneſs 
which they are apt to create, they may mingle 
ſomewhat of diſguſt and uneaſineſs even in the 
higheſt, and fineſt pleaſures, A perſon of- ſuch 

a mind will often miſs happineſs where Nature 

intended it ſhould# be found, and ſeek for it 

where it is not to be met with. Diſgyſt and 

Chagrin will frequently be his companigns, 

while leſs cultivated minds are enjoying plea bebe 
unmixed and unalloyed. = el 
5 I have ever conſidered my friend 8 e 

: 2 Fleetwood to be a remarkable inſtance of ſuch a 4 
+. a Character. Mr. Fleetwood has been endowed by 
| id . nature With a moſt feeling and tender heart. 
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Educated to no particular profeſſion, his natu- 
ral ſenſibility has been Increaſed, by a life. of 
inadtivity, chiefly employed in reading, and the 
' ſtudy of the polite arts, whitit-has-given him 
thatexceſs of refinement I have deſctibed "= . 
that injures while it captivates. 
ſummer T. 1 him in _ A 
curſion - into the country. Our object was... 
partly air and exerciſe, and partly. to. pay a vit 
, to ſome of our friends. oy 
Our firſt viſit was to a eee eee 
; 1 for that old-faſhioned | hoſpitality . 
which till prevails in ſome parts of the coun- 
try, and which too often degenerates into ex- 
ceſs. Unfortunately for us, we found with 
our friend àa number of bis jovial companions, , 
whoſe object of entertainment was very differ 6 
ent from. qurs. Inſtead of wiſhing to enjoy 
the "Pleaſures of the country, they expreſſed 
thei ir ſatisfaction at the meezing of ſo many. 
old acquaintance; becauſe, they ſaid, it would 
add io the mirth and ſociality of the party. 
Accordingly, af after a long, and ſomewhat 190 
dinner, 'the table was covered with bottles 
and glaſſes: the mirth of the company roſe” 
bigber at every new toaſt; and, though theit 
| drinking did not proceed quite tüte khgtd of” 
4 intoxication, the convivial feſtivity Was drawn” 
Or out, with very little intermiffioh, till it was 
3 — + <5 | 3 
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time to go to bed, Mr, FlutwodWpdliteneſs i 
prevented him from leaving the company; but 
L who knew him, ſaw. he was inwardly fret- 
ted at the manner in which his time was ſpent 
during a fine evening, in one of the moſt beau- 
tiful parts of the country. The mirth of the 
company, which was at leaſt innocent, was loſt 
upon him: their jokes hardly produced a ſmile; 
or, if they did, it was a forced one: even the 
good humour of thoſe around him, inſtead of 
awakening his benevolence, and giving him a 
philanthropical pleaſure, increaſed his chagrin z 
and the louder the company laughed, the graver, 
did I think, Mr. Fleetwood's countenance 25 | 
came. 

After having remained here two dees 8 our 
time being ſpent pretty much in the manner I 
habe deſcribed, we went to the houſe of an- 
other, gentleman in the neighbourhood,» A 
natural ſoberneſs of mind, accompanied with 
a habit of. indufffy, and great attention to the 
management of his farm, would fave. us, We 
knew, from any thing like fiot or intempe- 
rance in his family. But even here L found Mr. 
Fleetwood not a whit more at his eaſe than in 
the laſt houſe. Our landlord's ideas of polite- 
neſs made him think it would be want of re- 
ſpect to his gueſts if he did not give them con- 


A ſtant attendance, Breakfaſt, Fc: was no 


8 booner 
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ſooner removed, than, as he wiſhed to viſit 


his farm, he propoſed a walk: we ſet out 
accordingly ; and our whole morning was ſpent 
in ergſſing dirty fields, leaping ditches and 
hedges, and hearing our Jandlord diſcourſe 
on drilling and horſe-hoeing; of broad-caſt and 
fummer-fallow ; of manuring, plowing, drain- 
ing, &c. Mr. Fleetwood, who had ſcarcely 
ever read a theoretical book upon farming, 
and was totally ignorant of the practice, was 
teazed to death with this converſation ; and re- 
turned home, covered. with dirt, and worn out 
with fatigue. After dinner, the family-ceco- 
nomy did not allow the leaſt approach to a de- 
bauch; and, as our landlord had exhauſted his 
utmoſt ſtock of knowledge and converſation in 
remarks upon his farm, while we were not at 
all defirous of repeating the entertainment of the 


morning, we paſled a taſteleſs, lifeleſs, yawning 


afternoon; and, I believe, Mr. Fleetwood would 
have willingly exchanged the dulneſs of his pre- 


ſent company, * the boiſterous mirth of the laſt 


Our next viſit was to a N of a libe- 
ral education, and elegant manners, who, in 


the earlier part of his life, had been much in 
the polite world. Here Mr. Fleetꝛusod expected 
to find pleaſure and enjoyment ſufficient to 4 WM. 


atone for the diſagreeable occurrences in his 
's EE | two 
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tvs fotmer viſits; but here, too, he Was Wie 
appointed,” * Mr" 8.12 for that was our' Friend's 
name, had been ſeveral years married: his 
family increaſing, he had retired ts tiWhcoun- 
try; and,  renouncing the buſtle of the world, 
had given himſelf up to domeſtic enjoyments: 
bis time and attention were devoted chiefly to 
he care of bis children. The pleaſure Which 
himfetf felt it in bumouring all their little fan- 
cies, made him forget how troublelome that 
Indulgence” might be to others. The firſt 
morning we were at his houſe, when Mr. 
"Fleetword came Into the parlour to breakfaſt, all 
the places at table were occupied by the'chil- 
| dren; it was neceſſary that one of them*ſhould 
be diſplaced to make room for him; and, in 
"the diſturbance which this occaſioned;"a" tea- 
cup was overturned, and ſcalded the finger of 
Mr. Selby's eldeſt daughter, a child about ſe- 
ven years old, whoſe whimpering and com- 
plaining attracted the whole attention during 
break fa That being over, the edeſt boy 
came forward with a book in his and, and 
"me: Selby aſked Mr. Fleet to hear him 
read his leſſon: Mrs. Selby joined in the re- 
queſt, though both looked as if they were ta- 
8 per conferring a favour on their” gueſt,” The 
eldeſt had no. fooner finiſhed, than the youngeſt 
"boy prefented — upon 'whieh his father 
Bey obſerved, 


r 


1 


. +l = it ps = 5 injuſtice. to 
J's ul. not. to hear him, as well as his elder brother 


nis Jack ; and in this way was my friend obliged to 
* ſpend ge morning, in performing the office of 
14, a ſchoolmaſter to the children in fucceſlion.' _ 
15 Mr. FHleetosd liked a game aß whiſt, and 
72 promiſed himſelf a party in the evening, free 


ch from interruption. Cards were accordingly 
propoſed; but Mrs. Selby obſerved, that her 


W little daughter, who ſtill complained of her 

ft ſcalded finger, needed amuſement as much as 

IF. any of the company. In place of cards, Miſs 

all Harriet inſiſted on the game of the gooſe. 

. Down to it we fat; and to a ſtranger it would 

14 have been not ae to ſee Mr. Fleetwood, 

in in his ſorrowful countenance, at the royal and 

A | pleaſant game of the gooſe, with a child of ſeven 

of years old. It is unneceſſary to dwell longer 

e- on - particulars. During all the time we were 

n at Mr. Selby's, the delighted parents were in- 

ng daulging their fondneſs, while Mr. Fleetwood | 

oy was repining and fretting i in ſecret —_— 
nd 2 Having finiſhed our intended rouhd- of viſits, ® n 
im we turned our courſe homewards, and, at the | 

e- firſt inn on our road, were joined by one Mr. 

a- Fobnſan, with whom 1 was ſlightly acquainted. 

he Politeneſs would not allow me to reject the 

eſt offer of his company, eſpecially as I knew him 

er to be 2 good- natured inoffenſive man, Our 
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the folemnity of the ſcene, 


comprehenſion of its cauſe, all at once, and 
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Ne 10. 
road lay through a glen, romantic and pictu- 
reſque, which we reached ſoon after ſun-ſer, 
in a mild and ſtill evening. On each ſide were 
- tupendous mountains; their height; the rude 
and projecting rocks, of which ſome of them 


were compoſed; the gloomy caverns they 
feemed to contain; and the appearance of de- 
vaſtation, ene by traces of cataracts 
falling from their tops, preſented to our view 

a ſcene truly ſublime. Mr, Fleetwood felt an 
Catch elevation of ſpirit. His ſoul roſe 
within him, and was ſwelled with that filent 
awe, ſo well ſuited to his contemplative mind, 


In the words of the poet, he could have ſaid, 


“ Welcome, kindred glooms, 
ce © Congenial horrors, bail 83 1 


<« Theſe that exalt the ſoul to folemn dete, 


* And heavedly muſing !”” IJ 


Our filence had now continued ont a 
quarter of an hour; and an unnſual ftlineſs 
prevailed around us, interrupted only by the 
tread of our horſes, which, returning at ſtated 
intervals, aſſiſted by the echo of the moun- 
tains, formed a hollow ſound, which increaſed 
Mr. Jobnſon, 
tiring of this ſilence, and not having the leaſt 
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without warning, lifted up his voice, and be- 
gan the ſong of © Puſh about the Foram,” Mr. 


Fleetword's ſoul was then wound up to its ut- 


moſt height. At the ſound of Mr. Fohn/or's 
voice he ſtarted, and viewed him with a look 
of horror, mixed with contempt. | During the 
reſt of our journey, I could hardly prevail on 


my friend to be civil to him; and though he 


is, in every reſpect, a worthy and a good- na- 
tured man, and though Mr. Fleetword and he 
Have often met fince, the former has never been 
able to __ wes him without en. 


7 


Mr. er entertainment in this tort 


tour has produced, in my mind, many reflec- 


tions, in which I doubt not I ſhall be antici- 
pated by my readers. 


There are few ſituations in life, from which | 


a man, who has confined his turn for enjoy- 
ment within the bounds pointed out by nature, 


will not receive ſatisfaction ; but if we once 


tranſgreſs thoſe bounds, and, ſeeking after too 
much refinement, indulge a falſe and miſtaken 
delicacy, there is hardly a ſituation in which we 
will not be enp$ſe> to er and diſ- 


guſt. 4yiÞ ; 


Had it not been 05 this falſe, this die 
ous delicacy, Mr. Fleetwood, inſtead of un- 
eakneſs, would have received pleaſure from 
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At the firſt houſe to 3 3 it was 
* he ſhould have preferred 
the bottle to the enjoyment of a ſine evening 
in the country; but that not being the ſenti- 
ments of the company, had he, without repin- 
ing, given up his taſte to theirs, inſtead of 
feeling diſguſt at what appeared to him coarſe 
in their enjoyments, he would have felt plea- 
ſure at the. mirth and good- humour which wr 
vailed around him; and the very reflection, that 
different — UE gave amuſement to dif- 
ferent men, would have afforded à lively and 
P philanthropical ſatisfaction... 4, . +. 
It was ſcarcely to be expected, chat the bat- 
renneſs and dryneſs of the converſation at. our 
ſecond viſit, could fill up, or entirely ſatisfy 
the delicate and improved mind of Mr. Fleet- 
woc; but, had he not laid it down almoſt as 
a rule, not to be pleaſed with any thing, ex- 
cept what ſuited his own, idea of enjoyment, 
he might, and- ought to bav e tecelved pleaſure 
from the ſight. of a worthy family, ſpending 
wh their time innocently, happily, and uſefully; 
uſlefully, both to themſelves and to their country. 
It was owing to the ſame falſe ſenſibility, 
that he was ſo much chagrined in the family of 
Mr. Selby. \The fond. iegulgency, of the parents 


WF 
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did, perhaps, carry their attention to their chil- 
dren b the rules of propriety; 3 but, had it 
not Been for the finicalneſs of mind in Mr. 
Fleetrwoed, had he given the natural benevolence 
of his heart its play, he wauld have received a 
pleaſure from witneſſing the happineſs of two 
virtuous parents in their riſing offspring, that 
would have much overbalanced any uneaſineſs 
ariſing from the errors in their conduct. 


Neither, but for this exceſſive retirement, 
would Mr. Flectiosod have been hurt by the 
behaviour of Mr. Jobnſon. Though he might 
not have: conſidered him as a man' of taſte, he 


would, "nevertheleſs, have regarded him as a 


inoffenſive man; and he would have 
Pleaſure from the vefleRtion, that nei- 


ther goodneſs nor -happineſs are confined to 


thoſe minds, which are fitted for feeling and ene 
Joying ? all the en ok i or 25 m__ 
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Ne x 11. Tuxspar, 7 25 1779. 
3 . commeneement of ha late 1018 : 
I underſtand that not only drill ſerjeants 
ay had daily acceſs. to the lobbies and par- 
lours of many decent and peaceable houſes in 
this metropolis, but that profeſſors of the na- 
Ble Icience of defence have been ſo conſtantly oc- 
cupied in attending grown gentlemen, and un- 
grown officers, that their former ſcholars have 
found great difficulty in procuring maſters to 
puſh with them, and have frequently been ob- 
liged to. have recourſe to the leſs edifying oppo- 
ſition of one another.. 
The purpoſe of the ſerjeant 8 W e 
every lover of his country muſt approve. The 
laſt- mentioned art, that of fencing, I formerly 
took great delight in myſelf, and ſtill ac- 
count one of the healthieſt of all hoũſe · exer- 
ciſes; inſomuch that when I am in the coun- 
try, where I make it a rule to ſpend a certain 
part of every day in 2 of ſome kind, I 
generally take up my;@!/ in rainy mornii 


and 2 with great {Wgee(s againſt the figure 
4 4% in a een old arras that was 
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taken down from my grabdmother's room, and 
is now w paſted up on the * the laundry. 
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When thoſe two ſciences, however, go up- 
on actual ſervice, they are to be conſidered in 
different lights. That of the ſerjeant, as it 
teaches a man to ſtand well on his legs, to carry 
his body firm, and to move it alertly, is much 
the ſame as the fencingmaſter's; but in their” 
laſt ſtage they depart ſomewhat from each other; 
the ſerjeant propoſes to qualify a man for en- 
countering his enemy in battle, the other to fit 
him for meeting his companion, or friend it 
may be, in a duel. 


My readers will, I hope, give me credit for- 
the Mirror being always a very polite paper 
I am not, therefore, at all diſpoſed to beſtow 
on a practice ſo gentleman-like as duelling, 
thoſe ſevere reprehenſions, equally trite and 
unjuſt, in which ſome of my predeceſſors have 
indulged themſelves. During my reſidence 
abroad, I was made perfectly acquainted with 
the arguments drawn in its favour, from the 
influence it has on the manners of the gentle- 
man and the honour of the ſoldier. It is my 
intention only to point out thoſe bounds within 
moſt punctilious valour may be con- 
tente to reſtrain itſelf; and in this I ſhall 
„ neal, 0p 1 ann the: Pen „ 0 
r- principaliz-for the uſe of the new-raiſed _ 
5 iments above alluded to, whoſe honour 1 
"Ent 1 would preſerve as ſcrupulouſly 
5 E 1 inviolate 
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ba Ie as poflible, I hold weh an eſſay pe- 
charly proper at this junctüte, *when ſome of 
them are about to embark on long Voyages, in 
which, even good-natured people, being tacked 
together I like man and wife, are ſomewhat ape 
to grow peeviſh and quarrelſome. We ao 


In the 72 place, I will make one "general 
1 that, at this buſy time, when o our 
country has need of men, lives are of more 
value to the community than at other periods. 
In time of peace, ſo many regiments are re- 
duced, and the duties of an officer ſo eaſily per- 
formed, that if one fall, and another be hanged - 
for killing him, there will ſpeedily be found 
two proper young men ready to mount guard, 
and Abew a good leg on the parade, in their 
8 room. But, at preſent, from the great in- 
creaſe of the eſtabliſhment, there is rather a 
Fearcity, in propgrtion to the demand, of men 
of military talents, and military ec : 

cially when we conſider that the wits now. to 0 

be carried againſt ſo" genteel 4"pEple 5s the 
© French, to whom it will de neceſſity, $6 Lew 

” officers of. the moſt ſoldierslike af ppeardljge, and 
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without the purpoſe. of reſenting any Affroßt, 
or vindicating, his honour from any a aſperfisn, 
but merely to thew that he cauld light. Now, 
this practice, being unneceſſary at preſent, As 
preferment goes on briſkly enough by the fall 
of officers in the courſe of their 4th may 
very, properly, and without diſpatagement to 
.the valour of the Britiſh army, be diſpenſed 
Vith; ſo, it is to be agreed and undetſtood, 
that every officer in the new-raiſed' regiments, 
whoſe commiſſion bears date on or poſterior to 
the iſt of January 1778, is, iþſo facto, to be 
held and deemed of unqueſtionable courage” "and 
Immaculate honour, 


At to the meaſure of affront which may 2 
tif 4 challenge, it is to be remembered, that 
the officers of the above -m entioned corps have 
been obliged, in levying their reſpective quotas, 

| to engage in ſcenes of a very particular kind; 
at matkets, fairs, country- weddings, and city- 
hrawls, amongſt A ſet of men and women not 
1 for delicacy of language, or polite- 
* e /behavioprs.. We are not, *therefore, to 
rat. the ſmooth enamel of the gentleman 
Vas received one little injury from the colliſion 
of 5 co materials ; ; and a certain time 
may fa irly_ be allowed for unlearni the blunt 
- manners = rough phraſeology* which an officer 
Sy in. ſuch b ba was forced to aſſume SF fere- | 
E 3 fo 
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fore the identical words which, a campaign or 
two hence, areto be held expiable only by blood, 
may, at preſent; be done away by an explana- 
tion; and thoſe which an officer muſt then ex- 
ain and account for at the peril of a challenge, 
are now to be conſidered as mere colloquial ex- 
pletives, acquired by aſſociating with ſuch com- 
pany as frequent the places above deſcribed, 


As, notwithſfanding all theſe allowances, 
ſome duels may be expected to take place, it is 


proper to mention certain regulations for the 


conduct of the parties, in the conſtruction of 
which I have paid infinitely more regard to 
their honour than to their ſafety, 
In fighting with the ſword, a blow, or the 
lie direct, can ſcarcely be expiated but by a 
thruſt through the body; but any leſſer affront 
may be wiped off by a wound in the ſword arm; 
or, if the injury be very flight, any wound will | 


be ſufficient. , In all this, it is to be noted, 


that the receiving of ſuch wound by either party 
conſtitutes a reparation for the affrbnth as it is 


a rule of juſtice peculiar. to the Cele of duelli nes 
that the blood of the injuted stones for tet. 


fence he has received, as well as that of the I 4 


a * for the offence he has given. 


In affaſts. decided with pfl, the aiftunesh 


ba in like manner, to be regulated by the na- 


ture of the ys For thoſe of an atrocious 
. 


GU "az 


Ne 11. THE MIRROR. 79 


ſort, a diſtance of only twenty feet, and piſtols 
of nine, nine and a half, or ten inch barrels, 
are requiſite; for ſlighter ones, the diſtance 
may be doubled, and a ſix or even five inch 
barrel will ſerve. Regard, moreover, is to be 
had to the ſize of the perſons engaged; for 
every ſtone above eleven, the party of ſuch 
weight may, with perfect honour, retire three 
feet. | | 
I read, ſome time ago, certain addreſſes. to 
the Fockey Club, by two gentlemen who had 
been engaged in an affair of honour; from 
which it appeared, that one of them had ſyſte- 
matized the art of duelling to a wonderful 
degree. Among other things, he had brought 
his aim with a piſtol to ſo much certainty, 
and made ſuch improvements on the weapon, 
that he could lay a hundred guineas to ten on 
hitting, at a conſiderable diſtance, any part of 
his adverſary's body. Theſe arts, however, 
. A, AY, no . approve: they reſemble, me- 
aileaded die, or a packed deal; and [ 
am inclined to hs of opinion, that a gentle 
maß is no more obliged to fight againſt the 
5 - belt, aden to play againſt the latter. They % 
may, in the mildeſt conſtruction, be compared 
2 4 7 the ſurg MY of. a man who can. take every 
Dh ball at. Billian 45 and therefore, if it ſhall 'be- 
judged thag, AP ordinary markſman muſt fight 
E 4 with 
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ei chylch the per ſon poſſeſſed of them he is tt leaſt, 
: >intitled'to add; and muſt belallowed three ſhots vi 
e orone of hib antagoniſt : 02.7 
-21 Ethave''thus;! with? ſome labour, and Ihope 
-Ari& honour; ſettled certain articles ifi the 
mutter of duelling, for ſuch of my readers as 
may haye hive eccafion for them. It is but can- 
did; however, to own! that thete have deen, 
[rok and chen, brilliant things done quite with- 
- out the line of my directions, to wit, by not 
Ggkeing at all. The Abbe, with 
whom J was diſputing at Paris on this ſubject, 
-fetncluded his arguments againſt duelling with 
u ſtory, which, though I did not think it much 
to the purpoſe,” was a tolerable ſtory natwith- 
ſtanding. I ſhall . it in the 5780 "ow of 
the Abbe. 17 


„ N countryman . yours, a. Cibtain 

6 "Douglas, was playing at. Trictrat with a 

Aety intimate friend, here in this very coffce- 
Sa houſe, amidſt a circle of French — 
. who" were looking on. . Some . diſpute if. 
"oe about a raft of the. dice, "Din ig, 
*'in 2 gay thoughtleſs manner, 45 

oy ſtory A murmur Aol anchy ee 
5 Seen! and his anragbillf l b 2 = 
1 front, if the lie ae , 
1 tolence of his paſſion, ſngtcheq, up th 

9 "” and hit Pew a blow on e head. 
| N 


4 - * 4 7 1 1 
"WA%Y L ar . * 


* «©: 


No 1. THE» XI RR OR. 81 


The inſtant he had done it, the idea of his 
© . $$ imprudenge, | and its probable conſequences 
| “ to himſelf and his friend, ruſhed upon his 
mind: he ſat, ſtupified with ſhame; and re- 

. ** morſe, his eyes rivetted on the ground, re- 

„ gardleſs of what the other's reſentment 

% might prompt him to act. Douglas, after 

< a ſhort pauſe, turned round to the ſpecta- 

$ tors: © You think,” ſaid he, & that I am 

* now ready to cut the throat of chat unfortu- 

<« nate young man; but I know that, at this 
moment, he feels anguiſh a thouſand times 
en than any my ſword could 1 


ay av of that man among you who ſhall dare 
« to breathe a ſyllable Abi my honour.” 

% Bravo! Bravo!“ cry'd an old Cheualier de 
St. Louis, who ſtood; immediately behind 
« him. —1 he ſentiment of F Fancy overcame 


orner of the room. Who would not - 
Ve. 1 Bravo! Woulg ngt you, Sir?“ 
al . — On other Bicone, then, 
6 y the ſame principle, „Why, 
e often better not to __ 
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© Sarvapar, March 6," 1779. 


7 25 To the Aurnon of the MiRRoR, 


s L R, | 
4 Ma plain country- 8 with a 
mall fortune and a large family, My 
. all except the youngeſt, I have contrived 
to ſet out into the world in tolerably promiſing 
ſituations. My two eldeſt girls are married; 
one to a clergyman, with a very C 
living, and a reſpectable character; Mother 
to a neighbour of my own, who farms moſt 
of his own eſtate, and is ſuppoſed to know 
country-buſineſs as well as any man in this part 
of the kingdom. I have four other girls at 
home, whom I'wiſh to make fit wives for men 
"ew rank with their brothers-in-law. 
About three months ago, a greaghy 
our bee (at leaſt as neigſig 
is reckoned @ dür quarter) happeneg . 
the two eldeſt pf my unmarried d 
the wouſe. of a gentleman, a. 1 | 


rably.. 
f - 4 1 


D endeavoured to mall 


rtable | 
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5 ran out to my kinſ- 
&. man, who happens to have no children of his 
= own, in praiſe of their beauty and politeneſs, 

and, at parting, gave them a moſt preſſing lin- 

vitation to come and ſpend a week with her 
during the approaching Chriſtmas holidays. 

On my daughters” return from their kinſman' 8, 
I was not altogether pleaſed at hearing of this 

inyitation; nor was I more ſatisfied with th 

very frequent quotations of my Lady 
ſayings and ſentiments, and the deſcriptions:off 
the beauty of her complexion,” the elegance of? 

her dreſs, and the grandeur of her equipage. I 

0 ppoſedz Uherefore, their deſign of paying this 

Chen as viſit pretty warmly. Upon this, the 
| honour done them by the invitation, the ad- 

vantages to be derived from an acquaintance 

with the great Lady, and the benefit that might 
accrue to my family from the ipfluencs of her 

Lord, were immediately rung in my ears, not 

only by my daughters, but allo by their mother, 
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. Who they had al ready gained over to tiſcir ſide; 

* aid K lit own to you, Mr. AR OR," though 

; _ W@ not have you think En-peck' d, 
— hat "my » life, "ſomehow or gather, contrives 

# * 0 catty f . points in ou family; ſo my 

: 9 -;/ dppalida” overruled; and to 

? "girls went; but u beſore they 
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Journey to the metropolis of our goubthy; And 
brought back a portmanteaus full bofd neceſſarieß, 
to qualiſy them for appearing decently, as my 
wife ſaid, in the company they ſhould meet there. 
In about a month, for their viſit was drawn 
out to that length, my daughters returned. 
But had you ſeen, Mr. Mik Rox, what an al- 
teration that month had made on them! In- 
ſtead of the roſy complexions, and ſparkling eyes, 
they had carried with them, they brought back 
cheeks as white as a curd, and eyes as deat as the 
beads in the face of a baby. ; 


I could not help expreſſing my farpriſe at-the 
ſicht; but the younger of the two ladies imme- 
diately cut me ſhort, by telling me that their. 


*-- <omplexion was the only one worn at —=—, 
A : Vr 5 2 ae 
And no wonder, Sir, it ſhould, from the 


 geſerigtion which my daughter ſometimes gives 

us of the life people lead there. Inſtead 

of riſing at ſeven; breakfaſting at nine, din- 
ing at three, ſupping at' eight, and gettihg to | 
bed by ten, as was their cuſtom at hät, my 
girls lay til e, breakfaſted at on dined 
22 at fix, ſupp at eleven, and were ne vet in bed 
till three in the rning. "Their apes Had Ahn. 


dergone as much alteration as their fades, "From ab 
1e Abeloms Tnects they calle! en e | 


re {e6Hiſe vp to their orc. 2 
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tapered down to a very extraordinary ſmallneſs; 
they veſembled the upper Haff of an Hour-glaff. 
At this, ufo, I marvelled; but it was the only 
ſhape worn»at. ———. Next day, at dinner, 
after a long morning preparation, they appeared 
A with heads of fach à ſize, that my little parlour 

was not of height enough to let them ſtand up- 
right in it. This was the moſt ſtriking meta- 
morphoſis of all. Their mother ſtared; I ejacu. 
lated ; my other children burſt out a-laughing ; 
the allet was the ſame as beforgs it was the 
only head worn at . 

Nor is their behaviour leſs changed than 
their, garb. Inſtead of joining in the good- 
humoured cheerfulneſs we uſed to have among 
us before, my two fine young ladies check 
every approach to mirth, by calling it v- 
gar. One of them chid their brother the 
other day for laughing, and told him It was 
monſtrouſly ill-bred. Ia the evenings, When 
we were wont, if we had nothing elſe to 
do, to fall to Blindman's-buff, or Croſs- purpoſes, 
or ſometimes to play at Loo for cherry-ſtones, * 

theſe twes ge a” pack of cards i. themſelves, oe © " | 

and It A to play for any little money ther 
1 „Mr has lelt them, at a game none of us know Tk 3 
. da ching ahbut. It ſeems, indeeg, che 2 
S: _—— amuſements,/as it, conſiſts | in 
w is ing up the faces of the cards, and * 
* cheir names from an ace upwards, RF. the 

players 
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l | 
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players were learning | to ſpeak, and had got 
only thirteen words in their vocabulary. But 
of this, and every other cuſtom at — ,, no- 
body is allowed to judge but themſelves. They 
have got a parcel of phraſes, Which they utter 
on all occaſions as deciſive,” French, I believe, 
though I. can ſcarce find any of them in the 
Dictionary, and am unable to put them upon 
paper; but all of them mean ſomething extreme 
ly faſhionable, and are conſtantly ſupported by 
the authority of my Lady, or the Counteſs, his 
Lordſhip, or Sir John. 

As they have learned many foreign, ſo haye 
they unlearned ſome of the moſt common and 
beſt underſtood home phraſes, When one of 
my neighbours was lamenting the extravagance 
and diffipation of a young kinſman who had 
ſpent his fortune, and loſt his health in London 
and at Newmarket, they called it /ife, and ald 
it ſhowed ſpirit in the young man. After he 
ſame rule they lately declared, that a gentle | 
man could not /ive on leſs than 1000 L. a year, 
and called the account which their mantua- 
maker and milliner ſent me, fox, 11 


chaſed for their viſit at ale, \ though | 
it amounted to 59/4. 1758. 44. — a Fourth 
part of the clear income of my eſtate. 


Sn bis, Mr. Minngg, I ldbk upon as. ; fort 
* peſtilential «diſorder, With which wh poor 


this 
1 
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this unfortunate viſit. This conſideration has 
induced me to treat them hitherto with lenity 
and indulgence, and try to effect their cure by 
mild methods, which indeed ſuit my temper 
(naturally of a pliant kind, as every body, ex- 
cept my wife, ſays) better than harſh ones, 
Yet, I confeſs, I could not help being in a 
paſſion t'other day, when the diſorder ſhewed 


ſymptoms of a more ſerious kind, Would you 


believe it, Sir, my daughter Elizabeth (ſince 
her viſit ſhe is offended if we call her Betty) 
ſaid it was fanatical to find fault with card- play- 
ing on Sunday; and her ſiſter Sephia gravely 
aſked my ſon-in-law, the clergyman, if he had 
not ſome doubts of the ſoul's immortality. 

As certain great cities, I have heard, are 
never free from the plague, and at laſt come to 
look upon it as nothing terrible or extraordi- 
nary ; ſo, I ſuppoſe, in London, or even your 


town, Sir, this diſeaſe always prevails, and is 
but little dreaded. But, in the country, it will 


be productive of melancholy effects indeed; if 
ſuffered ſpread there, it will not only embit- 
ter 


dent ſtagesz bring our eſtates to market, 
daughter ruin, and our ſons to the gal- 


ww Be ſo humane, therefore, Mt, Mmzon, 


as to ſuggeſt oye expedient for keeping it con- 
"ined 


r 
* 


* ves, and ſpoil our domeſtic happineſs," _ 
as at pres does mine, but, in its moſt vio- f a 


% 
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fined within thoſe limits in which it rages at 
preſent. If no public regulation can be con- 


triveq for that purpoſe {though I eannot help 


thinking this diſeaſe of the great people merits 


the attention of government, as much as the 


diſtemper among the horned cattle), try, at leaſt, 


the effects of private admohitiön, to prevent the 


ſound from approaching the infected; let all 
Fete men like myſelf, and every wander "df 


their families, be cautious of holding intercourſe 
with the perſons or families of Dukes, Earls, Lords, 
Nabobs, or Contractors, till they have good rea- 
ſon to believe that ſuch perſons and their houſe- 
holds are in a ſane and healthy ſtate, and in no 
danger of communicating this dreadful diſorder. 
And, if it has left ſuch-great and noble perſons 


any feelings of compaſlion, pray put them in 


mind of that well-known fable of the bays and 
the frogs, which they muſt have learned at 
ſchool. Tell them, Sir, that, though the 
making fools of their poor neighbours may ſerve 
them for a Chriſtmas gambol, it is matter of 


ſerious wretchedneſs to thoſe ee neighbours 

in the after-part of their lives 2 1 e to 
"them, but _ te . by 

| a 4 4 4.5? 2 1B 9. ris? 
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of antiquity. "of. * ca ROE + 
ian, the ſon. of Fingal, has been the 
ſubject, of, much diſpute. The refined mag- 
nanimity, and generoſity of the heroes, and 
the tenderneſs and delicacy of ſentiment, With 
regard to women, ſo, conſpicuous in thoſe 
poems, are circumſtances. very difficult to re- 
concile with the rude and uncultivated age in 
which the poet is ſuppoſed to have lived. On 
the, other hand, the intrinſic characters of an- 
riquity which the poems bear ; that ſimple ſtate 
© of ſociety, the poet paints ; the narrow circle of 
jects and tranſactions he deſcribes ; his con- 
ciſe, abrupt, and figurative ſtyle ; che abſence 
of all abſtract ideas, and of all modern alluſions, 
render i it difficult to aſſign any other era for their 
production than the age of Fingal, In ſhort, there 
are difficulties « on both ſides ; and, if that remark- 
able. refinement of manners ſeem" inconſiſtent 
with. our notions of an unimproved age, the 
e antiquity with which the poems are rg 
ſtamped, make it very hard to ſuppoſe them à mo- 
rn compoſition. It is not, however, my inten- 
do [examine the (merits of this controverſy, 
much leſs to hazard any judgment of my 
own. jr J propoſe is, to ſuggeſt one gonſi · 
5 | deration 
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deration on the ſubject, which, as far as I can 
recollect, has hitherto eſenped the partizans of 
either ſide. 


e elegant author of the Critical Diffine- 
tion on the Poems of Offian, has very properly 
obviated the objections made to the uniformity 
of Oſſian's imagery, and the too frequent re- 
petition of the ſame compariſons. He . 
ſhewn, that this objection proceeds fr 
careleſs and inattentive peruſal of the 3 
for, although the range of the poet's objects 
was not wide, and conſequently the ſame ob- 
ject does often return, yet its appearance is 
changed; the image is new; it is preſented to 
the fancy in another attitude, and clothed with 
different circumſtances, to make it ſuit the 
illuſtration for which it is employed. In 
e this,“ continues he, © lies Offian's great 
© artz” and he illuſtrates his remark by taking 
the inſtances of the moon and of miſt, two of the 
ended ſubjects of the bard's i m_ and allu- 
ſions. N | +4 e I: 1 
I agree with this critic in . 
though 1 think he has rather exred in aſcrib- 


. ing to art in Oſſian, that wonderful, diverſifi-: 


cation of the narrow cirele of objects with, 
which he was acquainted... It was not by any. 
efforts of art or contrivance that Oſſian pre- 


ſenned the rude objects of nature under ao 
3 many 
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many different aſpects. He wrote from a full 
heart, from a rich and glowing imagination. 
He did not ſeek for, and invent images; he 
copied nature, and painted objects as they ſtruck 
and kindled his fancy. He had nothing within 
the range of his view, but the great features of 
ſimple nature. The ſun, the moon, the ſtars, 
the deſert heath, the winding ſtream, the green % 
hill with all its roes, and the rock with its robe | 
of miſt, were the objects amidſt which Oſſian 
lived. Contemplating theſe, under every va» 
riety of appearance they could aſſume, no won» 
der that his warm and empaſſioned genius found » 
in them a field fruitful of the moſt lofty” and 
| ſublime imagery. 
Thus the very circumſtance of his having ſuch "AN 
a circumſcribed range of inanimate objects to 8 
attract his attention and exerciſe his imagina- Bs. * 
tion, was the natural and neceſſary cauſe of F 3 
Offian's being able toe and to deſcribe then.” 
under ſuch a variety great and beautiful ap 
pearances, And maß we not proceed farther, © 
and affirm" that ſo rich a diverſification of the 
few appearances of ſimple nature, could hardly 
have occurred to the imagination of a poet living 
in any other than the rude and early age in 
Which the ſon of Fingal appeared 
In refined and poliſhed ſociety; where the 
, works of art abound, the endleſs variety of ob- 48 
jects „ 
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jects that preſent thelnſelves, d difiraf, ang diff 
Fa the attention. The, mind is perpetually 
uirried from c one object t to another; and no time 
is left to dwell | upon the ſublime and ſimple, ap- 
pearances of nature. A poet, in ſuch an age, 
has a wide and diverſified circle of objects on 
which to exerciſe his imagination. He has a 
large and diffuſed ſtock of materials from which 
to draw images to embelliſh his work; z and he 
does not always reſort for his imagery to the 
diverſified" appearance of the objects of rude na- 
ture; he does not avoid thoſe becauſe his taſte 
rejefts them; but he uſes them ſeldom, becauſe 
they ſeldom recur to his imagination. 
To ſeize theſe images, belongs only to the 
poet of an early and ſimple age, where the un- 
divided attention has leiſure to brood over the 
few, but ſublime objects which ſurround him. 
The ſea and the heath, the rock and the torrent, 
. the touds and meteors, the thunder and lightning, 
the ſun and moon, and} fs, are, as it were, the 
rae 20 whien his imagination holds 
converſe. perſonifies and addreſſes them 
; every abe ef can aſſume is in SC | 
his mind: he contemplates and traces them 
through all the endleſs varieties of ſeaſons ; ; 3 
they are the perpetual ſubjekts of his i images 
Amüftohg, Tie has, indeed, only a few. objects 
around Him; but, for that very Treaſon, he 
© forms 


Mt 


N. 13, SAD MIRROR. 93 


O 9 4117 

8 a more Hanks acquaintance with their 
every feature, and ſhade, and attitude, is 
fl rom this circumſtance, it would ſeem, that 
the poetical productions of widely-diftant pe- 
riods of ſociety muſt ever bear ſtrong marks 
of the age which gave them birth; and that 
it is not poſſible for a poetical genius of the 
one age, to counterfeit and imitate the produe · 
tions of the other. To the poet, of a ſimple 
age, the varied objects which pteſent them- 
ſelves in cultivated ſociety are unknown. To 
the poet of a refined age, the idea of imitating 
the productions of rude times might, Patz 
haps, occur; 3 but the execution would certain 

be difficult, perhaps impracticable. To * ·! 
ſome few tranſient aſpects of any of the great 
appearances 'of nature, may be within the reach 

of the genius of any age; but to perceive, and 
feel, and paint, all the ſhades of a few ſimple 
Ibjetds, and to make them correſpond with, 2 
great diverſity of ſubjects, the poet muſt d wel! 
A midſt NG have them ever r preſent ahn 


A 8 
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W critic whom. 1 "have. a 28 
n MS. * bas ſelected che a of the _ ' 
| £01973 222 2 in 


of 1 to ſhew how much Offan 
e e ap pearance few obs 
1 s with which he was grin 175 IL now 
| conclude this paper with Eresing a 5 that 
| of 
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e be d which, 1 think, che bard has pe- 4 
ſented in ſuch a variety of aſpects, as could haye 


occurred to the imagination in no other than the 
early and unimproved age in which Oſſian is 
ſuppoſed to have lived. 


The vanquiſhed Frothal, ſtruck with the ge- 
nerous magnanimity of Fingal, addreſſes him: 
< Terrible art thou, O king of Morven, in 
“ battles of the ſpears; but, in peace, thou 
ce art like the ſun, when he looks through a 
6e, filent ſhower; the flowers lift their fair 
c heads before mage; and the gales ſhake their 
ce ruſtling wings.“ Of the generous open 
Cathmor, expoſed to the dark and gloomy 
_ Cairbar, it is ſaid: * His face was like the 


„ plain of the fun, when it is bright: no 


4 darkneſs travelled over his brow.“ Of Na- 


tbos: The ſoul of Nathos was generous and 


„ mild, like the hour of the ſetting ſun.” Of 


young Connal, coming to ſeek the honour of 


o 
* 


N = 
* 


the ſpear: „The youth was lovely, as the 
« firſt beam of the ſun. . O'! Fithil's 


te ſon,” ſays Cuchullin, © with feet of wind, 


«. fly over the heath of Lena. Tell 10 Fingal, 
<« that Erin is enthrall'd, and bid the king of 


ce Morven haſten. O! let him come like the 


« ſun in a ſtorm, when _-_ thine « on ' the wr; 
Schon TY 


* * | Nathis, | 


A a 5 an a—_ ac. . 
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* Nathos, anxious for the fate of Darthula: 
| 6 The ſoul of Nathos was fad, like the ſun in 
ce the day of miſt, when his face is watry and 
« dim.“ Oſcar, ſurrounded with foes, 
foreſeeing the fall of his race, and yet at times 
gathering hope: „At times, he was thought- 
& ful and dark, like the ſun when he carries a 
cc cloud on his face; but he looks afterward 

on the hills of Cona.“ ——— Before Boſmina 
ſent to offer them the peace of heroes: The 
„ hoſt of Erragon brightened in her preſence, 
<« as a rock before the ſudden beams of the ſun, 
«© when they iſſue from a broken cloud, divided 
« by the roaring wind.” The remembrance 
of battles paſt, and the return of peace, is com- 
pared to the ſun returning after aſtorm : Hear 
6 the battle of Lora! the ſound of its ſteel is 
long ſince paſt; ſo thunder on the darkened 
< hill roars, and is no more; the ſun returns 
with his ſilent beams; the glittering rocks, 

c and green heads of the mountains, ſmile.“ 

Fingal in his ſtrength darkening in the pre- 
ſence of war: His arm ſtretches to the foe 
« like the beam of the ſickly ſun, when his 
“ ſide is cruſted with darkneſs, and he rolls 

e his diſmal, cqurſe throughout the ſky.” A 
young hero exulting in his ſtrength, and 
ruſhing towards his foes, exclaims, My beat⸗ 
2 ing ſoul is bigh | My age is bright before 
& me, 
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eme, like the ſtreak of light on a cloud when 
80 the broad-ſun comes forth, red * of the 

05 ſky !“ On another occaſion, ſays a hero, 
60 I have met the battle in my youth. My arm 
& could not lift the ſpear when firſt the danger 
« roſe ; but my ſoul brightened before the war 
& as the green narrow vale, when the ſun pours: 
« his ſtreamy beams, Anſon he hides: his ond in 
60 A ſtorm | >. IEF 

But it would avec he proper homes of this 
ee were I to bring together all the paſlages 
which might illuſtrate my remarks. Without, 


Sun, which finiſhes. the ſecond book of Temora, 
or that at the beginning of Carricthura, Iſhall 
conclude: with laying before my readers: that 
ſublime paſſage at the end of Carthon, vhese the 


mo of that cv thus ane Himſelf 
forth, 4 vt ** * 
— 1 ack the Bias O Malvinas | lea to 
: my reſt. The beam of Heaven delights to 
| Fi thine on the grave of Carchon ; bel it warm 
eG . around. 13 e 
0 50 that rolleſt above, n as 
« the ſhield of my fath ra! whence are thy 
4 beams, O8un ? thy everlafiting light ! Thou 
« comeſt "forth in thy awfuf beauty, and the 
60 hide themſelves | in the ſky 7 The” moon, 
75 * * & old 


1 


therefore, quoting the beautiful addreſs. to the 


aged bard, thrown into melancholy by the re- 
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e eold and pale, finks in the weſtern wave, but 
« thou thyſelf moveſt alone: who can be a 


e companion of thy courſe? The oaks of the 


“ mountain fall; the mountains themſelves de- 
„ cay with years; the ocean ſhrinks, and 
„ grows again; the moon herſelf is loſt in 


Heaven; but thou art for ever the ſame, re- 


“ joieing in the brightneſs of thy courſe. When 
<« the world is dark with tempeſts; when thun - 


der rolls, and lightning flies, thou lookeſt in 


« thy beauty from the clouds, and laugheſf᷑ at 
* the ſtorm. But to Offian thou lookeſt in 


„ vain; for he beholds thy beams no more; 


e hether thy yellow hair flows on the eaſtern 
4 clouds, or thou trembleſt at the gates of the 


tc veſt. But thou art, perhaps, like me, for a 


6 ſeaſon, and thy years will have an end. Thou 
„ ſhalt fleep in thy clouds, careleſs of the voice 
« of the morning. Exult then, O Sun, in the 
6. ſtrength of thy youth Age is dark and un- 
„ lovely ; it is like the glimmering light of the 


. moon when it ſhines through broken clouds; 55 
c the blaſt of the north is on the plain, and the 
inks in the midſt of his journey.“ 
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mans en . en vita. ken. 
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Falten S . TE 


HERE are Mn pn; dicks as 
they d not ſtrike us with the malignity 
eee by imper: 
ceptible- progreſs, we are apt to conſider as ve- 
ninal, and make very little ſcruple of indulging. 


Bot the habit, which apologizes; for theſe, is a 


miſchief of their creation, which it be- 
hoves us early to reſiſt. We give way to it at 
firſt; heeauſe it may be conquered at any time; 
and, at laſt, excuſe ourſelves from the con- 
teſt, becauſe it ors too . dewuer- 
eG.. 1 


Of this. nature Wee a: filing, 1 bad 


4c our growth, and ſtrengthens with our ſtrength,” 


till it has weakened every exertion of publie and 


private duty; yet ſo ſeducing, that its evils are 
unſelt, and its errors unrepented of. 


almoſt ſaid a vice, of all others the leaſt alarm- 


ing, jet, perhaps, the moſt fatal. Diſſipation 
Aal nc iatempetanes are oſten the tranſient affects 


: _of -yauthful beet, which time allays, and expe- 


rience overcomes ; but indolence grows: with 


FW (I 
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It is a circumſtance of peculiar regret, that 
this ſhould often be the propenſity of delicate 
and amiable minds. Men unfeeling and un- 
ſuſceptible, commonly beat the beaten track 
with activity and reſolution; the occupations * 
they purſue, and the enjoyments they feel, 
ſeldom much diſappoint the expectations they 
bave formed; but perſons endowed with that 
nice perception of pleaſure and pain which'is 
annexed to ſenſibility, feel fo much undsſerib- 
able uneaſineſs in their purſuits, and fre- 
quently ſo little ſatisfaction in their attain- 
ments, that they are too often induced to ſit 
ſtill, es nne che one or 3 the 
The 3 which uch — SIM of 
er want of that ſucceſs which attends men 
of inferior abilities, are as unjuſt as unavailing. 
It is from the uſe, not the poſſeſſion of talents, 
that we get on in liſe: the exertion of very ©_ 
| moderate parts outweighs the indeciſion of te 
5 brighteſt. Men poſſeſſed of the firſt, do things 
dolerably, and are ſatisfied; of the laſt, fborbear 
doing things well, wenn nn be- 
\ yond them. b 
J When I ff refolved to publiſh this paper, 
40 I applied to ſeveral literary friends for their aid” 
e in catrying it on. From one gentleman in 
Leas. I had, in particular, very ſanguine 
It . 1 expecta- 
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expectations of aſſiſtance. His genius and1abi- 
lities I had early opportunities of knowing, 
and he is now in a ſituation moſt favourable to 
ſuch productions, as he lives amidſt the great 
and the buſy world, without being much be- 
cupied either by ambition or buſineſs. His 
eompoſitions at college, when I firſtu became 
acqainted with him, were remarkable for ele- 
ganee and ingenuity; and, as I knew he ſtill 
ſpent much of his time in reading the ſbeſt wri- 
ters, ancient and modern, I made no doubt of 
his having attained ſuch farther improvement of 
ſtyle, and extenſion of knowledge, as would 
render bim a , eren contributor to the 
Mmnon. os 297M 3551707 \gm of 
A few + 20 ago, more than Anti ir 
I had ſent him my yen te : ads the follow- 


_—_ Kingianſwwdts it:: 1 cc 


Vit Sul wy tag, ebene Sattfeildug 
10 St n m net ne i Sei cf sil 
os 26.20 Bi io! 110 London; ft "March 179. 
gi eg nen ie 504 07 yhw ig er 
E Mr DEAR FRIEN n, * ven mart* 
AM aſhamed to look on the date bf this let- 
2 ah and to recollect that of yo,, will 


. however, add the ſin of y pocriſy to my 
_ 2"tother" ſailings, by in forming youy as vi often 
dene 4 ſueh caſes, that harry: of obuſineſs, or 
want ef health, has 1 
£5 * ſwering 


— 
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ſwering your letter. I will frankly conſeſs, 
that I have had abundance of leiſure, and 
been perfectly well ſince I received it; I can 
add, though, perhaps, you may not ſo eaſily 
believe me, that I have had as much inclina- 
tion as opportunity; but the truth is (you 
know. my weakneſs: that way), I have wiſhed, 
reſolved, and re- reſolved to write, as I do by 
many other things, without the power of ae 
compliſhing it. That diſeaſe of indolence, 
which you and my other companions: uſed to 
laugh at, grows ſtronger and ſtronger upon 
me; my ſymptoms, indeed, are mortal; for I 
degin now to loſe the power of ſtruggling agaiuſt 
the malady, ſometimes to ſhut my ears againſt 
ſelf· admonition, and un of it as a lawful i in- 
dulgence. a 
Your letter, e ee me 1 Fa PREG 
publiſhing a periodical paper, and aſking my 
| aſſiſtance in carrying it on, found me in one of 
A the paroxyſms of my diſorder. The fit ſeemed , 
to give way to the call of friendſhip. I got uß 
from my eaſy chair, walked two or three turns 


on through the room, read your letter again, looked 
L at the Spectators, which ſtood, * gfe. 
y andi gilt, in che front of my book; preſs, called 

: fur pen, ink, and paper, and ſat downs in the 
or i© fervour cof imagination, ready to combat vice, 


n- 00 I ge virtue, to form the manners, and | 
| b 5 to 
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to regulate the taſte of millions of my fellow]. 
ſubjeRs. A field fruitful and unbounded Hay 
before me; I began to ſpeculate on the prevail. 
ing vices and reigning follies of the times, the 
thouſand topics: which might ariſe for declama« 
tion, ſatire, riditale, and humour; the picture 
of manners, the {ſhades of hie the deli- 
cacies of ſeritiment;* I was bewildered amidſt 
this multitude and variety of ſubjects, and ſut 
dreaming over the redundancy of matter and the 
eaſe of writing, till the morning was 1 gore | 
=. ſervant-announced dinner. 

I aroſe, ſatisſied with having thought meh, 
and laid in ſtore ha rn. much on ſubjects 
proper for your paper. 1 dined, if yo Will 
allow me the expreſſion, in company with thoſe 
| thoughts, and drank half a bottle of wine-after 
Ger "to Gur 22 e N ne wy 


yeurey at my — — folded? ip ob 
into proper margihs, wrote the word Mirror 


| * A- top, and filling my pen again, drew up the 


curtain, and prepared to delineate 'tHefeene be. 
fore me! But 1 found things not quite in 
- the ſituation 1 had left then z the groupes 
were more confuſed, che Rgüfes tefs ſtriking, 
te colours lefs vivid, than 1 "Hal ſeen them be - 
fore dinner. 1. Lontinued; Boweverz s Jock 
on them—I know not how long; for I Was 
. . * - wake” 


= 
„ 
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waked from ia very ſound. nap, at half an hour 
paſt ſix, en aſking: e, if I choſe to drink 
E coffee; Sts hd. se by gabi £5: iel 
I was A and vexed at the ſituation in 
which he found me. I drank my firſt diſhira- 
ther out of humour with myſelf ; but; during 
the ſecond, I began to account for it from na- 
tural cauſes; and, before the third was fi niſhed, 
had reſolved that ſtudy was improper after re- 
pletion, and concluded the evening with the ad- 
ventures of one of the three ne out of 
the Arabian Nights Entertainment. 
For all this arrear, I drew, reſolutely; 0 on 
to-morrow, and after breakfaſt prepared myſelf 
aceordingly. I had actually gone ſo far as 
to write three introductory ſentences, all of 
Which I burnt, and was juſt blacking the letter 
T for the beginning of a fourth, when Peter 
opened the door, and announced à gentle- 
man, an old acquaintance, whom I had not 
ſeen for a. conſiderable time. Aſter he bad 
ſat with me for more than an hour, he roſe 
to go away; | pulled out my watch, ami 
I will, fairly own I was not ſorry to find it 
within, a few minutes of one: fo I gave up the 
morning for loſt, and invited myſelf. to a 
company my friend in ſome viſits he propoſed - 
' making. Our tour concluded in a dinner at a r » 
tavern, whence we repaired, to the play, ani 
e g F 4 did 


1 
1 
o $ ( 
3 1 
£ £5 


7 7 nw. x : $f 
«OO rk . 
3 pot ij png? ight. * 1 went to bed ry 
Fg Is, mug eee coplidering, that 
1 e : with the world W a man for reform- 


N 0 — need not go through every day. pf” th e b 
1 rede th, during which I remained in 
wn, t ough there ſ 2 paſſed one that id 

10t reming, me of what I owed to your frien 

x —49 It 5] Is enough to tell you, that, during 
the. firſt fortnight, of always found ſome apo- 
ogy for delaying the execution of my pur- 
paſe ; and, during the laſt, contented myſelf 
with the proſpect of the Jeifure 1 ſhould' ſoon - 
enjoy in the country, to which 1 was invited 
by a relation, to ſpend. ſome time with bim 
previous to his coming to town for the winter, 
4 arrived at his houſe. about the middle of De- 
= cember. 1 looked on his fields, his walks, 
41 PT, and his woods, which he extreme mildneſs of 
_.. the ſeaſon had fill left in the garb of Thom | 
fon's philolophic melancholy, as ſcehes full of 

| ge inſpiration, in which Genius might, try | her 
Wings, and Wiſdom meditate, vitbout inter- 

| uption.. But I am obliged to own, that, 

- "though I have walked there many a time; 

* _ . though my faney was" warmed with the ſcene, 
ſhot out into a thouſand excurſions over the 
pore *;regions of romance, of melancholy, of ſenti- 
1 ment, of mant, of criticiſm, and of ſcience, 
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4 7 "bay 8 > at Yalt,” ſtrolled back to . 
; "where 1 fat bless in my chamber, with the 


irkſome conſciouſneſs of ſome unpetforined | 


efolutions from which 1. was: "glad to be re 45 
Jet Py, a furmons to vate or a can to 
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Thus Ve 1 LINE, 5 town, AS unprofit- 


able! in 2 moments of ſolitude” and retirement, 
as in thoſe of buſineſs or ſociety. Do not ſmile 
at the word buſi neſs ; what would be idleneſs to 
N to me very ſerious employment ; beſides, 
you know 062 well, that to be idle, is often to 
be : feaſt at ifure. i I am now almoſt hard 
enou; h to o lay aſide altogether my reſolution of 
writing in your paper; but I find that reſolu- 
tion a ſort of bond againſt me, till os are good 
[enough to cancel it, by ſaying, you do not « ex- 
me to write. L have, made a more han 
ordinary effort to give you t this ſincere 8 N5 t 
of my attempts to aſſiſt Jou. I have at leaſt RY 
5 conſolation of thinking, that you will not CE 


„ 


e my affitancs, Believe, me, with all N 


ailings 
£ 855 * Tete 12 0 
5 Moſt h u diebe yours, .. 
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* my nephew,” a lad of fifteen, who is ebme 
0 town from Harrow ſchool, and lives at pre- 
bent with me, having ſeen one of your Numbers 


5 About a week ago, has already written, and in- 


tends tranſmitting you, a political eſſay, ſign 
Ariſtidis a paſtoral ſubfcribed X. a a 
N actallic.o on. e Rod without a \ Ggnature. | 830 
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OWEVER widely Wenig N 
II mapkind may have Giffered as to the 
proper mode of conducting education, they 
have always been unanimous in their opinion 
of its importance. The outward effects of * 
are obſerved by the moſt inattentive. T 
know, that the clown and the danging-maſter hy, 
the ſame from the hand of nature : although | 
a little farther reffection is equi to erceive 
the effects of culture on the internal ſenſes, it 
cannot be diſputed that the mind, like the 
body, when arrived at firmneſs and maturity, 
retains the impreſſions it received in a more 
pliant and tender age. * 
The greateſt part of mankind, born to la- 
bour for their ſubſiſtence, are fixed in habits 
of . induſtry. by the iron hand of neceſſity, 4, 
They Have little time or opportunity for the- i 
Aba of the underſlanding; the errors 
and immoralities in their condutt, that flow - 
from the want of thoſe ſentiments which educa- 
tion is intended to produce, will, on that ad- 
count, meet with indulgence from every W | 
5 — F ie 
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nexolent mind., But thoſe, who are placed in a * 
conſpicuous ſtation, whoſe viees become more 
n d. deſtructive, by the; ane of 3 2 
EFnowledge, oo the miſapplication af, improved a 
2 talents, have no title to the ſame, indulgence; 
th Their guilt. is heightened by the raflk and ſo 
tune whigh protect them from puniſhment, al 
which, in ſome degree, preſerve them. ſromichat 
WOO their,condutt has, merited. A bas 
hold it, then, „ eee er the 
18 the krank, the more urgent is the nes. ba, 
Ety for ſtoring the mind with the principles. 
and directing the paſſionzꝭ to the practice, o 
public and private virtue. Perhaps it wight 
not be impoſſible to form plans of education, 
to lay down rules, and contrive inſtitutions, 
for the inſtruction of youth of all ranks, that 
would have a general | influence upon manners. 
But this is an attempt too arduous for & private 
hand; it can be expected only from the great 
B . council of the nation, when they ſhall be; pleafed 
8 apply their experienced wiſdom and penetra< 
tion to ſo material an object, Which, in ſome 
future period, may be found mot leſs deſerving 
their attention than thoſe important debates in 
Which they are frequently engaged; which they 
Ie 5 condyR; with an elegance, a deccrum, ànd 4 
6 nah long becoming, the enen, diſin - 
0 Boe, | IN 4. TE 7 11 05 ; ONE "4 
4 4 . Ba | 
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tecereſted, virtuous repreſentatives of a great and 
flouriſhing people! 1:1. 2u082:q}003 
3 4 » While in ex pectation of this, perhaps diſtant; -Z 
era, hope it will not be unaeeeptable to my 
readers to ſuggeſt ſome hints that may be uſeful 
11 the edubation of the gentleman, to try if it 
not poſſible to form an allianee between the 
virtues and the graces, the man and the citizen, 
and produce a- being leſs difhonourable to the 
ſpecies than the courtier of Lord. Chefter field, 
and more uſeful to 1 than the wen 
. i 
The achtes e W hs lend of the 
laſt century, gave to the Public Tome thoughts 
on education, the general merit of which 
leaves room to regret that he did not find 
time, as he ſeemed once to have intended, to 
reviſe: hat he had written, and give a com- 
plete treatiſe on the ſubject. But, with all the 
- veneration I feel for that great man, and all +» 
the reſpect that is due to him, I cannot help 
being of opinion, that ſome of his obſervations 
bave laid the foundation of that defective ſyſtem * * 
of education, the fatal confequences of which 
are. ſo well deſcribed by my Correſpondent. in 
the Letter publiſhed in my Fourth Number? 
Mr. Locte, ſenſible of the labyrinth with which - "418 ; 
the pedantry of the learned had ſurrounded all“ 
the avenues to ſcience, ſucceſsfully employed - 


* 
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the. firength- of bis genius to trace knowledge 


tochercdſource; and point out the direct road to 
ſucceeding generations. Diſguſted with the 


ſchoolmen, he, from a prejudice to which even 
great minds are liable, ſeems to have ,contrafted 


a”-diſlike to every thing they taugh® and ev 
to the #anguages in which they wrote. bob 


fcruples not to ſpeak. of grammar as otnecatiny 


do the perfect knowledge either of the dend or 


living languages, and to affirm, that a part of 


the years thrown away in the ſtudy of Gree# 


and Latin, would be better employed in learns 


ing the trades of gardeners and turners ; as if it 


wete a fitter and more uſeful recreation for à 


gentleman to plant potatoes, and to make 
cheſs- boards and ſnuff- boxes, than . Na the 1 


beauties of Cicero and Homer. 


* 


It will be allowed by all, that the great pur- 


poſe of education is to form the man and the 


citizen, that he may be virtuous, happy in 


himſelf, and uſeful to ſociety. To attain this | 


end; his education ſhould begin, as it were; 
from his birth, and be continued till herarrive 


at firmneſs and maturity of mind, as well as of 
b body. Sincerity, truth, juſtice, and huma- 
— nity,” are to be cultivated from the firſt dawn 
ings of memory and obſervation, ' As the 
. F -.. powers of theſe increaſe, the gemus and Gifpo< | 

N ficion unfold themſelves 6 ne- 
8 | | e 8 


WE 


n 


2 
oY 
Fan” 


being loaded with facts faſter than his growing 


' quiſition of the dead languages as a moſt im- 


racters of ancient times; he admires their juſ- 
tice,” temperance, fortitude, and public ſpirit, 
and burns wich a deſire to imitate them. Ihe 
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ceſſary to check, in the bud, every propenſity 
to folly or to vice; to root out every mean, 
ſelfiſh, | and ungenerous ſentiment; to warm 
and animate the heart in the purſuit of virtue 
and honour, The experience of ages has hi- 


therto diſcovered no ſurer method of giving 
right impreſſions to young minds, than by fre- 


quently exhibiting to them thoſe bright examples 
which hiſtory affords, and, by that means, in- 
ſpiring them with thoſe ſentiments of public and 
private virtue which breathe in the et of 
the ſages of antiquity, e | / 
In this view, I have ever ed vo ac- 


portant branch in the education of a gentleman. 
Not to mention that the ſlowneſs with which 
he acquires them, prevents his memory from 


reaſon can compare and diſtiuguiſh, he becomes 
acquaintad by degrees with the virtuous cha- 


impre ſſions theſe have made, and the reſtraints 


to which he has been accuſtomed, ſerve as 4 


cheek to the many tumultuous W which 
the ideas of religion alone would, at that age, 
be unable to control. Every victory he ob- 
8 over himſelf re as a new guard to 
Toy | | virtue. 
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victue,, When. he errs, he becomes. ſenſible of 
bis wWeakpeſs, which, at the fame, time that i it 
teaches, hic, moderation, and forgiveneſs to 
others, ſhows. the neceſſity. of keeping. a firicter 
watch, over his own actions. During Wl 
combats, his reaſoning faculties Expand, 
judgment. ſtrengthens, and, while he hoodies 
acquainted with, the corruptions of the world, 

he fixes himſelf in the practice of virtue. Is 
A man thus educated, enters upon the theatre 
of the would, with many and great adyantages. 
Accuſtomed to reflection, acquainted with hu- 
man nature, the ſtrength of virtue, and de- 
pravity of vice „ he can trace actions to their 
ſource,. and be enabled, i in the affairs ef life, ts to 


avail himſelf of the, wiſdom and experience of 


paſt ages. 
Very different is the modern Plan of. edu- 


cation, "followed by many, eſpecially, with the 
children of perſons. in ſuperior ranks” T hey 


ate introduced into the world almoſt from, their 


very-infancy. -:1n place of having their minds 
ſtored with the bright examples of antiquity, or 
| thoſe of modern times, the fir ſt kngwledge they 
A acquire 18 of the vices with, which they are 
farrounded 3 and. they. learn what mankind. are, 
without ever knowing what they ought to be. 
Peſſeſſed of no ſentiment. of yartue, of no ſocial 


affeRion, they flee; to e of their 
Wiley, 


in: 


FSobntry, ſhut them out from his councils, 


38 welch of friends as incapable of erg 
they fink refletion'in a life of diffipation. - 
2 2 4 

1 if the probable” confequeages of thoſe Aifs 
| bien modes of education be fuch a8 I hre. 
men died," nere can be little doubt *6"which - © 
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8900 nag ma jon of every ſelfiſh appetite, 
diene any other reſtraint than what“ ſelfa 
intereſt Maid. ; In men thus eduCated:; youth 

& not theTeafon of virtue ; they have contracted 
the cold indifference ad all the Wees of age, 
long” before they arrive at manhb6od. If they hy 
155 to the great offices of the Rate} they bet * 
come” minilters as void of kliowIedge "48 of 
eee ; equally regardleſs of the fatibnal 159 
honour as of their own, their” fyſtem bf go:; 
vernment (if. it can be called a ſyſtem) looks * 
nat hey bey ond the preſent moment, and any ap- 

Parent 18 ons fo for the public good, are meant 

only. rops to ſupport themſelves in office. 

In the field, af the head of armies, indifferent 

as to the fate of their fellow?ſoldiers,” or of their 

country, they make their power the miniſter 

of their pleaſures. If the wiſdom of their ſo- 
vergjgn” ſhould, | happily for himſelf and his 


wp 
* 
ITY 


ſhould” they be” confined to a private ſtation, 
finding no entertainment in their own breaſts, 


the” Preference belongs, even though that _ | 1 
en F Thou "HY lels A 1 
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than its oppoſite to thoſe elegant accompliſh- 
ments which decorate ſociety. But, upon ex- 
amination, I believe even this objection will 
vaniſh; for, although I willingly, admit, that 
a certain degree of pedantry is inſeparable 


from the learning of the divine, the phyſician, 
F or the lawyer, which a late commerce with 
te world is unable to wear off, yet learning 


"bs, in no reſpect, inconſiſtent, either with that 
graceful eaſe and elegance of addreſs peculiar 
to men of faſhion, or with what, in modern 
phraſe, is called knowledge of the world. The 
man of ſuperior accompliſhments will, indeed, 
be indifferent about many things Which are 
the chief objects of attention to the modern 
fine gentleman. To conform to all the minute 
changes of the mode, to be admired for the 
gaudineſs of his equipage, to boaſt of his ſuc- 
ceſs in intrigue, or publiſh favours he never 
received, will, to o him, pe frivolous and diſ- 
een eee W 
As many of the bad effects of the preſent 
Gltem of etlucation may be attributed to a 
premature introduction into the world, I Mall 
| conclude this paper, by reminding thoſe Pa- 
rents and guardians who are ſo anxious to 
bring their children and pupils early into 
public life, that one of the fineſt gentlemen, 
© whe brighteſt e the 8 uſeful and beſt 
„ ; 1 informed 
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informed citizens of which antiquity has left 
us an example, did not think himſelf qualified 
to appear in public till the age of twenty 
ſix, and continued his ſtudies, for ſome years 
after, under the eminent teachers of Greece 
and Rome. a N „ 
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Ae qtoransism 18iup bas lit & bau Sv: 
— 443 * 0 13; 20 A SIM ol An 10 north 9 
Dieb 27 „ bolt sd bas 9960) bas 
| ? No 16. sarorosr, de e. 
5 * * 5 | f 29800 & 
2 " by; prima vera gioventu de Panno,. N 5 
Balla madre i fori, * 


5 555 Derbe novelle, e di novelli amori ; a 
Tu korn ben, ma tera be, 
No tornano i ferent "hy n 
N 2  fortunati d a le | ie File. © GAU. 
> nnn 
1 HE 7 of the return of Spring baye been 
frequently remarked, as well relation 
to the human ming, as to the animal and vege- 
table world, The reviving power of this 7. 
ſon has been traced from the fields to the herds 
that inhabit, them, and from” the lower claſtes 
of beings up to man. Gladneſs and joy a 
deſeribed as prevailing through. univerſal” 1 na- 


-of. the birds, and the pipe of the ſhepherd, mr. 
I know not if it be from a "fingular, ot a 
enſlrable diſpoſition, that 1 have often. felt 
in my own mind ſornething 5 very. different from 

aiety, «ſuppoſed to wt the inſeparable 

» "on ak; le 'of the ver nal bene. Amidſt© the 

* . 7 1 lit + Verdure oo the m7 * the 3 


ture, animating the low of the cattle, the carrol 
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have found a ſtill and quiet melancholy take 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul, which the beauty of the 
landſcape, and the melody of the "_ rather 
ſoothed than oyereame.. , . , 
Perhaps ſome reaſon may be given why this 
ſort of feeling ſhould prevail over the mind, in 
thoſe qnoments of deeper penſiveneſs \to,which 
every thinking mind is liable, more at this time 
of the year than at any other. Spring, as the 
renewal of verdure and of vegetation, becomes : 
naturally the ſeaſon of remembrance. . We are 
ſurrounded with objects new only in their fe- 
vival, but which we acknowledge as our ac- 
quaintance in the years that are paſt. Winter, 
Which ſtopped the progreſſion of nature, re- 
moved them From | us for a while, and we meet, 
like friends lo 8 with emotions rather of 
tenderneſs 2 0 | = 
This, train of | lA once awaked, memor _—_ 
Wins over a ve . And, in | 
fuch a. dilpoſition of hind objects G cheer: | 
fulneſs and delight; a are, fromgthoſe very qua- "4 
lities, , the moſt adapted to inſpire that milder 
ſort ef ſadneſs ch, in the language of our '$ 
| native WW 2 pleaſant and mournful to 
ola t 2 ſoul.“ hey. w ll, inſpire this, 1 4 only 9.5 
ae 
1 future; 25 an, anxious 1 
| Jportive 5 of the. chi J, 
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often thinks of the cares, of manhood, and the 


ſorrows of 

This effect vil, at leaſt, be commonly fele 
by perſons who have lived long, enough to ſee, 
and had reflection enough to obſerve, the vi- 
ciſſitudes of life, Even thoſe who have never 
experienced ſevere calamities, will find, in the 
review of their years, a thouſand inſtances of 


> fallacious promiſes and diſappointed hopes. 


* 


the companio 


The dream of childhood, and the project of 
youth, have vaniſhgd to give place, to ſenſa- 
tions of a very different kind. In the peace 
and beauty of the rural ſcene which Spring firſt 


unfolds to us, we are apt, to recal the former 


ſtate, with an exaggerated idea of its happineſs, 
and to feel the preſent wth increaſed dillatiſ. 
faction. 


But the neil of meer tops 4 id 


the repreſentation » |. OUT ſelves. ; it traces alſo 
anqMends,.of our early days 
's the changes which they have un- 


and 


dergone.” It is a dizzy. ſort of recollection to 
F think over the names of our ſchool- ſellows, 
. = * and to conſider how very few of them the 
mae of accidents, and the Reeg of time, have 
left within our reach. This, however, is leſs 
pointed than the reflection on the fate of thoſe. 
whom affinity or frieadſhip linked, oli fide, 


mh an cg ny „ „ oo „ „ „ eh fend front A 
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(ſometimes not a leſs painful conſideration) 
eſtrangement of affection, has . a: from us 
for ever. 

T am not ſure if the diſpoſition to tofleQions 
of this ſort be altogether a ſafe or a proper one, 
I am aware, that, if too much indulged, or al- 
lowed to become habitual, it may diſqualify the 
mind for the more active and buſtling ſcenes of 
life, and unfit it for the enjoyments of ordinary 
ſociety; but, in a certain degree, I am per- 
ſuaded it may be found uſeful. We are all of 
us too little inclined to look into our own! 
minds, all apt to put too high a value on the 
things of this life. But a man under the im- 
preſſions I have- deſcribed, will be ſed to look 
into himſelf, and will ſee the vanity of ſetting 
his heart upon external enjoyment. He will 
feel nothing of that unſocial ſpirit which gloomy 
and aſcetic ſeverities inſpire ; but the gentle, 
and not unpleaſing melancholy that will be dif- 
| fuſed over his foul, will fill it with a calm and 
ſweet benevolence, will elevate him much above 
any mean or ſelfiſh paſſion. It will teach him 
to look upon the reſt of the world as his bre- 
thren, travelling the ſame road, and ſubject to 
the like calamities with himſelf; it will prompt 
his wiſh to alleviate and aſſuage the bitterneſs 
of their ſufferings, and extinguiſh in his heart 
| eycry ſentiment of malevolence or of e envy. 4 
ö 9 Amid 
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Amidſt the tide of pleaſure which flows on 
a mind of little ſenſſbility, there may be much 


ſocial jdy without any ſocial affection; but, in 
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& heart of the mould I allude to above, though 
the joy may be leſs, there will, 1 believe, be 
more happineſs and more virtue. 

It is rarely from the precepts of the moraliſt, 
or the mere ſenſe of duty, that we acquire the 
virtues of gentleneſs, diſintereſtedneſs, benevo- 
lence, and humanity. The feelings muſt be, 
won, as well as the reaſon convinced, before 
men change their conduct. To them the world 
addreſſes itſelf, and is heard: it offers pleaſure 
to the preſent hour; and the promiſe of ſatiſ- 
faction in the future is too often preached in 
vain. But he who can feel that luxury of pen- 
ſive tenderneſs of which I have given ſome faint 

ſketches in this paper, will not eaſily be won 
from the pride of virtue, and the dignity of 
thought, to the inordinate gratifications of vice, 
or the intemperate amuſements of folly. 


- . 
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S Lam beats that. you” will not t think | 


| it without the province af a work ſuch 

| — * to throw your eye ſometimes upon 

the inferior ranks: of, life, where there is any 
error that calls loud for amendment, I will 

make no apology for e n ens 
narrative: FP 

464 was; mere, abe five wn to a 

young; man in a good way of buſineſs as a 

grocer, whoſe character, for ſobriety and di- 
Agence in his trade, was ſuch as to give me 


te aſſurance of a very comfortable eſtabliſnj- 


ment in the mean time, and, in caſe. Pro- * 
*, vidence ſhould: bleſs us with children, the pro- & 


ſpect of making a tolerable proviſion for them. 


For three: years after our marriage there never 


| waste. - happier couple. Our tho was ſo well 
as to require the conſtant at- 


We tesidane of both” of us; and, as it was. my 


e ſee the cheerful "RE; . 4 MN 8 $ | 
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my huſband, and the obliging attention which 
he ſhowed to. every cuſtomer, he has often, 
during that happy time, declared to me, that 
"I the ſight of my face behind the counter 
| (though indeed, Sir, my looks are but home- 
ly) made him think his humble condition far 
more bleſſed than that of the wealthieſt of our 
| neighbours, | whoſe: poſſeſſions deprived them 
of the high ſatisfaction of purchaſing, by their 
? daily labour, the comfort and det of a 
| - beloved obje g. * 
| 65 In ͤ the evenings, after our ſmall repaſt, 
1 8 which, if the day had been more than uſually 
5 buſy, we ſometimes ventured to finiſn with a 
I} glaſs or two of punch; while my huſband was 
| A conſtantly engaged with his books and ac 
| 


* 
8 
** 


| © _counts, it was my employment to fit by his 
ſſde knitting, and, at the ſame time, to tend 
the cradle of our firſt child, a girl, Who is 
mn a fine prattling creature of four years of 
zg, and begins alteady to give me ſome little 
| aſſiſtance in the care of her younger, een . 
ay. kſter, .. - Kos 5 n "IE 
Brauch was the pieture of oer little any in 
which we once enjoyed all the happineſs . 
virtuous induſtry, and the moſt perfect aſfer- 
- _ tioh, can beſtow. But thoſe 8 _ 
1 , Mes ag are now at an 8 
Wy _—_— "hs 
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The ſources of unhappineſs in my ſituation 
are very different from thoſe of other unfor- 
tunate married perſons: It is not of my huſ- 
band's idleneſs or extravagance, his ill- nature 
or his avarice, that I have to complain; neither 
are we unhappy from any decreaſe of affection, 
zor dilagreement in our opinions. But I will 
not, Sir, keep you longer in ſuſpenſe. In ſhort, 
it is my misfortune that 180 . is become 
u Man of Taſte. 

The firſt ſymptom of this 8 for it is 
now become a diſeaſe indeed, manifeſted itſelf, 
as I have ſaid, about two years ago, when it 
was my huſband's ill luck*to receive one day 
from a cuſtomer, in payment of à pound of 
ſugar, a erooked piece of ſilver, which he, at 
firſt, miſtook for a ſhilling, but found, on 


examination, to have ſome ſtrange characters 


upon it, which neither of us could make any 
thing of. An acquaintance coming in, who, 
it ſeems, had ſome knowledge of thoſe mat= 
ters, declared it at once to be a very curious 
coin of Alexander - the Third; and, affirming 
that he knew a. virtuoſo who would be ex- 
tremely glad to be poſſeſſed of it, bid him 
half a gitinea for it upon the. ſpot. My poor 
huſband; + who knew as little of Aleaander the 
Tha as of Alexander the Great, or his other ä 
* the Copperſmith, was nevertheleſs, * 
; G 2 perſuaded, 
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. perſuaded, > Jay the, extent of che offer, and 
the opinion, he, had of his friend's diſcern- 
1 ment, that he was poſſeſſed of a very valuable 
„ curioſity; and in this he was fully confirmed, 
when, on ſhewing it to the virtuoſo. aboye 
mentioned, he was immediately offered triple 
the former ſym. This too was tejected, and 
rde crooked-coin,was now.,judged. to be ineſi- 
mable. It would, tire your patience, Mr. 
Mixk ok, to deſcribe minutely the progreſs, of 
my huſband'g delirium. The neighbours ſoon 
| * heard of our acquiſition, and flocked, to be in- 
1 dulged wick a ſight of Ie Others who had 
vuoaluable cuxioſities f the ſame king, hut Who 
were prudent enough not to reckon them quite 


vailed on by my buſband to,gxchange, tem for 
guineas half guineas, and \crqwa, pieggs ze fo 


* of being polleſſed of twenty pieces, all af anglti- 
walls values, which;coft him oniy the hifling 
ef nad h 
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beyond all price, were, by much,entgeaty, re- 


42 in about a month's time, be cou} pelt | 
45 on But the malady did not felt here; it is a 


"Every Rr of. nature, or of att; 8 | 
able either for beauty or deſormity, but parti- A 
Wo | if abe or. ala, 15 * the * 
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of my huſband's s avidity. The profits of our 
buſineſs, once conſiderable, but now daily di- 
miniſhing, are expended, not only on coins, 


but on ſhells, lumps of different coloured tones, 4 


dried butterflies, old pictutes, Tagged daten ood Ss 
Polar ma barchments. 
122 iy which it was once my "—"_ 
* e to keep in order, it would be now 
ually vain to attempt cleaning as the ark of * 
Noah. T he children's bed is ſupplied by an | 
"Indian canoe; and the poor little ereatures fleep | 
three of them in a hammocky/Mung up to the 
roof between a fluffed crocodile and the ſkeleton 
” of 'A'talf with two heads, Even the commodi- 4,» 
tles of our ſhop/ have been turned out to make 
room for traſh and vermin. Mies, owls, and 
bath, ire perched upon the top of our ſhelves ; 
- ane it was but yeſterday, that, putting my 
2» hand” into à glaſs jar that uſed to contain 
pickles, I laid e of a ne nee in place, : 
1 e 3 8 
"9 yn eres of my foul, Mr, Minne 
I have been often tempted to revenge myſelf on 
3 3 objects 6f my huſpand's phrenzy, by burn» 
Jag, fmaſhing ) und deſtroying them without 
e butzadeſides that ſuch violent pro- 
es Wight habe effects too dreadful upon 2 
en Wich, I feat, is altgady much unſettled, 
Ivy ccd not- ke ſuch a courſe, . being 
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guilty of a fraud to our creditors, ſeveral of 
whom will, I believe, ſooner or later, find it 
their only means of reimburſement, to take 
back each man his own monſters, 
Meantime, Sir, as my. huſband conſtantly 
peruſes your paper (one inſtance of his taſte 
which T cannot object to), I have ſome ſmall 
* hopes that *a. good effect may be produced by 
giving him a fair view of himſelf in your moral 
looking-glaſs. If ſuch ſhould be the happy 
conſequence of your publiſhing this letter, you 
fhall have the ſincereſt thanks of a grateful 
heart, from your now diſconſolate humble ſer- 


- 9. vant, 


4 


N REBECCA Pauxe. 


[ cannot i "WY my, Lulpitiony that 
Mrs. Reberti Nrune has got ſomebody to write 
ber letter. If the wrote it herſelf, I am afraid 
- : it may be thought that the grocer's wife, who ” 

Oh is fo knowing in what ſhe, deſcribes, and 2 

Joke ſo learnedly on her ſpouſe's ignorance! of 
the hee Alexanders, has not much reaſon, by 
complain of her huſband being a nan .. 
| Her caſe, however, is truly diſtreſsful, and 
+ in the particular ſpecies of her huſband's, dig. . 
order, rather ucommon. The taſte of a man . 
in his ſtation generally looks for ſome reputation 
from his neighbours and the world, a * Hm 


_ out x doors to mew itſelf to both, 
. | "Mp? 
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I remember, a good many years ago, to 
have viſited the villa of a citizen of Bath, who 
had made a conſiderable fortune by the pro- 
feſſon of a toyman in that city. It was cu- 
rious to obſerve how much he had carried the 
ideas of his trade into his houſe and grounds, if 
ſuch might be called a kind of Gothic build- 
ing, & about 18 feet by 12, and an incloſure, 
ſome what ſhort of an acre, The firſt had only 

a few cloſets within; but it made a moſt gallant 
and warlike ſhew without. It had turrets about 
the ſize of the king at nine pins, and battlements 
like the fide-cruſt of a Chriſtmas gooſe-pye, To 
complete the appearance of a ca/tle, we entered 
by a drawebridge, which, in conſtruction and 
dimenſions, exactly reſembled: the lid of a tra- 
velling-trunk. To the right of the houſe was 
2 puddle, which, however, was dignified with 
the name of a harbour, defended by two redoubts, 

under cover of Which lay a veſſeł of the ſize of an 
ordinary bathing-tub, mounting a parcel of old 
toothpick-caſes,. fitted up into guns, and manned ++, 
with ſome of the toyman's little family of play»  . 
thing figures, with red jackets and ſtriped trow- _ 

ſers, whom he had impreſſed into the ſervice. 
The place where this veſſel lay, a fat little man, 
whom I had met on the ſhore, who ſeemed an 

intimate . acquaintance "of the proprietor, in- 

N * was called Sp:thead, and the ſhip's 

S name, 
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1 * ſwered, 


* Licerons looked upon as a maſter-froke — 
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name, he told me, pointing to the picture on 


her ſtern, was the Victory. 
Ibis gentleman afterwards conducted me, 
not without ſome fear, acroſs a Chineſe bridge, 


to a pagoda, in, which it was neceſſary to aſſume 


the poſture of devotion, as there was not room 
to ſtand upright. On the ſides of the great ſer- 


pentine wall, as he termed it, by which 5 
turned from this edifice, I ſound a device, w 


genius. The. ground: was ſhaped into the 
figures of the different ſuits of cards; ſo that here 
was the hemt walk, the diamond walk, the club 
had the additional advantage of being ſure to 
produce a pun. On my obſerving how pleaſant 
and ingenious all this was, my conductor an- 
Ay, ay, let him alone for that; he 
© has given them a little of every thing, you 
„ ſee; and ſo he may, i a” "ma ag 
1 woelfaffird" o 8 10 


""* I believe we Mut reſt NIE mation 8 


"ts land of ſreedom there is no reſſraiging 4 
Nberty of being ridiculaus; I uld only intreat 
Mr. Prune, and indeed many of his betters, t 

have ſome regard for their wives and families, 


and not to make fools: of themfe]ves,, tith, like | 
r A 1 hey hy very well afford Fe 
: £ OG. 4:4 + 2M Foe N 
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Laudabunt alii claram RAW aut Apttien.” wy 
3 7 Het: 

Noe is | niotermguſing* to elbe; 
than to obſerve the different characters 
of the inhabitants of the countries throughtly 
which he paſſes; and to find, upon croſſing a 
river r mountain, as marked a difference in 
the manners, the ſentiments, and the opinions 
of the people, as in their appearance; their dreſs, 
or their language. Thus, the eaſy vivacity of 
the French; is as oppoſite to the dignified gra- 
-vity of the Spaniard, on the one hand, as it is 

| 0 the phlegmatic dulneſs of the Gerwan on 91 
"-the other. But, though all allow tigt every 24 1 
hation has ſome ſtriking feature, ſome diſtin- 255 22 
-gaiſhing charaReriftic, philoſophers: ate net *-.. nt 
agreed a8 80 the cauſes of that diſtinction. + Wy 
Monteſpuien has exerted all the powers of tip Mn 
genius to prove; that difference ade is he 
* only cauſe of the difference of d- 
at eharactersy and' it is not ſurpriſiag that 
e opintom of ſo g feat a man ſhould have 
Sade muck» ground. None of: his followers 
has 3 matter farther than the author % 
* Be | G*s: Recherches © 
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Recherches Philoſophiques fur les Americains, 
"Whoſe chief object ſeems to have been to ſhow, 
that the climate of America is of ſuch a nature, 


IM that, from its baneful influence, even the hu- 
2 


4 man ſpecies has degenerated in that quarter of 
me globe. 
1 muſt confeſs, however, that I have often 
— doubted as to the juſtneſs of this opinion; and, 
though J do not mean to deny that climate has 
in influence on man, as well as on other ani- 
mals, I cannot help thinking that Monteſiuieu, 
and the writers who have adopted his ſyſtem, 
have attributed by far too much to it. 

It muſt be allowed, that man is leſs affected 
by the influence of climate than any other ani- 
mal. But of all the human race, an American 
ſavage ſeems to approach the neareſt, in the ge- 


neral condition of his life, to the brute crea» | 


tion, and, of conſequence, ought to be moſt 
ſubject to the power of climate. And yet, if 
we compare an Indian with an European pea- 
funt or manufacturer, we ſhall be apt to think, 

that the former, conſidered as an individual, 


8 8 holds a higher rank in the ſcale of being _ 
"# the latter. 
The ſavage, quitting his cabin, goes to be | 
"nite of his tribe, and'there delivers his ſen- I 
timents on the affairs of his little nation with a 
uk, a force, and an | Energy, that might do 5 
1 * LS 
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honour to an European orator, Thence he 
goes to make war upon his foes ; and, in the 
field, diſcovers a ſagacity in his ſtratagems, a 
boldneſs in his deſigns, a perſeverance in his 
operations, joined with a patience of fatigue and 
of ſuffering, that have long been objects of ad- : 
miration, and which filled the inhabitants of 
the Old World, when they firſt beheld them, 
with wonder and aſtoniſhment. How ſuperior * ,, _ WI 
ſuch a being to one occupied, day after day, in 2 
turning the head of a pin, or forming the wid 14 
of a Button, and poſlefling not one idea beyond 2 
the buſineſs in which he is immediately em- 7 
ployed |! 'F 
It may perhaps be objeQted, that no fair 
compariſon can be made where the ſtate of 
ſociety is ſo different, the neceſſary effect of 
Civilization being to introduce a diſtinction of 
ranks, and to ſink the lower orders of men 
far beneath that ſtation to which by, nature 
they are entitled. But, allowing, this obſerya=s 1. 
tion to be juſt, we ſhall find, upon Comparing» 2 
dhe ſavage of America with the ſavage of Eur 
as deſcribed, by, Cæſar and Tacitus, that the | 
former is. at leaſt equal to the latter in all. the 2 
virtues ahove enumerated. 
Wie need not, however, go fo far for in- 
| Ln, to ſhow, that other cauſes act more 
powerfully than climate, in forming the mann 
2 WE... G 6 * ners, Y 
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ners, and fixing the characters of men. Eondon 
and Paris are, at preſent, the firſt cities in Eu- 
rope, in point of opulence and number of in- 
habitants; and in no other part of the weſtern 

world are the polite and elegant arts cultivated 

to ſuch advantage. But the inhabitants of thoſe. 
cities differ eſſentially in manners, ſentiments, 


* and opinions; while, at the fame time, they 


breathe an air ſo very much alike, that it is 
impoſſible to impute that difference, in any 
conſiderable degree, to difference of climate; 
and, perhaps, it may not be a difficult taſt to 
point out various other cauſes, which may en- 
able us to account ſufficiently for the diſtine · 
tion r, the n nne of . tu 
2 2 1 1443985 þ 
-In 2 the power of the great e | 
was ſooner reduced within bounds than in 
England; and, in proportion as their power 
fell, that of the monarch rofe; | But no 
"ſooner was the authority of the crown eſtas 
-” Wiſhed on a firm baſis, than the court became 
0 45 object of the firſt attention and importance. 
Ever) man of genius, of diſtinction, and of 


trank, haſtened thither, in hopes of meeting with 

; that encouragement which his talents merited, 
or of being able to diſplay, on the only hroper 
theatre, thoſe advantages which he poſſeſſed, 
either in * or in bs own __—_— 


vaded every branch of nen and every 
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i Thus Paris, the ſeat of the court, became 
the centre of all that was great and noble, 
elegant and polite. The manners every day 
became more and more poliſhed; and no 
man who did not poſſeſs the talents. neceſſary 
to make himſelf agreeable, could expect to 
riſe in the world, however great his abilities 


might otherwiſe de. The pleaſures of ſociet, 


were cultivated with care and affiduity ; and 
nothing tended more to promote them, than 
that free intercourſe which ſoon came to take 
place between the ſexes. All men ſtudied to 
acquire thoſe graces and accompliſhments by 
which alone they could hope to recommend 
themſelves to the ladies, whoſe: inſſuence per- 


department of the ſtate. let”; 
In England, on the other hand, the crown 
gained little by the fall of the nobility. The 


high prerogative exerted by the Princes of the 


Tudor race, was of ſhort" durations. A "third _ 
order ſoon aroſe; that, for a time, «trampled 


alike on the throne and the nobles. * And, even * 


alter the conſtitution was at length happil7 


fettled, the Sovereign remained ſo limited in * 
power and in revenue, that his court never 


abguired a degree of influence or ſplendour at 


"allcomparable' to that of the French monarch. 
London had become ſo great and opulent by its 


2 „ commerce, that the reſidence. of the 


0 * S » „* 3 court * 
1 * | FOES 


Rs 
- 


* 
2 

* - 
N 


134 THE MIRROR. Ne 18, 


court could add little to that conſideration in 
which it was already held. This circumſtance 
had a powerful effect on the manners. What 
was looked upon as a virtue at Paris, was in 
London conſidered as a vice. There induſtry 
and frugality were ſo eſſentially requiſite, that 
every elegant accompliſhment was rejected as in- 
compatible with thoſe great commercial virtues. 
| The dark and gloomy ſpirit of fanaticiſm, 
which prevailed fo univerſally. in England dur- 
ing the laſt century, ferved as an additional 
barrier againſt the progreſs. of politeneſs and 
elegance of manners. Add to this, that the 
Engliſh (owing perhaps to the ſuperior de- 
gree of liberty they enjoy, and to their. high 
independent ſpirit) have ever been more at- 
tached to a country life than any civilized | 
people in Europe; and this laſt cireumſtance, 
light as it may appear, has perhaps had as 
. powerful an influence as any I have mentioned. 
W Aman, who lives in retirement, may be ſincere, 
_ open; honourable, above diſſimulation, and free 
' from diſguiſe ; but he never can poſſeſs that eaſe 
of behaviour, and that elegance of manners, 
which nothing but a familiar acquaintance with 
me world, and the habit of mingling in ſociety, 
and of converſing with perſons of different ranks 
and different characters, can beſto ww | 
Let us not, however, repine at the ſuperiority 
of our neighbours in this reſpect. It is, perhaps, . 
2 im, 
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impoſſible to poſſeſs, at once, the uſeful and the 
agreeable qualities in an erfiinent degree; and 
if caſe an politeneſs be only attainable at the 
expence of ſincerity in the men, and chaſtity in 
the women, I flatter myſelf, there ate few of 
my readers who would not think the UI 
made at too high a price. 


I have, of late, remarked, with regret, an 


affectation of the manners of France, and a 
diſpoſition in ſome of the higher ranks to intro- 
duce into this iſland that ſpecies of gallantry 
which has ſo long prevailed in that nation. 
But, happily, neither the habits, the diſpoſi- 
tions, the genius of our people, nor that mix- 
ture of ranks which our conſtitution neceſſarily 
produces, will admit of it. In France, they 


contrive to throw over their greateſt exceſſes a 


veil ſo delicate and ſo fine, as in ſome meaſure 
to hide the deformity of vice, and even at times 
to beſtow upon it the ſemblance of virtue. But 
with us, leſs delicate and leſs refined, vice ap- 
pears in its native colours, without concealment 
and without diſguiſe ; and, were the gallantry 
of Paris tranſplanted into this ſoil, it would ſoon 
degenerate into groſs debauchery. At preſent, 
my countrywomen are equally reſpected for 
their virtue, as admired for their beauty; and 1 
une wall be long before they ceaſe to be ſo, 
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1* friend Mr. ee s early retire- 
ment, and long reſidence in the coun- 


3 try, have given him many pecullarities, to 


which, had he continued longer in the wörld, 
and had a freer intercourſe with mankind, be 
would probably not have been ſubject. Theſe 
give to his manner an apparent hardnefs,” which, 
in reality, is widely different from his natural 
diſpoſition. . 

As he paſſes much time in Rudy and foll= 
tude, and is naturally ef a thodgbtfur Caſt, 
_ the ſudjects of Which he reads, and the opi- 
nions which he forms, make a ſttong and deep 
' impreffion on his mind; they becbme, as it 
were, friends and companions from whom he 
. is unwilling to "be ſeparated. '' Hence he com- 
W . monly { ſhews a a diſpoſition to take à lead "ity, 

>" give the tone to converſation, Ad deli 

vers his opinions too much in the maler of a 
lecture. And, though bis eutlolkty and love 
2 of. information concur with. that *pollteneſs 
8 which he is ever ſtudious to obſerve, to make 
bim liſten with patience And Attention to the 
opinions of others, yet, it muſt be conſeſſed, 


that he is apt to deliver his own with u | 
— 20 8. 
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common degree of warmth, and J have very ſel- 
dom found him diſpoſed to ſurrender them. 

I find, owe ver, nothing - difagreeable in 
this peculiarity of my friend. The natural 
ſtrength of his underſtanding, , the extent, of 
his knowledge, and that degree of taſte w * 8 
he has derived from a ſong conception of the | 
ſublime, the tender, and the beautiful, affſt. 
ed by an extenſive acquaintance with the ele, 
gant writers, both of ancient and modern . : 
times, render his converſation, in many re- 4 
ſpecs, both inſtructive and entertaining and 
that ſingularity of opinion, which is the natu- 
ral conſequence of bis want of opportunities 
of comparing bis own ideas with thoſe of 5 
others, affords me an additional pleaſure. Butt. 
above all, I am delighted with the goodneſs of 
heart which breaks forth i in every ſentiment. be 
delivers. 2 

Mr. Unphraville s ſiſſer, who is often pre 
ſent, and ſometimes takes a part in thoſe con- 
verſations, is of a character at once amiable and 


reſpeable. . TI. + + 


RE. 


1 time > Fr the peruſal of novels and romances ; but, | Fs 
though ſhe {till retains a partiality for” the few N 
Works of that Find which are poſſeſſed of merit, 


bet grading i 18 now chiefly could to works of 
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Miſs Umphravills, though ſhe has not ſo 
much learning,. poſſeſſes, perhaps, no leſs abi- 
lity as a woman, than her brother does as a 
man; and, having leſs peculiarity in her way 
of thinking, has, conſequently, a knowledge 
better fitted for common life. It is pleaſing 
to obſerve how Miſs Umphraville, while ſhe 


always appears to at an under-part, and 


ſometimes, indeed, not to act a part at all, yet 
watches, with a tender concern, over the ſingu- 


larities of her brother's diſpoſition; and, with- 


out betraying the ſmalleſt conſciouſneſs of her 
power, generally contrives to direct him in the 
moſt material parts of his conduct. 

Mr. Umphraville is the beſt maſter, and the 
beſt landlord, that ever lived. The rents of 
bis eſtate have undergone ſearee any alteration 
5 ſince he eame to the poſſeſſion of it; and his. te- 
nants too are nearly the ſame- The ancient 
poſſeſſors have never been removed from motives 


WP of intereſt, or without ſome very particular rea- 


ſon; z and the few new ones he has choſen to in- 
troduce, are, for the moſt part, perſons who 
have been ſervants in his family, whoſe fidelity 


and attachment he has.rewarded by a gr 
* © t a low rent. 


I haye had many a pleatgn# converſation, 
about ſun- ſet in a ſummer evening, with -— 
venerable POT Ing villagers. Their * 
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ledge of country- affairs, the ſagacity of their 
remarks, and the manner, acquired by a reſi- 
dence in Mr. Umphraville's family, with which 
they are accuſtomed to deliver them, have af- 
forded me much entertainment. 8 


It is delightful to hear them run out in >: | 
praiſes of their landlord, They have told me 4 
there is not a perſon in his neighbourhood, 'F 
who ſtands in need of his aſſiſtance, who has 
not felt the influence of his generoſity ; which, 2 
they ſay, endears him to the whole country. 35 
Yet, ſuch is the effect of that reſerved and par- 
ticular manner which my friend has contracted, | F 
that, while his good qualities have procured > | 
him great eſteem, and the diſintereſtedneſs of 8 
his diſpoſition, with the opinion, entertained” .. 

of his honour and integrity, has always pre- 0 - = 
vented him from falling into diſputes or qua- 
rels with his neighbours, there is ſcarcely one 
of them with” whom he lives on terms of fa- 
miliatity. 

Mr. Unlieville, in the earlier part of his 
life, Had an attachment to an amiable young 
lady. Their ſituation at that time might have ” 4 
made ant/avowal"of his paſſion equally fatal to 
both; and, though it was not without a ſevere 
frigate,” Mr. Umphraville had firmneſs enough 8 
to ſuppreſs the declaration of an attachment he 8 
was [unable to fabdue. The lady, ſome time Ma 
. _ after, a5 


-+ 


© Zhaye my fair readers any reaſon to be. offended 
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after, married; Raes chat ted. Mr. Umpbra- 
ville has never ſeen her, or been known ſo much 2 
as once to mention her name; but I am eredibly : 
informed, that, by his intereſt, her eldeſt ſon has 
obtained high preferment in the army. The 
only favour which Mr. Umphraville ever aſked 
from any great man was for this young gentle- 
manz hut neither the lady herſelf, nor any of 
her family, know by whoſe. nee ad- 
vancement has been procure . 
Though it is poſſible, that, if Mr. Unipbra- 
wile had married at an early period of life, his 
mind, even in à ſtate of retirement, woul! 
have retained a poliſh, and eſcaped many of 
thoſe |peculiarities it has now contracted; yet, 
Lon, L am rather inclined to believe chis re- 
maining ſingle a fortunate. circumſtance, Nor 1 


_ * 
r Se. oe. A. nd 
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at the remark :- great talents, even in à ge · 
nerous and benevolent mind, are ſometimes 
attended with a certain want of -pljability, 

. which is ill ſuited to the cordialities of do- 

meſtic life. A man of ſuch a: $ſpoſition as 

Mr. Umphraville has now acqyired, might con- 

. - ider” the delicacy, the vivachy, and the fine 

| ſhades, of female character, as frivolous, and 

beneath attention ; or, at leaſt, might be un- 
ale, for any length of time, to receive ſee 
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a ſofter 1 may . as the great and 
amiable perfection of what Mr. Kat calls 


4 
2 


= « The lo of a Elaaven. m_— 

* 1 Hann $3 VAT 7, HA 
Wich al thoſe reſpeRtable talents. which Mr. 
Unpbraville poſſeſſes, with all that generaſity 


«a 
Fa 


of ſentiment, and goodneſs of heart, ſo con- 


ſpicuous in every thing he ſays or does, which 
ſo ſtrongly endear him to his friends, I am apt 
to think, that, in the very intimate connection 


| of the married life, a woman of delicacy and 
f ſenſibility might oſten feel herſelf hurt by the 
N peculiarities of character to which he is ſubject. 

1 ue ſitustion of a wife is, in this reſpect, 
r very; different from that of a fer. Miſs 
d W — Uiiphravilles obſervation of her brother's peëu- 
TH afties, neither leflens her eſteem nor her 
'S affetion for him; "theſe peculiarities ſerve only 
Ys to mbreaſe ner attention to him, and to make 
o- her more ſolieltous to prevent their effects. But 
as in that fill cloſer connection which ſub ſiſts 
= detween hulbag#"14 wife, while the percep- 
ne tion of Mis wemtnels might not have leſſened the 
nd wife's affection, it might have given her a 
n- digeld dich 2 liter. win not be apt to feel: 
as 


filter may obſerve the weakneſſes of a brather 
; 1 45 a bluſh, and endeavour to correct them 
25 | a * oy * Wehen 
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without being n a wife might be able to do 
neither. 


Theſe views which I have given of Mr. Un- 
phraville and his family, may, perhaps, ap- 


pear tedious to my readers. In giving this de- 


tail, I am afraid I have not ſufficiently remem- 
bered, that, as they have not the ſame intimate 
acquaintance with that gentleman which J have, 
they will not feel the ſame intereſt in what re- 
lates to him. 


L S 
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Ne 20. SaTuRDar, April 3, 1779. 
Tuntæne animis cœleſtibus ire? Vs. 


HIL E ſo many ſubjects of contention 
occupy the votaries of buſineſs and 
ambition, and prove the ſource of diſcord; 
envy, jealouſy, and rivalſhip, among mankind, 
one would be apt to imagine, that the pur- 
ſuits and employments of ſtudious and literary 
men would be carried on with calmneſs, good 
temper, and tranquillity. The philoſophic 
ſage, retired from the world, who has truth 
for the obje& of his enquiries, might be will- 
ing, it were natural to ſuppoſe, to give up his 
own ſyſtem, when he found it at variance 
with truth, and would never quarrel with an- 
other for adopting a different one; and the 
man of elegance and taſte, who has literary 
entertainment in view, would not, one ſhould 
think, find fault with the like amuſements of 
other men; or diſpute, with rancour or heat, 
upon 'mere matters of taſte, But the fact has 
been otherwiſe: the diſputes among the learned 
have, in every age, been carried on with 
the utmoſt virulence; and men, pretending 


e have railed at each other with unpa- 


HY — 


3 
r 
4 4 


ä 


ralleled abuſe. Poſſibly the abſtraction from 
the world, in which the philoſopher lives, may 
render him more impatient of contradiction 
than thoſe who mix oftener with common ſocie- 


perception which the man of taſte acquires, may 
PTY be more liable to irritation than the coarſer feel- 
"FI ings of minds Jeſs cultivated and improved. 
lz have been led into theſe remarks by a con- 
verſation at which I happened lately to be 
'prefent, "Laſt week, having left with my Edi- 
tor materials for my next paper, I went to the 
country for a few days, to pay a viſit to a friend, 
# whole real name I ſhall conceal under that of 
* Slvefter. Syluefter, when a young man, had 
Tefifed. to the country, and having ſucceeded to 


4 
. Y * 
— 1 
— 


E bis wants, had lived almoſt conſtantly at home. 
His time was ſpent chiefly i in ſtudy, and he had 
1 * publiſhed fome performances which did honour 
to his genius and his knowledge. During all 
tis time, Sylvefer was the regular correſpondent 
of a gentleman, whom I ſhall here call Alcander, 
+. whole taſte and purfuits were i many reſpecis 

ſimilar to his own. Alcandler, though ne was 

not an author like Sy/ve/ter, had from nature a 
very delicate taſte which had been much im- 

proved by eultüte. From à variety of aggitents 
* . as friends bad not met for a grew ./ 


* 9 


* 
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ties; and perhaps that fineneſs. and delicacy of | 


a "paternal%eſtate," which was ſufficient for all 


"AY 
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of years; but, while I was at Sylveſter's houſe, 
he received a letter from Alcander, notifying 
that gentleman's being on his way to viſit him; 
and ſoon after he arrived accordingly. 

It is not eaſy to deſcribe the pleaſure which 
the two friends felt at meeting. After the firſt 
ſalutations, their diſcourſe took a literary turn, 

I was delighted, as well as inſtructed, with the 
remarks which were made upon men and books, 
by two perſons of extenfive information and ac- 
compliſhed tafte; and the warmth with which 
they made them, added a reliſh to their obſer - 
vations. The converſation laſted till it was 

very late, when my hoſt; and his friend retized 
to their apartments, much pleaſed with, each 


| other, and in full expectation of additional en- 

| tertainment from a continuation of ſuch inter- 

5 courſe at the return of àa new day. | 1 

Next morning, after breakfaſt, their literary a 

. diſcourſe was reſumed.. It turned on a compa- - 

1 riſon of the different genius and merit of 

7 e French and Engliſh authors. Sylvefter ſaid, 

ond there was a power of reaſon- 

4 ing, a tr. engzth of genius, and a depth of re. 

2 flection "Wm -the Engliſh authors, of which the * 

7 French, in 3 were incapable ; and that, 

8 in his opinion, the preference lay greatly..on , 4 

A he ſide of the writers of our on country. © 

or Nl Ar ese ate to Ae + OY 255 
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admitted, there was an appearance of depth in 
many of the Engliſh authors, but he faid it 
was falſe and hollow. He maintained, that 
the ſeeking after ſomething profound, had 
led into many uſeleſs metaphyſical diſquiſi- 
tions, in which the writer had no real merit, 
nor could the reader find any real advantage. 
But the French authors, he ſaid, excelled in 
remarks on life and character, which, as they 
were founded on actual obſervation, might 
be attended with much utility, and, as they 
were expreſſed in the livelieſt manner, could 
not fail to give the higheſt entertainment, 
Mleander, in the courſe of his argument, en- 
deavoured to illuſtrate it by a' compariſon of 
ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed authors of both 
_eountries. Sy/ve/ter, finding thoſe writers whom 
he had ſtudied with attention, and imitated with 
ſucceſs, ſo warmly attacked, replied with ſome 
heat, as if he thought it tended to the diſpa- 
ragement of his own compoſitions. Sylveſter 
ſſaid ſomething about French frivolity; and Al- 
| & cander replied. with a farcaſm on 3 | 
' abſurdity.” d 
© - Finding the converſation take this rr 
turn, I endeavoured to change the ſubject; and 
from the compariſon of the Engliſh and French 
authors, took occaſion to mention that period 
Mt ele * nn been frequently 
4. | | tenined 


ks 
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termed the Auguſtan age of England, when that 
conſtellation of wits appeared which n 
the reign of Queen Anne. 1 MH 

But this ſubject of converſation was as un- 
fortunate as the former. Sylveſter is a pro- 
feſſed admirer of Swift, to whom his attach- 
ment is perhaps heightened by a little Toryiſin 


in his political principles. Alcandèr is a keen 


Il hig, and as great an admirer of Addiſon. 
As the converſation had grown rather warm 
on a genera] compariſon of the authors of one 


country with thoſe of another, fo its warmth 


was much greater when the compariſon was 
made of two. particular favourite authors, 


Sylvgſter talked of the ſtrength, the dignity, 


the forcible obſervation, and the, wit of Swift; 
Alcander of the eaſe, the gracefulneſs, the nas 
tive and agreeable humour of Addiſon. From 


| remarks upon their writings, they went to their 


characters. Sylveſter ſpoke in praiſe of openneſs 
and ſpirit, and threw out ſomething againſt 


envy, jealouſy, and meanneſs. Alcander in- 


veighed againſt pride and ill- nature, and pro- 
nounced an eulogium on elegance, philanthro- 
py, and gentleneſs of manners. Sylvgſter ſpoke 
as if he thought no man of a candid and gene- 
rous mind could be a lover of Addiſon; Alrander, 


as if none but a ſevere and We one 


© gov endure Swift. „„ 
e | - © A ” 5 The i ; 
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The ſpirits of the two friends were now 


heated to a violent degree, and not a little 


rankled at each other. I endeavoured again 


to give the diſcourſe a new direction, and, as 
if accidentally, introduced ſomething about ) 


Epiſtles of Phalaris. I knew both gentlemen 
were maſters of the diſpute upon that ſub- 


Ject, which has ſo much divided the learned, 


and I thought a dry queſtion of this ſort eould 
not poſlibly intereſt them too much. But in 
this T was miſtaken. Sylueſter and Alcander 
took different ſides upon this ſubjeR, as they 


1 bad done upon the former, and ſupported their 


2 
— 


opinions with no leſs warmth than before. Each 
of them catched fire from every thing his oppo- 


nent ſaid, as if neither could think well of the 


1 18 judgment of that man who was of a an opinion 
1 ent from his own. 


With this laſt debate the converſation ended, 


Te our meeting next day, a formal politeneſs 


took place between Sylvgſler and Altander, very 


4 different from that openneſs; and, cordiality of 
manner which they ſhewed at their firſt meet- 


ing. The laft, ſoon after, took his departure; 
and, I believe, neither of them felt that reſpect 


for each other's underſtanding, nor that warmth 
th of affection, which = entertained before this 


viſit, 


&; 
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Alas! the two friends did not conſider that 


it was their being too much alike, their being 
engaged in ſimilar employments, that changed 
their friendſhip into this coldneſs. Both at- 
tached to the ſame purſuits, and accuſtomed to 
indulge them chiefly in ſecluſion and ſolitude, 
they had been too little accuſtomed to bear con- 
tradiction. This impatience of contradiction 


3 
& 
F 


had not been corrected in either, by attention 


to the feelings or views of others; and the 
warmth which each felt in ſupporting his own 
particular opinion, prevented him from giving 
the proper er pre to a rere, of K 
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. day 8 paper I devote to Correſpond- 
88 The firſt of the two letters it 
contains was brought to my Editor by a ſpruce 
footman, who, upon being . aſked whence he 
| replied, from Mrs. * 8. 
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RES», 12 world has, at Mis BOON Shen 
. afflicted with diſeaſes peculiar to the times 
in which they appeared, and the Faculty have, 
with great ingenuity, contrived certain generic 
names by which they might be diſtinguiſhed, 
- jt being a quality of great uſe and comfort in a 
phyfician to be able to tell | preciſely of what 
diforder his patient is likely to die. The ner- 
vous ſeems to be the ailment in greateſt vogue at 
+. preſents a pecies of diſeaſe, which I am apt to 
© conſider as not the leſs terrible for being Teſs 
mortal than many others. I ſpeak not from 
perſonal experience, Mr. Mirror, my own 
conſtitution, thank God! is pretty robuſt}; but 
I hape the misfortune to be afflicted with # a ner- 
IF ous wife. 3 3 
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It is impoſſible to enumerate a ewiinticth part gg 


of the Jar this lamentable diſorder, 9 
or of the circu ces by which its paroxyſms 

are excited or .increaſed. Its dependence on 

the natural phænomena of the wind and wea- 

ther, on the temperature of the air, whether 

hot or cold, moiſt or dry, might be accounted | 
for; and my wife would then be ine no worſe 
ſituation than the lady in a red cap and green 
jacket, whoſe figure I have ſeen in the little i 
Dutch barometers, known by the name of Baby- | 
houſes. But, befide feeling the impreſſion of 
thoſe particulars, her diſorder is brought on by 
incidents ſtill more frequent, and Jeſs eaſy. to he © fu, * 
foreſeen, than even the occaſional changes i fs = 
our atmoſphere, 'A perſon running haſtily up >> 
or down ſtairs, ſhutting a door roughly, placing  ®* | 
the tongs on the left ſide of the grate, and the 
poker on the right, ſetting the ching figures on _- | 
the mantle-piece a little awry, or allowing the 8 
taſſel of the bell-ftring to ſwing. but for a mo- 1 
ment; any of thoſe little accidents has an im- | 
mediate and irreſiſtible effect on thepervous ſyſ- _ * 
tem of my wife, and produces ſymptoms, ſome= , 
times of languor, ſometimes of irritation, which 8 
1 her huſband, my three children by a former 
marriage, and the other members of our fa- 
milz, equally feel and regret. » The above 
eauſes of her diſtemper a very attentive and 2 _ 
ths H 4 diligent 4, * 
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24, diligent" diſcharge of our ſeveral duties: might 
- - poſſibly prevents. but even our, involuntary 
Actions are aptito produce effects of . ſimilar 
or more violent nature. It was but che other 
day ſhe told my boy Dick he eat his pudding 
fo voraCiouſly, as almoſt to make her faint, and 
rremonſtrated againſt my ſneezing in the manner 
I did, which, ſhe ſald, tore her poor nerves in 
6 es. fs #6 56 at 0912110 + 
1 es Werd have obſerved Fog 8 this 
AdAaiſorder, which thoſe converſant in the na- 
ture of ſympathetic affections may be able to 
erxplain. It is not always produced by exadlly 
ſimilar cauſes, if ſuch-cauſes exiſt. in diſſimilar 
ſttuations. I have known my wife /queezed for 
buours in a fide-box, dance a whole night at a hall, 
"have my Lord — talking as faſt and as Joud 
0 her as was poſſible there, and her noſe aſſailed 
8 by the Hint of a whole tow of flambeaux, at 
= going in and coming outz Michout feeling her 
=  Þnerves in the ſmalleſt degree affected; yet, the 
very daprafter, at home, ſhe cguld not bear my 
| > 1 chair, or the chair of, one of the children, to 
* 


come within ſeveral feet of her's ; walking up 
 , fairs perfectly overcame het; none of us durſt 
FP» talk but in whiſpers; and the ſmell of myybut- 
"2 tered roll made her ſick to d eat. 
4 s I reckon your paper a R record for 
ne es 9 and intolerable Ferien, of 
2 a . 
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every ſort, L ſend the above far your inſertion, 
ſtating it according tom its nature, in terms as 
phyſically deſeriptive as myigittle eee 
with the healing art can ſupply. * e 

8 ann 
Joskrnh MEEKTT. 

g T3 14 100 98 Tr nt tt nc f 
This Correſpondent, as far as his wife's caſe 

falls within the department of the phyſician, I 
muſt refer to my very learned friends Doctors 
Cullen and Monro, who, upon being properly 
attended, will give him, I am perſuaded,- as 
found advice as it is in the power of medical 
ſkill to ſuggeſt. In point of prudence, to which 
only my preſcriptions apply, I can adviſe no- 
thing ſo proper for Mr. Meelly himſelf, as to 
imitate the conduct of the huſlandiof that little 
lady he deſeribes, the miſtreſs of tbe Dutth 
Baby- houſe; between whom and his wife, tho 
there ſubſiſts a very intimate connection, there 
is yet a contract ef a particular kind; when- 
ever the gentleman is at home, the Jady is abroad, 
and v verſa. In their houſe, indeed, I do 
not obſerve any children; from which L con- 
elude, that they have all been ſent to the aca- 

demy and the bourdingeſchoolIl i. 
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0 reconcile man to man, has been one of 
the great objects of moraliſts. They tell 
us, * that men have one common original, and 
* why, Mould relations quarrel?” but then a 
 petilant'vit Interpoſes, and obſerves; that the 
original is not near enough to form a ſtrong 
connection 3' and, if the modern theory of vol- 
canos be true, the original is ſo very diſtant as 
not to form any ſenſible connection at all. The 
Duke of Aremberg and Sir Thomas Urquhart 
may count kindred with the antediluvians ; for | 
the former bas Tuch a pedigree preſerved at his | 
_ caſtle at Hainault, and the latter has ſet forth 
his in print; but chere are few 2 oof ſo 
complete. 
Me are next told, 0 benen are engaged 
in one common journey through life, and 
* i 4 «© why ſhould they quarrel on the road?“ The 
anſwer is but too obvidus we do not quarrel 
werehy for the ſake of quarrelling; butz as we 
have opportunity, we take the Toad, and oblige 
” orhers; for our \conveniency, o Field it; while 
* eagerly” galloping eo dhe next ſtage, we Beſpat- 
ter thoſe who are in our” way; we fend a ſer- 
. © he before to a 15 * beds 1 Wet inn, 
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and the choice of the larder; and we make our- 
ſelves as important and as troubleſome as we 
can, merely for our own convenience: nay, 
we briße a waiter to give us all his attendance, 
and to let the other paſſengers ring till their 
arms ache ; but it is all to render ourſelyes as 
eaſy as poſlible. 

The laſt conſideration is, “ that we are all 
« haſtening to one common grave, and why 
&« ſhould we quarrel ew, ſince our quarrels 
«© muſt be ſoon at an end?” This proves that 
our diſputes * be ſhort, not that * may not 
be ſharp. 


I remember to have read hate ofa 2 


people, I think. to the north-weſt of Hungary, 
who had a name in their own language, which 
anſwers nearly to our word brothers, and who 
prided themſelves, for a while, in that whimſi- 
cal appellation. Their tenets were ſimple and 
full of benevolegee, and, in general, ſo plain, 
that thoſe who heard them for the firſt time, 
imagined that they had been previouſly acquaint- 
ed with them. The men, of whom I ſpeak, 


could not baue any long conta, for they were x 


all haſtening to the common goal of mortality, 
yet their diſputes, although fore, were Harp; 
early. did they begin to be, and, as ſoon. as. 
they gained ſtrength, they devoured each other, 
if aa ren g be allowed. According 
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to the Scottiſh- phraſe, they quarrelled about 
«© the turning of a ſtraw;“ they vexed, tor- 
mented, and proſeribed each other; nay, ſome 
aſſert that they cut throats; but ſtill hey de- 
clared that they meant nothing perſona}, and, 
for a long while, they ſtill retained the name 
of brothers, | © * Ns 

If that ſingular people, ſo full of benevolence, 
quarrelled inceflantly for any cauſe, or for no 
.cauſe, how can it be expected that we ſhould 
walk through life to the grave with the calm 
and inoffenſive ſolemnity of - mourners at an in- 
terment, eſpecially when ſo few of us have time 
to beſtow our thoughts on 21 grave and its 
un * * 

It is -impoſſible to . man to man; but 
| 10 is poflible to bring individuals of the hu- 
man race to a better une any with each 
Other. 3 

I might dilate this pegpgbtion in a feigned 
tale, or obſcure it by an allegory; but I rather 
chuſe to prove it in the courſe of a ſimple nar- 
rative of matter of ſac. . 


wolle the Ducheſs of Marlborgaghzenjoyed 


© power little ſhort of ſovereign," ſhe frequently 


| 1 1 felt the ſatirical aſhes of Dr. Swift; and, when 


- diſgraced; ſhe could not but remember them; 
for ſhe had a quick ſenſe of injuries, and her 
e was not much 1 to . 
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Thwarted ambition, great wealth, and in- 


creaſing years, rendered her more and more 
peeviſh: ſhe hated courts over which ſhe had 
no inſence, and ſhe became at length the moſt 
ferocious animal that is ſuffered to go g a 
violent party-woman, I 

Every one knows, that as her Groen was 
obliged to. deſcend from ghehigheſt round of the 


ladder of ambition, ſo the Doctor was not al- 


lowed to mount the firſt ſtep; and his diſap- 
pointment produced the like effects on him, as 
loſt empire had done on her. 


Vet the Ducheſs of n the 


paſſionate admirer of her ſatiriſt, and was even 


willing to forgive him. The peruſal of Gulli 
ver's Travels produced this moral revolution in 


her ſentiments; and that which debaſed the Au- 
thor in the opinion of many of his friends, ex- 
alted him in the opinion of the Ducheſs of 


G ey" 

There are now lying before me fog ariginal 
letters of that celebrated lady. Dean Swift,” 
ſays the, < gives the moſt exact account. of 

„ Kings, miniſters, biſhops, and the coutts of 
“ Juſtice, that is poſſible to be writ.—I. 


Hz; not help; wiſhing, ſince 1 read his books, $5 4 | 


- $f: thats. we had had his. aſſiſtance i in the oppoſi- 


3 tion—far I. could caſily forgive him all the p 
«flaps he has kc and the. Duke of Marl- 4 
: 5 8 >». | 0 66 2 — orou gh, | 7 2 
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&«\ barough, and have thanked him heartily, 
* whenever he would pleaſe to do good.“ 

In another letter ſhe ſays, “J moſt heartily 
* wiſh that in this park I had ſome of this breed 
& of thoſe charming creatures Swift ſpeaks of, 
„ and calls the Houyhnhums, which J under- 
„ ftand to be horſes, ſo extremely polite, and 
„ which had all manner of good converſation 
„ and good principles, and that never told a lie, 
c and charmed him ſo that he could not en- 
« dure his own country when he returned: 
<« he ſays there is a ſort of creature there called 
< yahoos, and of the ſame ſpecies with us, only 
« a good deal uglier, but they are kept tied 
6% up, and by that glorious creature the horſes 
< are not permitted to do any miſchief. You will 
sc think that I am diſtracted with Dean Swift, 
«but I really have not been pleaſed ſo much a 
4 long time as with what he writes, and there- 


fore 1 will end with one, gf his ſentences, 


© hat he mortally hates kings and miniſters.” 

Thus the Ducheſs “ became diſtracted with 
“ Dean Swift; and, on account of his libel 
againſt human nature, . graciouſly pardoned 
$ his libels againſt her own ſacred perſon,” . 


a 8 But Dr. Swift knew not her favourable 


opinion of him; for he left in manuſcript. A 
- ſever invective againſt her than any that he 


W 2. * publiſhed in his lifetime, Pity that, for 


... want 
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want of information, the miſunderſtanding 
ſhould ſtill have ſubſiſted on his part! the good 
offices of a friend might eaſily have reconciled 
two perſons ſo much connected with each other 
by the common ties of miſanthropy. 


I am, &c 18 
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| * No 22. SATURDAY, April 10, 1779. 
Sincerum cupimus vas ineruſtare. © Hor, 
| T To the AuTroR of the MixROR. 
2 SIR, # 
5 OUR Mirrox, it ſeems, poſſeſſes un- 
| 1 common virtues, and you generouſly hold 
, it out to the Public, that we may dreſs our 
"OP characters at it. I truſt it is, at leaſt, a faith- 
_ ful glaſs, and will give a juſt repreſentation 
= - of thoſe lurking imperfections or excellencies 


. which we diſtinguiſn with difficulty, or ſome- 
| times altogether overlook. I ftruggle, there- 


2 x4 F \ 8 
8 fore, to get forward in the crowd, and to ſet 
+. before your moral Mirror a perſonage who 


. - tas long embarraſſed me. 
© + The-obſervation of character, when I firſt 
= *lookedbeyond a college for happineſs, formed 


£2” not only my amuſement, but, for ſome.years, 
PE - my favourite ſtudy. I had been ſo fortunate as 


= early to imbibe ſtrict notions. of morality and 
5 religion, and to arrive at manhood in perſect 
33 * ignorance of vicious pleaſue, My heart was, 
. *” therefore, led to place its hopes of happineſs in 
8 love and friendſhip: but bod had taught me 
= - dread miſplacing wy affections. On this 
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account, anxious to gratify the ſeif d'aimer that * 
engroſſed me, I bent the whole pf my little ta- 855 
lents to diſcern the characters "of my acquaint- 
ance; and, blending ſentiments of religion with 
high notions of moral excellence, and the re- 


fined intercourſe of cultivated- minds, I fondly * 
hoped, that, where I once formed an attach- --:: 
ment, it would laſt for ever. AT, 
In this ſtate of mind I became adquiain(fa 'F 1 


with Cleone. She was young and beautiful, 
but without that dimpling play of features which 
indicates, in ſome women, a mind of extreme 
ſenſibility. Her eye beſpoke good ſenſe, and» 
was ſometimes lighted up with vivacity, but * 
never ſparkled with the keenneſs of unreſtrained 
joy, nor melted with the ſuffuſion of indulged 
ſorrow. Her manner and addreſs had no tend- 
ency to familiarity; it was genteel, rather than 
graceful. Her voice in converſation was ſuited 
to her manner; it poſſeſſed thoſe level tones 
which never offend, but ſeldom give „ 
and ſeldomer emotion. 

Her converſation was plain and ſenſible, 
Name attempting wit or humour, ſhe contented 
Herſelf; with expreſſing, in correct and unaf- 
fected; language, zuſt ſentiments on manners, 
and un works of gaſte: and the genius ſhe diſ- 
played: in compoſitions becoming her ſex, and 
EP piers ne conduct, did 9 
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to her criticiſms, She ſung with uncommon 0 
excellence. Her voice ſeemed to unfold itſelf 5 
in ſinging, to ſuit every muſical expreflion, and h 
to aſlume every tone of paſſion ſhe wiſhed to 0 
utter. I never felt the power of ſimple melody b 
in agitating, affecting, and pleaſing, more 0 
ſtrongly than from her performance. ſe 
In company ſhe was attentive, prevenante, ſe 
but not inſinuating; and though ſhe ſeemed to ſe 
court the ſociety of men of letters and taſte, 
and to profeſs having intimate friendſhips with th 
ſome individuals among them, I never could ti 
perceive that ſhe was ſubject to the common 40 
weakneſs of making a parade of this kind of br 
intercourſe. | ge 
Moſt people would ſuppoſe that I had found, T 
in Cleone, the friend I was ſeeking ; for both in 
= - of us knew we could never be nearer than ex 
2 - friends to each other, and ſhe treated me with A 
ſome diſtinction. 1 found it, however, im- kn 
poſſible to know her ſo well as to place in her — 
the-complete confidence eſſential to friendſhip. pe1 
The minuteſt attention to every eireumſtance C01 
in her appearance and behaviour, and ſtudying 1 
her for years in all the little varieties of ſituation edi 
that an intimate acquaintance gave 'acceſs to rac 
obſerve, proved unequal to diſcover, with cer- tur: 
tainty, the genuine character of her diſpoſition 6b} 
25 _ 4c No caprice betrayed ber: no pre- | 
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dominant ſhade could be marked in her tears, 
in her laugh, or in her ſmiles. Sometimes, 
however, I have thought ſhe breathed a ſoftneſs 
of ſoul that tempted me to believe her generous z 
but, when I conſidered a little, the inner receſſes 
of her heart appeared ſtill ſhut againſt the ob- 
ſerver; and I well knew, that even poignant 
ſenſibility is not inconſiſtent with eee 
ſelfiſnneſs. | | 

When contemplating Cleone, I * often 
thought of that beautiful trait in the deſcrip- 
tion of Petrarca's Laura: Il lampeggiar dell' 
« angelico riſo x. Theſe flaſhes of affection 
breaking from the ſoul, alone diſplay the truth, 
generoſity, and tenderneſs, that deſerve a friend. 
Theſe gleams from the heart ſhow us all its 
intricacies, its weakneſs, and its vigour, and 
expoſe it naked and undiſguiſed to the ſpectator. 
A ſingle minute will, in this way, give more 
knowledge of a character, and juſtly, therefore, 
attract more confidence, than twenty years ex- 
perienee of reſinement of taſte and propriety of 
conduct. | 

I am willing to believe it was ſome error in 
education which had wrapt up Cleone's cha- 
rafter in ſo much obſcurity, and not any na- 
tural defect that rendered it prudent to be invi- 
bile, If there is an error of this kind, I hope 


The lightning of her angel ſmile. PE. 
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your Mirror will expoſe it, and prevent it from 


robbing ſuperior minds of their beſt reward— 
the confidence of each ot bert. 


In the preſent ſtate of ſoeiety, we have few 


opportunities of exhibiting our true characters 


by our actions; and the habits of the world 
ſoon throw upon our manners a veil that is im- 


penetrable to others, and neatly ſo to ourſelves. 
Hence the only period when we can form 
friendſhipb is a few years in youth; for there 


is a reſerve in the deportment, and a certain 


ſelfiſhneſs in the occupations of manhood, un- 
favourable to the forming of warm attachments. 


It is, therefore, fatal to the very ſource of 


friendſhip, if, when yet children, we are to be 


prematurely bedaubed with the varniſh of the 


World. And yet, I fear, this is the neceſſary 


effect of modern education. 

In place of cheriſhing the amiable gaplicity 
and frankneſs of children, every emanation of 
the heart is checked by the conſtant reſtraints, 
difimulation, and frivolous forms of faſhionable 


_ addreſs, with which we haraſs them. Hence 
they are nearly the ſame at fourteen as at five- 


and-twenty, when, after a youth ſpent in joy- 


leſs diffipation, they enter life, flaves to ſelfiſh 


appetites and reigning prejudices, and deyoid of 
_ that virtuous energy of ſoul, which ſtrong attach- 
ments, , and the habits: of deſerved 8 
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inſpire. - Even thoſe who, like Cleone, poſſeſs 
minds ſuperior to the common mould, though 
they cultivate their talents with ſucceſs, and, in 
ſome meaſure, educate themſelves anew, find it 
impoſſible to get rid entirely of that artificial 
manner, and thoſe habits of reſtraint, with 
which they had been ſo early imbued. 
Thus, like French taylors and dancing-maſ- 
ters, pretending to add grace and ornament to 
nature, we conſtrain, diſtort, and incumber her; 
whereas the education of a poliſhed age ſhould, 
like the drapery of a fine ſtatue or portrait 
confer. decency, propriety, and elegance, and 


gracefully veil, but by ng means conceal, the 
beautiful forms of nature. | 
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Ne 23. Tukspr, April 13, 1779. 
Er i 


'E my 7 nomen virtus poſurſſet honeflumt. 


gy | 5 Hon. 
* | WAS lately oth to by a friend, in be- 
half of a gentleman, who, he ſaid, had 

. been unfortunate in life, to whom he was de- 
0 ſirous of doing a particular piece of ſervice, 
in which he thought my aſſiſtance might be 
„ uſeful: „ Poor fellow!“ ſaid he, „I wiſh to 


> © ſerve him, becauſe I always knew him, diſ- 
& ſipated and thoughtleſs as he was, to be a 
e good-hearted man, guilty of many impru- 
« dent things, indeed, but without meaning 
* any — In ſhort, 10 one enemy but his 
3 ct on,” 
11 r more paxtieularly. the 
"= . cireumſtances of this gentleman's liſe and con- 
verſation, which I will take the liberty of laying 
before my readers, in order to ſhow, them what 
ſtzßcey are to underſtand by the terms uſed by my 
5 friend, terms which, I believe, he was nowiſe 


. | ſingular i in uſing. 
5 5 . *- The. perſon, whoſe interclhs, he el, 


Was heir to a very conſiderable e Re 
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loſt his father when an infant; and being, 
unfortunately, an only ſon, was too much the 
darling of his mother ever to be contradicted. 
During his childhood he was not ſuffered to 
play with his equals, becauſe he was to be the 
king of all ſports, and to be allowed a ſove- 
reign and arbitrary dominion over the perſons 
and properties of his play-fellows. At ſchool 
be was attended by a ſervant, who helped him 
to thraſb boys who were too ſtrong to be thraſhed 
by himſelf, and had a tutor at home, who tranſ- 
lated the Latin which was too hard for him te 
tranſlate. At college he began to aſſume the 
man,' by treating at taverns, making parties to 
the country, filling his tutor drunk, and hiring 
blackguards to break the windows of the Pro- _ 
feſſor with whom he was boarded; He took in 
ſucceſhon the degrees of a wag," a prekle, and a 
lad ef mettle. : For a while, having made an 
elopement with his mother's maid, and fathered 
three children of other people, he got the ap- 
pellation of a diſſipated dog; but, at laſt, be- 
taking himſelf entirely to the bottle, and grow» _ 
ing red-faced and fat, he obtained the denomi- 1 
nation of an hong fellow ; which title he con- I 
tinued to enjoy as long as he had money to pay, 


or indeed much oe. _ he had credit to 
| 2 0 N Wes 0g, 
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During this laſt part of his progreſs, he mar. 


ried a poor girl, whom her father, from 2 miſ. 
taken idea of his fortune, forced to facrifice her- 
ſelf to his wiſhes. After a very ſhort ſpace, he 
grew. too indifferent about her to uſe her ill, 


and broke her heart with the beſt-natured ne. 


glect in the world. Of two children whom he 


had by her, one died at nurſe ſoon after the death 


of its mother; the eldeſt, a boy of ſpirit like 
his father, after twice running away from ſchool, 
was at laſt ſent aboard a Guinea-man, and was 
knocked on the head by a failor, in a quarrel 
85 — a Negro wench, on the coaſt of Aftica. 
enerofity, however, was a part of his cha- 
we which he never forfeited. Beſide lend- 
ing money genteelly to many worthleſs com- 
Panions, and becoming ſurety for every man 
who aſked him, he did ſome truly charitable 
YMions to very deſerving objects. Theſe were 


told to his honour ; and people ho had met 
uith refufals from more conſideratè meng ſpoke 
df ſuch actions as the genuine teſf öf feeling 

und humanity. They miſinterpreted ſetipture 


indulgence to his errors on account of his 
thavity, and extolled the goodneſs &f his heart 
in every company where he was mentioned. 
Even while his mother, during her laſt illneſs, 


Was obliged to cm el W ene * phy- 
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ſician{#becauſe ſhe could not obtain payment 
of her jointure, and while, after her deceaſe, his 
two ſiſters were dunning him every day, with- 
out effect, for the ſmall annuity left them by 
their father, he was called a good-hearted man 
by three-fourths of his acquaintance; and when, 
after having pawned their clothes, rather than 
diſtreſs him, thoſe ſiſters commenced a law-ſuit 
to force him to da them juſtice, the ſame im- 
partial judges pronounced them hard-hearted 
and unnatural : nay, the ſtory is ſtill told to 
their prejudice, though they now prevent their 
brother from ſtarving, out of the profits of a 
little ſhop which they were then obliged to ſet 

up for their ſupport. 
The abuſe of the terms uſed by my friend, 
in regard to the character of this unfortunate 
| man, would be ſufficiently ſtriking from the 
| relation I have given, without the neceflity 
of my offeripg any comment, on it. Yet the 
miſapplication of them is a  thoufand times 
repeated by people who have known and felt 
inſlances, equally glaring, of ſuch injuſtice... It 
may ſeem invidious to leſſen the praiſes of any 
praiſe-worthy quality; but it is eſſential to 
the intereſts of virtue, that inſenſibility ſhould 
not be allowed to aſſume the title of goad- na- 
ture, nor profuſion to uſu the honours, of ge- 
nerofity. | By” 
| Vol. | TUE The 
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The effect of ſuch miſplaced, and ill. founded 


indulgence is hurtful in a double degree. It 
encourages the evil which it forbears to cen- 
ſure, and diſcourages the good qualities which 
are found in men of decent and ſober characters. 
If we look into the private hiſtories of unfor- 


tunate families, we ſhall find moſt of their ca- 
| lamities to have proceeded from a neglect of the 


uſeful duties of ſobriety, ceconomy, and atten- 


tion to domeſtic concerns, which, though they 
ſhine not in the eye of the world, nay, are 


often ſubje& to its obloquy, are yet the ſureſt 


Suardians of virtue, of honour, "kt of inde- 
pendence. | 


Be juſt before you are generous, | is a ol 


old proverb, which the profligate hero of a 


much- admired comedy is made to ridicule, in 
a well- turned, and even a ſentimental period. 
But what right have thoſe ſquanderers of their 
own” and other men's fortunes to aſſume the 
merit of generoſity ? Is parting with that money, 
which they value ſo little, generoſity ? Let them 
reſtrain their diſſipation, their riot, their de- 
bauchery, when they are told that theſe bring 
ruin on the perſons and families of the honeſt 
and the induſtrious; let them ſacrifice one 
pleaſure to humanity, and then tell us of their 
generoſity and their feeling. A tranſient in- 


ſtance, in which the prodigal relieved want with 


| Wy 92 
DV. A 
. * 13 
1 82 on Sy 
S * . wy 
* lo * 
1 4 * 
* * 
. 


Ne 23. HE MIRROR. 
his purſe, or the thoughtleſs debauchee promoted 
merit by his intereſt, no more deſerves the ap- 
pellation of generoſity, than the raſhneſs of a 
drunkard is entitled to the praiſes of valour, or 
the freaks of a madman to the laurels of genius. 
In the character of a man, conſidered as a 
being of any reſpec at all, we immediately ſee 
a relation to his friends, his neighbours, and 
his country. His duties only confer real dignity, 
and, what may not be ſo eaſily allowed, but is 
equally true, can beſtow real pleaſure. I know 
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not an animal more inſignificant, or leſs happy, 
than a man without any ties of. affection, or 


any exerciſe of duty. He muſt be very forlorn, 
or very deſpicable, indeed, to whom it is poſ- 


ſible to apply the phraſe uſed by my friend, in 


characterizing the perſon whoſe ſtory I have re- 
lated above, and to Rays that he is n one's One 


"but * . 
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Nen fot 75 ful eſſe poimata ; dulcia ; ſunto, 
Hor. 


Ad is for ever before us. We can, 
| | as often as we pleaſe, contemplate the 
variety of her productions, and feel the power 

of her beauty. We may feaſt our imaginations 
with the verdure #f waving groves, the diverſi- 


FI fied colours of an evening ſky, or the windings 
Hof alimpid river, We may dwell with rapture 
" on thoſe more ſublime exhibitions of nature, the 
c: | raging tempeſt, the billowy deep, or the ſtu- 
« WE pendous precip ce, that lift the ſoul with de- 


lightful amazement, and ſeem almoſt to ſuſpend 
ber exertions. Theſe beautiful and vaſt appear- 
ances are ſo capable of affording pleaſure, that 
they become favourite ſubjects with the poet 


13 a — 
PI xc” * 


and the painter; they charm us in deſckiption, | 


or they glow upon canvas. Indeed, the imita= 

tions of eminent artiſts have been held on an 
2 equal footing, in regard to the pleaſtire they 
1 yield, with the works of Nature herſelf, 200 
have ſometimes been deemed ſuperior. 1. his 
ſubj ect deſerves attention; | how it happens, that 
the deſcriptions of the e peer andthe. imita- 
n tions 


OI TO EPIC rig; by eng ane (>, 
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tions of the painter, ſeem to communicate 
more delight chan u un they ee, or 
imitate. 1 

In eſtimating the reſpeQtive merits of na- 
ture and of art, it will readily. be admitted, 
that the preference, in every ſingle object, is 
due to the former. Take the ſimpleſt bloſſom 
that blows, obſerve. its tints or its ſtructu 
and you will own them unrivalled. Wpßat 


pencil, how animated ſoever, can equal the 


glories of the ſky. at ſun-ſet? or can the re- 
preſentations of moon- light, even by Homer, 
Milton, and Shakeſpeare, be more exquiſitely 
finiſhed than the real ſcenery of a moon- light 
night? 


ing ſuperior pleaſure, in their exhibitions, to 


what we receive from the works of their great | 


original, it is in the manner of grouping their 


objects, and by their ſkill in arrangement, In 
particular, they give uncommon delight, by 
attending not merely to unity of deſign, but 
to unity, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
in the feelings they would excite. In the 
works of Nature, unleſs ſhe has been orna- 
mented and reformed by the taſte of an ingeni⸗ . 


ous, improver, intentions of this fort. are' ve 
ſeldom apparent: Objects that are gay, melan- 


| choly, ſolemn, tranquil, impetuous, and, fan- 


23 taſtic, 


If the poet and painter are capable of yield- 
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taſtic, are thrown together, without any regard 
to the influences of arrangement, or to the con- 


* | 8 ſiſteney of their effects on the mind. The ele- 


gant artiſt, on the contrary, though his works 


be adorned, with unbounded variety, ſuggeſts 


only thoſe objects that, excite ſimilar or kindred 
emotions, and excludes every thing of an op- 
poſite, or even of a different tendency. If the 
ſcene he deſcribes be ſolemn, no lively nor fan- 
taſtic image can have admiſſion: but if, in a 
ſprightly mood, he diſplays ſcenes of feſtivity, 
every penſive and gloomy thought is debarred. 
Thus the figures he delineates have one undi- 
vided direction; they make one great and entire 
impreſſion, 

To illuſtrate this remark, let us obſerve the 
conduct of Milton in his two celebrated poems, 
Alegro, and I Penferoſo. | 

In the Allegro, meaning to excite.a- cheer- 


ful mood, he ſuggeſts a variety of objects; for 


variety, by giving conſiderable exerciſe to the 
mind, and by not ſuffering it to reſt long on 
the ſame appearance, occaſions briſk and tchila- 


rating emotions. | Accordingly, the poet ſhews 


us, at one glance, and, as it _— with a 9 
e bf his pen, | SENS 


Ruſſet lawns, and fallows =o 8 808 
Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray, 


Mountains, 
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Mountains, on whoſe barren breaſt 
Ihe labouring clouds do often reſt; 

Meadows trim with daiſies pied, 

Shallow brooks and rivers wide. 


The objects themſelves are cheerful"; for, be- 
ſides having brooks, meadows, . flowers, 
we have the whiſtling plowman, the ſinging 
milk-maid, the mower whetting his ſcythe, and 
the ſhepherd piping beneath a ſhade. Theſe 
images, ſo numerous, fo various, and ſo cheer- 
ful, are animated by lively contraſts ; we have 
the mountains oppoſed to the meadows, ** Shal- 

cc law: brooks and rivers wide.“ Add to this, 

that the charms of the landſcape are heightened * 
by the bloom of a ſmiling ſeaſon; and that the 

light poured upon the whole is the delightful 
radiance of a ſummer morning: 


Night againſt the eaſtern gate, | 
| Where the great Sun begins his flate, 
© (Rob'd in flames of amber light, 
800 clouds in thouſand liv'ries dight. 


Eyery i image is lively ; every thing different i is 

| withheld; all the emotions the poet excites are 4 

of one character and complexion, * 
Let us now obſerve the conduct of his I 

' Penſeroſo. This poem is, in every reſpect, an 

a welter to the former. And tbe in- 

| I 4 tention - 


I, 


Br 
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- tefition of the poet being to promote; a ſerious and 
ſolemn mood, he removes every ching lively ; ; 
Hence, vain deluding joys!“ He quits ſociety ; ; 


he chuſes ſilence, and opportunities for deep re- 


| flection; &« Some ſtill removed place will fit.” 


The objects he preſents are ſew. In the quota- 
tion, beginning with “ Ruſſet lawns,“ there are 


eight leading images: in the following, of equal 
length, there i is only one : 


«4 


15 To behold the wandering moon, 
Riding near her 1 noon, 
Like one that had been led aſtray 
Through the heav'n's wide Dathleſhc wy 5 
And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd. 
Stooping ont a fleecy lou. 


The ſounds that can be, in any reſpect, agree- 


| able to him, muſt "correſpond with his preſent 
humour: not the ſong of the milk -maid, but 


that of the nigbtingale; not the whiſtling plow- 


man, but the ſound of the curfeu. His images 


ſucceed one another lowly, without any rapid 
or abrupt tranſitions, without any enlivening 


contraſts; and he will have no other light. for 
his landfcape than that of the moon: or, if he 


cannot ehjoy the ſcene without doors, he will. 
have no other light within than that of dying 
embers, or of a ſolitary lamp At midnight. 


TW time, and the place he chuſes for his re- 
treat, 


W 
7. 


GY 
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treat, are bers ur ſuited to his employment; 


for he is engaged in deep meditation, and in 
conſidering | 


What worlds, or Glad vaſt regions, hold 
Th' immortal mind. 


Every image is ſolemn; every thing different is 
with-held : here, as before, all the emotions the 
poet excites are of one character and complexion, 
It is owing, in a great meaſure, to this atten- 
tion in the writer, to preſerve unity and con- 
ſiſtency of ſentiment, that, notwithſtanding con- 
ſiderable imperfections in the language and 
verſification, Allegro and I Penſeroſo have fo 
many admirers, | 

The ſkill of the poet and painter, in forming 
their works ſo as to excite kindred and united 
emotions, deſerves the greater attention, that 
perſons. of true taſte are not ſo much affected, 

even in contemplating the beauties of e 
with the mere perception of external objects, as 
with the general . of their union and 
correſpondence. It is not that particular tree, 
or that cavern, or that caſcade, which affords. 


them all their enjoyment; they derive their 


chief pleaſure, from the united effect of the tree, 
the cavern, and the caſcade, A perſon of ſenſi- 
biliey will be leſs able, perhaps, than another, to 
os an exact account of the different parts of an 


- 
$$ . 
* 
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exquifite landſcape, of its length, width, and the 
number, of objects it contains. Vet the general 


effect poſſeſſes him altogether, and e in 


his mind very uncommon ſenſations. The im- 
pulſe, however, is tender, and cannot be de- 


ſcribed. Indeed, it is the power of producing 


theſe ſenſations that gives the ſtamp of genuine 
excellence, in particular, to the works of the 
poet. Verſes may be. poliſhed, and may glow 
with excellent imagery; but unleſs, like the 


poems of Parnel, or the leſſer poems of Milton, 
they pleaſe by their enchanting influence on the 


«heart, and, by exciting feelings that are conliſt- 


ent, or of a ſimilar tendency, they are never 
truly delightful. Horace, 1 think, expreſſes 
this ſentiment, when he ſays, in the words of 
my motto, 


Nen fatis oft pulchra Ne poemata z . 


and an attention to this circumſtance is ſo im- 


portant, that, along with ſome other exertions, 


it enables the poet an d gaigfer, a at leaſt, to rival 


the * of Nature. 
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SIR, 
OME time a go Itroubled you with a letter, 


giving an account of a particular ſort of 


grievance felt by the families of men of ſmall 


fortunes, from their acquaintance with thoſe of 


great ones. I am emboldened, by the favourable 
reception of my firſt letter, to write ou a ſecond 
upon the ſame ſubject. 


You will remember, Sir, my account of a 


viſit which my daughters paid to a great lady 
in our neighbourhood, and of the effects which 
that viſit had upon them. I was beginning to 
hope that time, and the ſobriety of manners 
which home exhibited, would reftore them to 
their former ſituation, when, unfortunately, A 


circumſtance happened, ſtill more fatal to me 


than their expedition to This, Sir, 
Was the honour of A vit from the great lady in 
return, * 


I was juſt returning from the ſuperintend- 
ence of my, plows in a field I have lately in- 
choled, when [I was*.met, on the green before 
my door, by a gentleman (for ſuch I took 
mounted upon a very handſome 


_ him to be) 


I 6 gelding, 


— 
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gelding, who aſked me, by the appellation of 
boneft friend, if this was not Mr. Homeſpun's ; 
and, in the ſame breath, whether the ladies were 
at home? I told him, my name was Homeſpun, 
the houſe was mine, and my wife and daugh- 
ters were, I believed, within. Upon this, the 
young man, pulling off his hat, and begging 
my pardon for calling me honef?, ſaid, he was 
diſpatched by Lady ——, with her - compli- 
ments to Mrs. and Miſſes Homeſpun, and that, 
if convenient, ſhe intended herſelf the honour of 
dining with them, on her return from B —— 
park (the ſeat of another great and rich lady in 
our neighbourhood). 


I confeſs, Mr. 8 I was ſtruck n 
what of an heap with the meſſage; and it would 
not, in all probability, have received an imme- 
diate anſwer, had it not been overheard by my 
eldeſt daughter, who had come to the win- 
dow on the appearance of a ſtranger. Mr. 
« Papillot,“ ſaid ſhe immediately, I rejoice 
ce to ſee you; I hope your Lady and all the 
family are well.” Very much at your ſer- 
« vice, Ma' am, be replied, "with a low bow; 
_ * my Lady ſent me before, with the. offer of 
<< her beſt compliments, and that, if conye- 
„ nient”—and ſo forth, repeating his words 
to me. © She does us infinite honour, ſaid 
my young Madam; © let her ladyſhip know 

9 bow 
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& how happy her viſit will make us; but, in 
« the mean time, Mr. Papillot, give your 
« horſe to one of the ſervants, and come in 
% and have a glaſs of ſomething after your 
& ride.“ I am afraid,” anſwered he (pull- 
ing out his right-hand watch, for, would you 
believe it, Sir? the fellow had one in each 
fob), „I ſhall hardly have time to meet my 
6 Lady at the place ſhe 28 me.“ On 
a ſecond invitation, however, he diſmounted, 
and went into the houſe, leaving his horſe to 
the care of the ſervants ; but the ſervants, as my 
daughter very well knew, were all in the fields 
at work; ſo I, who have a liking for a good 
horſe, and cannot bear to ſee him neglected, | 
had the honour of putting Mr. Papillot's in the 
ſtable myſelf. | | 
After about an hour's. lay; for the gentle 

man ſeemed to forget his hurry within doors, 
Mr. Papillot departed. My daughters, I mean 
the two polite ones, obſerved how handſome 
he was; and added another obſervation, that 
it was only to particular friends my Lady ſent 
meſſages, by him, Who was her own body ſer- 
vant, and not accuſtomed to ſuch offices, My 
wife ſeemed highly pleaſed with this laſt re- 
mark: I was about to be angry; but on ſuch - 
occaſions, it is not my way to ſay much; I 

nerally ſhrug up my ſhoulders in ſlence; 8 


\ * 
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as J faid before, Mr. Mizrqr, I would. not 
have you think me hen- pec d. Fo 

By this time, every domeſtic about my houſe, 
male and female, were called from their ſeveral. 
employments to aſſiſt in the preparations for her 
Ladyſhip's reception. It would tire you to 
enumerate the various ſhifts that were made, by 
purchaſing, borrowing, &c. to furniſh out a 
dinner ſuitable to the occaſion, . My little grey 
poney, which I keep for ſending to market, 
broke his wind in the cauſe, and has never been 
good for any thing fince, 

Nor was there leſs ado in making ourſelves 
and our attendants fit to appear before ſuch 
company. The female part of the family ma- 
naged the matter pretty eaſily; women, I ob- 
ſerve, having a natural talent that way. My 
wife took upon herſelf the charge of apparel- 
ling me for the occaſion. - A laced ſuit, which 
I'bad worn at my marriage, was got up far the 
purpoſe ; but the breeches burſt a ſeam at the 
very fart attempt of pulling them on, and the 
ſleeves of the coat were alſo impracticable; ſo 
ſhe was forced to content herſelf with clothing 
me in my Sunday's coat and breeches, with the 
laced waiftcoat of the above - mentioned ſuit, flit 
in the back, to ſet them off a little, My. gar- 

dener, who has been accuſtomed, indeed, to 
| Eve in many Capacities, had his head crop- 


ped, 
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ped, curled, and powdered, for the part of 
butler ; one of the beſt-lJooking plow-boys had 
a yellow cape clapped to his Sunday's coat ta 
make him paſs for a ſervant in livery; and we 
borrowed my ſon-in-law the parſon's man for a 
third hand, 

All this was accompliſhed, though not with- 
out ſome tumult and diſorder, before the ar- 
rival of the great lady. She gave us, indeed, 
more time for the purpoſe than we looked 
for, as it was near fix o'clock before ſhe arrived. 
But this was productive of a misfortune on 
the other hand; the dinner my poor wife had 
buftled, ſweated, and ſcolded for, was fo over- 
boiled, over-ſtewed, and over-roaſted, that it 
needed the appetite of ſo late an hour to make it 
go well down even with me, who am not very 
nice in theſe matters: Juckily her Ladyſhip, as 
I am toid, never eats much, for fear of ſpoiling 
her ſhape, now that ſmall waiſts have come into 
faſhion-again, 

The dinner, however, though ſoiled i in the 
cooking, was not thrown away, as her Lady- 
ſhip's train made ſhift to eat the greateſt part 
of it. When I ſay her train, I do not mean 
her ſervants only, of which there were half a 
dozen in livery, beſides the illuſtrious Mr. Pa- 
pillet, and her Ladyſhip's maid, gentlewoman 
; 1 ſhould ſay, who had a table to themſelves, 
6 | Her 


_ _- 
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Her parlour-attendants were equally numerous, 
-eonfifting of two ladies and ſix gentlemen, who 
bad accompanied her Ladyſhip in this excurſion, 
and did us the honour of coming to eat and drink 
with us, and bringing their ſervants to do the 
ſame, though we had never . or heard of them 
before.. | | | 


During the AGONY of this entertainment, 
there were ſeveral little embarraſſments which 
might appear ridiculous in deſcription, but were 
matters of ſerious diſtreſs to us. Soup was ſpill - 


cen, diſhes overturned, and glaſſes broken, by the 


awk wardneſs of our attendants; and things were 
not a bit mended by my wife's ſolicitude (who, 
to do her juſtice, had al her . . 7 to 
correct them. - 


From the time of her © Ladhſhip! s arrival, it 
was impoſſible that dinner could be over before 
it was dark; this, with the conſideration of 
the bad road ſhe had to paſs through in her 
way to the next houſe ſhe meant to viſit,” pro- 
dueed an invitation from my wife and daughters 
to paſs the night with us; which, after à few 
words of apology for the trouble ſhe gave 


us, and a few more of the honour we re- 
celved, was agreed to. This gave riſe to 4 new 
ſcene of preparation, rather mor difficult than 
that before dinner. My wife and 1 were 


nen To "ue own apaFtmeals, 12 make 
room 
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HO US WEL 
room for our 1 gueſt. Our four daughters 
were crammied in by us, and ſlept on'thefloary 
that their rooms might be left for the two ladies 
and four of the gentlemen who were entitled to 
the greateſt degree of reſpect; for the remain 
ing two, we found beds at my ſon- in- law's. 
My two eldeſt daughters had, indeed, little time 
to ſleep, being cloſeted the greateſt part of the 
night with their right honourable vifitor. My 
offices were turned topſy-turvy for the accom- 
modation of the ſervants of my gueſts, and my 
own. horſes turned into the fields, hows mere 
might occupy my ſtabſee. 
All theſe are hardſhips of their kind, Mr. 
MirxRoR, which the honour that accompanies” 
them ſeems to me not fully to compenſate ; 
but theſe are Night grievances, in compariſon 
with what I have to complain of as the effects 
of this viſit... The malady of my two eldeſt 
daughters is not only returned with increaſed 
violence upon them, but has now communi- 
cated itſelf to every other branch of my family. 
My wie, formerly a decent diſcreet woman, 
who liked her on way, indeed, but was a no- 
table manager, now talks of this and that piece 
of expence as neceſſary to the rank of a gentle - 
woman, and, has lately dropped ſome broad 
hints, that a. winter in town is neceſſary. to the 
accompliſhment of one. My two younger 

daughters 
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daughters have got the heads that formerly be- 
longed to their elder fiſters, to eachiof whom, 
unſortunately, the great lady preſented a ſet of 


feathers, for which new heads were r 
requiſite. 


The inſide of all of them has undergone a 
very ſtriking metamorphoſis, from this one 
night's inſtruction of their viſitor. There is, 
it ſeems, a faſhion. in morality, as well as in 
dreſs ; and the preſent mode is nat quite fo 
 frrait-lac'd as the ftays are. My two fine la- 
dies talked, a few mornings ago, of ſuch a 
gentleman's connection with Miſs C-——, and 
ſuch another's arrangement with Lady G——, 
with all the caſe in the world: yet theſe words, 
J find, being interpreted, mean nathing leſs 
than furnicatian and adultery, I ſometimes 
remonſtrate warmly, eſpecially when 1 have 


my ſon-in-law to back me, againſt: theſe new- 
fangled freedoms; but another doctrine. they 


have learned is, that a father and a parſen 


may preach as they pleaſe, but are ta be 


followed only according to the inclination of 
their audience. Indeed I could not help ob- 
ſerving,” that my Lady never mentioned 


her abſent Lord (who, I underſtand, is ſeldom. 
of her parties), except ſometimes to let us 
know how much ſhe differed a from 


him. 
: 15 
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This contempt. of authority, and affectation 


of faſhion, has gone a ſtep lower in my houſe- 


hold. My gardener has tied his hair behind, 
and ſtolen my flour to powder it, ever ſince he 
ſaw Mr. Papillot; and yeſterday he gave me 
warning that he ſhould leave me next term, if 
I did not take him into the houſe, and provide 
another hand for the work in the garden. I 
found a great hoyden, who waſhes my daughters 
linens, fitting, the other afternoon, dreffed in 
one of their caſt fly- caps, entertaining this fame 
oaf of a gardener, and the wives of two of my 
farm-fervants, with tea, forfooth; and when I 
quarrelled her for it, ſhe repligd, that Mrs. 
Dimmity, my Lady 's gentlewoman, 
told her all the maids at — had tea, and 
ſaw company of an afternoon, 


But I am reſolved on a reformation, Mr. 


MinrroR, and ſhall let my wife and daughters 


know, that I will be maſter of my own houſe _ 


and my own expences, and will neither be 
made a fool or a beggar, though it were after. 


the manner of the greateſt Lord in Chriſten- 
dom. Yet I confeſs I am always for trying. 
gentle: methods firſt, I beg, therefore, that 
you will inſert: this in your next paper, and add 
to it ſome exhortations-of your own to prevail 
on them, if -poſſible, to give over a behaviour, 
5 = which 
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which I think, under favour, is rather improper 
even in great folks, but is certainly ruinous to 


little ones. EE TR TIE, 0, 
| I am, &c. 


JOHN HOMESPUN. 


1 Mr. 6 8 nelation, too valuable'to be 
ſhortened, leaves me not room at preſent for any 
obſervations. But I have ſeen the change of man- 
ners among ſome of my countrywomen, for ſe- 
veral years paſt, with the moſt ſenſible regret; 
and I intend ſoon to devote a paper to a ſerious 


remonſtrance with them on the ſubject. 
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TOTHING can give a truer picture of the 
manners of any particular age, or point 

out more ſtrongly thoſe circumſtances which 
diſtinguiſh it from others, than the change that 
takes place in the rules eſtabliſhed as to the ex- 
ternal conduct of men in ſociety, or in what may 
be called the ſyſtem of politeneſs. 1 


It were abſurd to ſay, that, from a man's 
external conduct, we are always to judge of 
the feelings of his mind; but, nn, when 
there are rules laid Toe for men's external 
behaviour. to one another, we may conclude, 
that there are ſome general feelings prevalent 
among the people which dictate thoſe rules, 
and make a deviation from them be conſidered 
as improper. When at any time, therefore, 
an alteration in thoſe general rules takes place, 8 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the change has 
been produced by ſome alteration in the feelings ©: 
and in the os © oy © propriety and i E of 
the people. 2 v8 | 
eee conſiders the rules of external be- ' 
Haviour eſtabliſhed about a century ago, muſt | 
de 3 that much Tels attention: was 

oe” then 
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then paid by men of high rank to the feelings 


of thoſe beneath them, than in the preſent 
age. In that æra, a man uſed to meaſure out 
his complaiſance to others according to the 
degree of rank in which they ſtood, compared 
with his own. A Peer had a certain manner of 
addreſs and ſalutation to a Peer of equal rank, 
a different one to a Peer of an inferior order, 
and, to a commoner, the mode of addreſs was 
diverſiſied according to the antiquity of his 
family, or the extent of his poſſeſſions; ſo 
that a ſtranger, who happened to be preſent at 
the levee of à great man, could, with tole- 


rable certainth, by examining his features, or 


attending to the lowneſs of his bow, judge 
of the diffefent degrees of dignity” 3 his 

"viſitors. 

Were it the purpoſe: of the Went paper, 
this might be traced back to à very remote 

a period. By the Earl of Northumberland's houſe- 
bald book, begun in the year 1512, it ap- 


pears, that my Lord's Board. end, that is to 


ſay, the end of the table where he and his 
principal gueſts were ſeated, was ferved with a 
different and more delicate ſort of viands, than 
_ _ thoſe allotted to the lower end. , It is thought 

4 good,” ſays that curious record, ee that no 

« pluvers be brought at no time but only in 
PP. ad and principal feaſts, and my Lord 


cc to 


— 
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<« to be ſerved therewith, and his board. end, and 
&« 2 other *. 10 ; 

In this country, and f in a period nearer our 


own, times, we have heard of a Highland 
chieftain, who died not half a century ago, 


remarkable for his hoſpitality, and for having 
his table conſtantly crowded with a number of 
gueſts; poſſeſſing a high idea of the dignity 
of his family, and warmly attached to ancient 
manners, he was. in uſe very nicely o diſcrimi= 
nate, by his behaviour to them, the ranles 
of the different perſons he entertained. The 
head of the table was occupied by himſelf, 
and the reſt of the company ſat hearer or more 
remote from him according to their reſpective 
ranks. All, indeed, were allowed to partake 
of the ſame b; but when the liquor was 
produced, which was, at that time, and per- 
haps ſtill is, in ſome parts of Scotland, ac- 
counted the principal part of a feaſt, a dif- 
ferent ſort of beyerage was. aligned to the 


gueſts, according to their different dignities. 
The landlord himſelf, and his family, or near 


relations, drank wine of the beſt kind; to per- 
ee next in Geste, | wal allotted wine of 


nt nat of dilingten was aa by a laige Sakfeller, 


| placed 1 in the middle of the table, above which, at my Lord's 


bord. end, ſat the diſtinguiſhed ve and * it thoſe of an | 
inferior claſs, 


{\ 
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Ar 
2 


an inferior fort j and to gueſts of a ſtill lower 
rank, were ae only thoſe liquors which 
were the natural produce of the country. This 
diſtinction was agreeable to the rules of 'polite- 
neſs at that time eſtabliſhed : the entertaine did 
not feel any thing diſagreeable i in making it ; nor 
did any of the entertained think chemelves | in- 
titled to take this treatment amiſs, . 
It muſt be admitted, that a behaviour of this 
fort would. not. be conſonant to the, rules of 
| politeneſs E\abliſhed in the preſent age. A 
man of good breeding now conſiders the ſame 
degree of attention to be due to every man in 
- the rank of a gentleman, be bis fortune, or the 
Antiquity of his family, what i it may; nay, 
a man of real politeneſs will feel it rather 
more incumbent on him to be attentive and 
complaiſant to his inferiors in theſe zeſpects, 
than to his equals. " The idea Wc. in mo- 
dern times is eue a of, pol liteneſs, points 
out ſuch a conduct. is founded on this, 
. "that a man of a 9 5 e J mind, is taught to 
feel a greater degree of pleaſure' i in attending to 
the eaſe and happineſs of people with whom he 
mixes in ſociety, than | in ſtudying his own. On 
this account he gives up what would be agrec- 
able to his own. taſte, becauſe. he finds more 
ſatisfaction in humouring the taſte of others. 
Thus, a e "=: (nd takes the 
1 "loweſt 


* voy 
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loweſt place at his own table; and, if there be 
any delicacy there, it is ſet apart for his gueſts. 
The entertainer finds a much more ſenſible plea- 


| ſure in beſtowing it on them, than in taking it 


to himſelf, 

From the ſame cauſe, if a gentleman be in 
company with another, not ſo opulent as him- 
ſelf, or, however worthy, not poſſeſſed of the 
ſame degree of thoſe adventitious honours 
which are held in eſteem by the world, politeneſs 


will teach the former to pay peculiar attention 


and obſervation to the latter. Men, even of the 
higheſt minds, when they are firſt introduced 


into company with their ſuperiors in- rank or 


fortune, are apt to feel a certain degree of awk- 
wardneſs and uneaſineſs which it requires ſome 
time and habit to wear off, A man of fortune 
or of rank, if poſſeſſed of a ſenſible mind and 
real politeneſs, will feel, and be at particular 
pains to remove this. Hence he will be led to 
be rather more attentive to thoſe who, in the 
eyes of the multitude, are reckoned his inferiors, 
than to others who are more upon a footing 
with him. : | 
It is not propoſed, in this paper, to enquire 
what are the cauſes of the difference of men's 
ideas, as to the rules of politeneſs in this and 
the former age, It is ſufficient to obſerve, and 
the reflection is a very pleaſant one, that the 
Vol. I. K modern 
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modern rules of, good: breeding muſt give us a 
higher idea of the humanity and refinement of 
this age than of the former; and, though the 
mode of behaviour above mentioned may not be 
univerſally obſerved in practice, yet it is hoped 
it will not be diſputed, that it is conſonant to 
the rules which are how Prey generafly, eſta- 
bliſhed. ˖ on Ho 

It, ought, . Deeper to be obſerved, that 
when we ſpeak, even at this day, of good- 
breeding, of politeneſs, of complaiſance, theſe 


' ,expreſlions are always confined to our behaviour 


towards thoſe who. are conſidered to be in the 
rank of gentlemen; but no ſyſtem of, politeneſs 
or of complaiſance is eſtabliſhed, at leaſt in this 
country, for our behaviour to thoſe. of a lower 
ſtation. The rules of good - breeding do not 
extend to them; and he may be eſteemed the beſt- 
bred man in the world who is a warts brute to 
| "bis ſervants and dependants. 
This I cannot help conſidering as a matter of 
regret, and it were to be wiſhed that the ſame 
humanity and refinement, which recommends an 
_ equal attention to all in the rank of gentlemen, 
would extend ſome degree of that attention to 
thoſe who are in ſtations below them. | 
It will require but little obſervation to be 
ſatisfied, that all men, in whatever ſituation, 
are endowed with the ſame. feelings (though 
education 


2 
5 
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cdue men of erawöple may give chen u different 
modification); and that one in the loweſt rank 
of life may be ſenſible of a piece of inſolence, or 
an affront, as well as one in the higheſt, Nay, 
it ought to be conſidered, that the greater the 
diſproportion of rank, the affront will be the 
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more ſenſibly felt ; the greater the diſtance from 
which it comes, and the more unable the perſon 
affronted to revenge it, by ſo much the heavier 
will it fall, 

It is not meant, that in our tranſactions 
with men of a very low ſtation, and who, from 
their circumſtances, and the wants of ſociety, 
müſt be employed in ſervile labour, we ate 


to behave, in all reſpeQs, as to thoſe. who 
are in the rank of gentlemen. The thing is 
impoſſible, and uch men do not expect it. 


But, in all ou intercourſe with them, we 
ought to conſi at they are men poſſeſſed of 
like feelings with ourſelves, which nature has 

given. them, and no ſituation can or ought to 


"eradicate, When we employ them in the 
labour of life, it ought to be our ſtudy to de- 
mand that labour in the manner eaſieſt to 


them; and we ſhould never forget that gentle- 


neſs is part of the Wages we Owe them for their 
| ſervice. A 


Yet how 1 many men, in other reſpecis of the 


beſt and moſt reſpectable characters, are, from 


K 2 inadvert- 


\\ 
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inadvertenc , or the force of habit, deaf to 


- thoſe conſiderations! and, indeed, the thing has 


been ſo little attended to, that in this, which 
has been called a polite age, complaiſance to 


ſervants and dependants is not, as I have already 


obſerxed, at leaſt in this e conſidered as 
een any part of politeneſs. NET z 

But there is another ſet of perſons fill more 
expoſed to be treated roughly than even' do- 
meſtic ſervants, and "theſe are, 'the waiters at 


inns and taverns. Between a maſtef und ſer- 
Vant a certain conneclion ſubſiſts, Which pre- 


vents the former from uſing the latter very ill. 
The ſervant, if he is good for” any thing, na- 
taratly forms an attachment'ts' his maſter and 


- tb his Fus; which products à mutual i inter- 


courſe” of kindneſs between them. But no 
EonneRion of this ſort can be formed with the 


temporary attendants above mentioned. Hence 


the monſtrous abuſe which ſuch perſons: fre- 
quently ſuffer; every traveller, and every man 
Who enters a tavern, thinks he is entitled to 
vent his own ill humour upon them, and volles 


of curſes are too 4 55 the a language they 
weer. 07 ban mobi at e 3601 


Having os: e IS 


taverns, - I cannot avoid taking particular no- 


nee of the treatment to which thoſe of the 
ey ſex, who are employed in places of that 
16 x Ax | ſort, 
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fort, are often expoſed. "Their: ktuation. is, 
indeed, peculiarly, unfortunate., If a girl ia 
an inn happen to be handſome, , and a parcel 
of young thoughtleſs fellows caſt their eyes 
upon her, ſhe is immediately made the ſubject 
of taunt and merrimegt ; coarſe and indecent 
jokes are often uttered in her hearing, and con- 
verſation ſhocking to modeſt ears is frequently 
addreſſed to her. The poor girl, all the while, 


is at a loſs how to behave; if ſhe venture ona 


ſpirited anſwer, the probable conſequence will 
be, to raiſe the mirth of the facetious company, 
and to expoſe her to a repetition of inſults. If, 
guided by the feelings of modeſty, ſhe avoid 
the preſence, of the impertinent gueſts, ſhe is _ 
complained of for neglecting her duty; ſhe loſes 
the little perquiſite which, otherwiſe, ſhe would 
be entitled to; perhaps diſobliges her miſtreſs, - 
and loſes her place. Whoever attends. but for 
a moment to the caſe of a poor girl ſo ſituated, 
if he be not loſt to all ſenſe of virtue, muſt feel 
his heart relent,at the cruelty of taking advan- 
tage of ſuch a ſituation. But the misfortune is, 
that we ſeldom attend to ſuch caſes at all 3 we 
ſometimes think of the fatigues and ſufferings 
ineident to the bodies of our inferiors; but we 
ſcarcely ever allow any ſenſe of . to their 
Minds. 05614 at DReinqrcs wt gs 5 Mets. 
Tet: K 3 F | 
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Among the French, whom we mimic in 
much falſe politeneſs, without: learning from 
them, as we might do, much of the true, the 
obſeryances of good · breeding are not confined 
merely to gentlemen, but extend to perſons of 
the loweſt ranks. Thus a Frenchman hardly ever 


Aa addreſſes any man, however mean his condition, 


without calling him Monſieur, and the pooreſt 
woman in a country village is addreſſed by the 
appellation of Madame.” The accofting, in this 
manner, people of ſo very low a rank, in the 
_ ſame terms with thoſe ſo much their ſuperiors, 

may perhaps appear extravagant; but the prac- 
tice ſhews how much that refined and elegant 
people are attentive to the feelings of the mieaneſt, 
when they have extended the rules and . 
| op of politeneſs even to "ow 4 
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Ne 2. Tuxspar, April 27, 1779. 2 | 


e is a kind of mournful eloquence © 
. dumb grief, which mr all dumme, 
ee e 215 | SU (1 3 fl + 
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VERY aut 8 * 4. reſpected friend 
of mine, whoſe real name I ſhall con- 
ceal under that of Yentworth, had lately the 
misfortune of loſing a wife, who was not only 


- peculiarly beautiful, but whoſe ſoul was the 


manſion of every virtue, and of every. elegant 
accompliſhment. - She was ſuddenly cut off in 
the flower of her age, after having lived twelve 
years with the beſt and moſt affectionate of 


' huſbands, A perfect ſimilarity of temper and 


diſpoſition, . a kindred delicacy of taſte and 


ſentiment, had linked their hearts together in 


early youth, and each ſucceeding year ſeemed 
but to add new ſtrength to their affection. 


Though poſſeſſed of an affluent fortune, they 
preferred the tranquillity of the country to all 


the gay pleaſures of the capital. .In the culti 
vation of their eſtate, in cheriſhing the vir- 
tuous induſtry of its inhabitants, in ornament- 
ing a beautiful ſeat, in the ſociety of one an- 
other, in the innchent prattle of their little 


e children, 


* 
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children, and in theccmpany of a ſew friends, 
Mr. Nentiobribh and his Amelia ſound every wiſh 
gratiſied, and their happineſs complete: 

My readers will judge then, what muſt have 


been Mr, Wentworth's feelings, when Amelia was 


thus ſuddenly torn ſtom him, in the very prime 
off her life, and in the midſt of her felicity. 


Headed, the effects of it upon a» mind of his 


nice and delicate ſenſibility; and, receiving a 
letter from his brother, requeſting me to come 


to them, I haſtened thither, to endeavour, by 


my preſence, to aſſuage his grief, aud prevent 
thoſe fatal conſequences of which IL was ſo ap- 


Stheafive: ©! i Davos Nett to being 


As L approached: the Mane the ſight of all 


the well-known ſcenes brought freſh into my 


wind the remembrance of Amelia; and I felt 


myſelf but ill qualified; to: act the part of a 


eomſorter. When my carriage ſtopt at the 


gate, I trembled, and would have given the 


world to go back. A heart- felt ſorrow ſat on 


the countenance of every ſervant; and I walked 
into the houſe without a word being uttered. 
In the hall I was met by the old butler, 


Who has grown greycheaded in the family, 
and be we to conduct me up Rairs: As 
It walked up, I commanded fitmneſs enough 


to ſay, Well, Willigh, how is Mr. Went 
gar td: 0H Fes ork Minn turning about 


807 - A 5 with 
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with ia look that pierced my heart, ſaid * Oh, 
* Sir, our excellent Lady!” Here his grief 
overwhelmed' him; and it was with diffieulty he 
was able to open to me the door e 9 
met 3 | 
Mr. Wentworth ran and embraced me with 
the warmeſt affection; and, after àa few mo- 
ments, aſſumed a Grimaeſs and even an eaſe, 
that ſurpriſed me. His brother, with a fiſter 
of Amelia's, and ſome other friends that were 
in the room, appeared more overpowered than 
my friend himſelf, who, by the” fortitude of 
his: behaviour; ſeemed rather to Moderate the 
grief of thoſe around him, than to demand 
their compaſſion” for himſelf, By his gentle 
and kind-atteritions;” he ſeemed anxious to re- 
lieve their ſorrow}- and, by a ſort of concerted 


+1 tranquillity, trove to prevent their diſcovering 

any ſymptoms of the” bitter anguiſh whiel 

] preyed upon his mind. His countenance was 

| pale, and his eyes betrayed that his heart was ill 

8 at eaſe; but it was that filent and majeſtic ſor- 

| row which eee our reverence and out 

; FP the 3 Har (cr Bus 
Next n g. "or OY 1 thajees to 

y | . up à volume of Metaſtaſio, that hy, -- 

i amongſt other bboks upön à table; and, as 1 


, Was tafning over the teaves, a flip of paper, 
My” # with ſomething written on it, dropped upon 

3 Nine. 0 K 5 3 | the 8: 
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the floor. Mr. Wentworth picked it up; and 
as he looked at it, I ſaw the tears ſtart from 
his eyes, and, fetching a deep ſigh, he ut- 
tered, in a low and broken voice, Ay poor 
% Amelia! —It was the tranſlation of à fa- 
vourite paſſage which ſhe had been attempting, 
but had left unfiniſhed. As if uneaſy leſt T had 
perceived his emotion, he careleſly threw his 
arm over my ſhoulder, and reading aloud a few 
Hines of the page which I held open in my hand, 
| he went into ſome remarks on the poetry of that 
elegant author, Some time after, I obſerved 
him take up the book, and carefully. replacing 
the flip of paper where it had e put! the 
volume in his pocket. 

Mr. Wentworth propoſed ado we | ſhould 
walk out, and that he himſelf would accom- 
pany us. As we ſtepped through the hall, 

ne of my friend's youngeſt boys came run- 
Þ ing up, and catching his Papa by the hand, 
.cried out with joy, that Mama's Rover was 


1 mY 4 & returned. This was a ſpaniel, who had been 


tte favourite "of Amelia, and had 


| - "of ing ſomehow made its eſca 


her in all her walks; but after her 
had been ſent to the how 


Wyſe of a villager, to be 
LN out of the immediate fight of the family. Hav- 


e from "thence, 
the dog had that mo found his way 
höme; and, as ſoon as:1 ae Mr. Went- 


5 5 worth, 


** 
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Iwoftb, leaped, upon him with an exceſs of 


fondneſs. I ſaw my, friend's lips and. cheeks 
Ger. He catched his little Frank in his 
. nd, for a few moments, hid his face in 


e mae his delightful —__ _ 
\ffW@pt ſceneganaturally recalled. the remem- 
brance of Amelia. My friend, indeed, in 
| | of her favourite walks, 
had conducted 1 5 unuſual road; but wh 
corner could be found that did not bear t 
traces of her hand? Her elegant taſte ha 
marked the peculiar beauty of each different 
ſcene, and had brought it forth to view with, 
ſuch a happy delicacy of art, as to make it“ 
ſeem the work of nature alone. As we croſſed 
certain paths in the woods, and paſſed by ſome 
ruſtic buildings, I could ſometimes diſcern an 
emotion in my friend's countenance; but he 
inſtantly ſtifled it with a firmneſs and dignity. 
that made me careful not to ſeem to obſerve it. 


Towards night, Mr. Wentworth having 9 


flolen out of the room, his brother and I ſtepy 


* ped. ou: to à terrace behind the wy It was 7 5 


the duſk gf the evening, the air way mild and 


ſerene, and the moon was riſiag, in all. K . 


brightneſs. from the cloud of the eaſt. The 


nineneſs of the night made us extend our walk, 


and we ſtrayed into à hollow valley, whoſe 
ſides are covered with trees overhanging a 


70 | brook. 
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brook - wat purs' itſelf along over broken 
rocks. We approached a ruſtic grotto, placed 
in a ſequeſtered corner, under a half. impend- 
ing rock. My companion ſtopped. This,“ 
ſaid he “ was one of Amelia's walks}and 
IA that grotto was her favourite evening re- 
6, treat. Phe laſt night ſhe ever walked out, 
A and the very evening ſhe caught that fatal 
ée fever, I was with my brother and ber, 
K. while we ſat and read to each other in that 
very place.” - While he ſpoke, we perceived 
Aman ſteal out of the grotto, and, avoiding 
us, take his way by a path through a thicket 
of trees on the other ſide. It is my bro- 
4e ther,” ſaid: young Wentworth; „ he has 
<« been. here in his Amelia's favourite grove; in- 
« dulging that get; de: ſo; << a 
Pp. from us. ” To 1 29H 
+ We returned to hy lh an found Mr. | 
Mentworth with the reſt'of the company. He 
ſiorced on ſome conugglation, and even affected 
By. i d degree * bb 3 e che whole 
eng oo 44 r 'G e eee TO of | 
Such, zj mort, is 1 'L ls e of * 
* enk that, in place of finding it neceſ- 
© Gary, ta temper and moderate his grief, I muſt 
22 iy avoid, ſeeming to perceive it, and dare ſcarcely 
appear even to think of the heavy calamity 
which has befallen him. I too well know 
What he Fels 


_ 
& 


* 


t unn or 


4 
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more does the dignity of his recollection and 


fortĩitude excite my admiration, and Comal 
my ſilent attention and reſpect. p 
How very different is this dintdGedinnd.o re- 
ſerved ſorrow, from that weak and teazing 
grief which diſguſts, by its fighs' and tears, 


and clamorous lamentations? How much does 


ſuch noble fortitude of deportment call forth 
our regard and reverence? How much is a 
character, in other reſpects eſtimable, degraded 
by a contrary demeanour f How much does the 
exceſſive, the imporgynate, and unmanly grief 
of:Cicero, diminiſh' Me very high reſpe& which 
we ſhould otherwiſe entertain or the exalted 
charaQer of chat illuſtrious Roma? 2 

Writers on practical morality have deſeribed 
and analyzed the paſſion of grief, and have pre- 
tended to preſcribe remedies for reſtoring the 
mind to tranquillity 4 but, I believe, little 


benefit has been derived from any thing they * 1 
have adviſed. To tell a perſon in grief, that 


times will relieve bim, is truly applying no re- 
medy ; and to bid him reflect how many others 


there may be who are more wretched,” is a 


very ineffeacious one. The truth is, that the 
Exceſs of this, as well as of other paſſions, muſt 


de prevented father than cured,” It muſt be an 


obviated, by our attaining. that evenneſs lil 
equality of temper, Which can ariſe only 116 
an e underſtanding, and an bh 


g 
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intercourſe with refined ſociety. Theſe will 
- Not, indeed, exempt us from the pangs of ſor- 
row, but will enable us to bear them with a 
noble grace and propriety, and will render the 
preſence of our friends {which is the. only re- 
N 3 a very effectual cure. 
This is well explained by a philoſopher, EK 
is no leſs eloquent than he is profound. He 
juſtly obſerves, that we naturally, on all occa- 
ſions, endeavour to bring down our own paſ- 
ſions, to that pitch which thoſe about us can 
correſpond with. We view ourſelves in the 
light in which we think they view us, and 


dee to ſuit our behaviour to what we think 
their feelings can go along with. With an 


intimate friend, acquainted with every circum- 
ſtance of our ſituation, we can, in ſome mea, 
| ſure, give way to our grief, but are more calm 
than when by ourſelves. Before a common 
acqusintance, we aſſume a. greater ſedateneſs. 
Before à mived aſſembly, we affect a ſtill more 
_ conſiderable degree of compoſure. Thus, by 


the company of our friends at firſt, and aſter- * 


wards, by mingling with ſociety, we come to 
ſuit qur"deportment to what we think they will 
X approve of; we gradually abate the violenes 


ef our Le and reſtore our Wwe. to N 


5 N 
# 4 
* 
x 


. 
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"different turn. He led the Colonel into a 
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Ne 28. SaTuUrRDAY; May 1, 1779s. 
| Currit ad Indos 2 | | 
| Panperiem fugiens. 25 I Ran. 
ND did you not bluſh for our coughs 
men?“ ſaid Mr. Umphraville to Co- 
lonel Plum, as the latter was deſcribing the ſack 


of an Indian city, and the plunder of its miſer- 


able inhabitants, with the death of a Wie" hs 
had gallantly defended it. 

„ Not at all, Sir,“ anſwered 0 Colonel 
coolly : “ our countrymen did no more than 
ce their duty; and, were we to decline per- 
« forming it on ſuch occaſions, we ſhould be 
« of little ſervice to our cauntry/in India,” 
Mr. Umphraville made no anfwer to this de- 
fence; but a ſilent indignation, hich ſat upon 
his countenance, implied a ſtronger diſapproba- 
tion of'it, than the moſt laboured W * cout 
have offered. 

For the fame reaſon which' induced him to 
4080 any farther diſcuſſion of the ſubject, my 
friend endeavoured to give the converſation 4 


ſeription of the country of India; and, as 


gentleman deſcribed, in very lively colours, h- A 
any. ao: its appearance, the number of its 


9 i | Peep { 
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People, and the variety and richneſs of its pro- 
ductions, Mr, Umphraville liſtened; to this part 
of his diſcourſe with an uncommon reo 
pleaſure-and zenten. 

But, after the Colonel's | 3 
converſation happened during one of my ex- 
curſions to Mr. Umphraville's, where Colonel 
Plum bad been on a viſit), the former part of 
f the converſation recurred immediately to my 


friend's: — and produced the e 


: One { 55 Dh M: inen 
Af * rome ſaid he, 04 K more i 
« ing proof of human weakneſs, than that power 
which ſituation and habit, acquire over prin- 
&, ciple and feeling, even in men of the beſt; na- 
&« tural diſpoſitions. d Bawp » 
„% Tbe gentleman Who has juſt. left; us, has 
weak from Nature. a more than ordinary 
Tü b good ſenſe. Nor does the; ſeem to 
A hays been-leſs liberal: to him in the affections 
«of the heart, than PS powers of the un- 
| 4:derftanding... . af i Polt aug 
% Since his, return to-this.country,;Colonel- 


« Num has acted the part of an affectionate 

ad generous relations, of an atteptive and 

. . leſul friend; bei has been zn ipdulgant 
* ds a patron of the ioduſtrious, aud 


dia ſupport to the indigent, In a werd be 


t has proved a e and uſeſul member of 


e 5 1 68 25 een > 


— 


2 
OJ * 
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«F6ciety; on whom fortune ſeems not to have 


* 


. miſpfaced her favours. «208 220105. 
dec Vet, with all the excellent difpofttions of 
« which theſe are proofs, placed as a- ſoldier 
«of fortune in India; inflamed with the um- 
„ bition ef amaſüng weak; corrupted by e 
d coritagious example of others governed by 
« the Tame paſfion,” and engaged in the ſame 
„ purſuit, Colonel Plum appears to have been 
<« little under the influence either of Juſtice or 


« humanity; he ſeems to have viewed the un- 


„ Happy people of that country merely as the 

e inſtruments, which, in one way or other, 

e ere to furniſh himſelf and his countrymen 

ed that wealth ey had "uw id wes in 
ne of, 54-0 

If' theſe Wiretmlmders eden er 1 


* — — ſuch a man as Colonel Plum, we” 
have little reaſon to wonder that they ſnould 
4 have carried others of our countrymen to ſtill 
<« more lamentable exceſſes; that they ſhould” 
< have filled that unhappy country with ſcenes 
<«-6f miſery and opprefion; of which the re- 


© eftal fils us with equal ſhame and indigna- 


cen tiom Vet ſueh examples as that of the 8 50 


<©/Japel>ſhould perhaps diſpoſe us, in place 
«yjolently' declaiming ' againſt the conduct 
individuals, to inveſligate the cauſes by which 


ce it is produced 2 ! WW © iv. 20 SS 48: 
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The conqueſts of a commercial people 
* have always, I believe, proved uncommonly 
deſtructive; and this might naturally have 
been expected of thoſe made by our country- 
„ men in India, under the direction of a mer- 
cantile ſociety, conducted by its members in 


a diſtant country, in a elimate fatal to Eu- 


c ropean conſtitutions, which they viſit only for 
the purpoſe of ſuddenly; amaſſing riches, and 
from which they are anxious to return as 


L ſoon as that purpoſe is accompliſhed, 


How far ſuch, a company, whoſe original 


4 connection with India was merely the proſe- 
oO a of their private commerce, ſhould have 


ever been allowed to aſſume, and ſhould- till 
e continue to poſſeſs, the unnatural character 
& of ſovereigns and conquerors; and to conduct 
the government of a great empire; is a point 


: « which may, perhaps, merit the attention of 


« the legiſlature, as much as many of the more 


. minute enquiries in e, ye of late 


been engaged. 7 wh > 
I have often thought 3 3 our ſu- 


Seer bwovledge is the art of government 
might enable us to change the condition of 
es chat unfortunate country for the better, L 

- have pleaſed myſelf with fondly: picuripg- 


te out the progreſs of ſuch a plan with fan- 


90 ing I ſaw nr hy/ 


n Ripa | 6 aſide 
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«..afide, their ferocity and ambition; the peace- 
&« ful diſciples of Brahma, happy in the ſecu- 
<«<.rity, of a good government, and in the en- 
4 joyment of thoſe innocent and ſimple man- 
4 ners which mark the influence of a fruitful 
« climate and a beneficent religion, — But, 
& alas] continued Mr. Umphraville, with a 
ſigh, “ ſuch reformations are more eaſily ef- 
« fected by me in my elbow- chair, than by 
“ thoſe who conduct the great Renn 
“ machine of government. | 
„I wiſh,” added be, it n eh the 
« contracted view of things natural to à re- 
<« tired old man, whieh leads me to fear that, 
in this country, the period of ſuch reforma- 
tions is nearly paſt; when I obſerve that 
« almoſt all men regulate their conduct, and 
<<. form the minds of the riſing e en 


. this nim, 
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Pune as 3 e 3 
«< of ſo mean and ſo corrupt a principle; the 
© ſame-national corruption _ the: Reman 
«poet aſcribes to it 
In the lower ranks; dne ee ," 0 
Grit. the: ſoutce of induſtry, may be held 
bil | « equally. 


| _ F run, Mr 0 *. n 


LS SS * 


this deſire of wealth; if it ſhall wb ty 


« the ſentiments of ublic. virtue, and the 
* paſſion for true glory, natural to that or- 
7 der 'of the Kate; the ſpring of private. and 


of national honour muſt have loft its force, 
aa and there will remain nothing to withſtand 
«the general corruption of manners, and the 


«public diſorder and debility which are its in- 


«ſeparable attendants. If our country has not 


e already reached this point of degeneraty, ſhe 


es ſeems, at leaſt, as far as a ſpectator of her 
. nn can judge, to be too faſt approach- 
©. ing it.“ 

Somewhat in this manner did Mr. Unphra- 
ville expreſs. himſelf. ' Living retired in the 


| country, converſing with few, and ignorant of 


the opinions of the many; attached to ideas of 
ily, and not very fond of the mercantile in- 
"tereſt; diſpoſed to give praiſe to former times, 


and not to think highly of the preſent; in his 
apprehenſion of fads he is often miſtaken, and 

the concluſions he draws from thoſe facts are 
often erroneous, In the a inſtance, the 


view 


Ic 


l 


tions, are in 
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view which 1 have eſented of his opinions, 


89421 


may V throw further light upon þ is character; it 
2055 4 ſtriking picture both of the candour of 


. mind, and of the generoſity of his ſenti⸗ 


ments. His opinions, though erroneous, may 
be uſeful ; they may remind thoſe who, though 
endued, li ke 5255 Plum, with good diſpoſi- 

nger. of being ſeduced, by eir- 
cumſtances and ſituation, that our own inte- 
reſt or ambition is never to be purſued bur i in, 
conſiſtency with the ſacred obligations of juſtice, 
humanity, and benevolence ; and they may 
afford a very pleaſing ſource of reflection to 
others, Who, in trying ſituations, have main- 
tained their virtus and their character untainted,, 
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Opneliat animos  comitas heul FREY t 

| | Er. DE Orr. 0 

0 | » 575 1 81e „ | 1 1 
Peggeges or the external ſhew of hu- f 

manity, has been. ſtrongly. recommended 0 

by ſome, and has been treated with exceſſive 8 

ridicule by others. It has ſometimes been re- a 


preſented; very. improperly, as. conſtituting the A 
ſum of merit: and thus affectation and grimace | 
have been ſubſtituted in place of virtue. There 
are, on the other hand, perſons who cover their 
own rudeneſs, and juſtify groſs ruſticity, by 
calling their conduct honeſt bluntneſs, and by 
defaming complacent manners, as fawning or 
hypoctitical. Shakeſpeare, in his King Lear, 
W this character with his uſual ability: 


I.,his is ſome fellow | 

: wv hs having been prais d for en doch 
I 1 affect 5 4 . 
N A ſaucy roughneſs, und aiming the garb \ 
Quite from his nature. He can't flatter, he, 
An honeſt mind and plain, he muſt ſpeak truth, 
An' they will take it ſo; if not, he's plain. 
To extol poliſhed external manners us con- 
ſtituting the whole duty of man, or to de- 
| | EVE $5 claim 
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claim againſt them as utterly inconſiſtent with 


truth, and the reſpe& we owe to ourſelves, Are 


extremes equally to be avoided. Let mb one 
believe that the ſhew of humanity is equal to 
the reality: nor let any one, from the deſire 
of pleaſing, depart from the line of truth, or 
ſtoop to mean condeſcenſion. But to preſume 
favourably of all men; to conſider them as 
worthy of our regard til we have evidence 
of the contrary; to be inclined to render 


them ſervices; and to entertain confidence in : 


their inclinations to follow a ſimilar conduct; 


conſtitute a temper, which every man, for bis | 
own peace, and for the peace of ſociety, ought 


to improve and exhibit. Now, this is the 
temper effential to poliſhed manners; and the 
external ſhew of civilities is a banner held 


forth, announcing to all men, that we hold 
them in due reſpect, and are diſpoſed to oblige 


Befides, it will often occur, that we 
may have the ſtrongeſt conviction of worth in 


another perſon ; that we may be- diſpoſed, from 
gratitude or eſteem, to render him ſuitable 


ſervices; and yet may have no opportunity of 


reſtifying,” by thoſe actions which are their ge- 


nuine expreſſions, either that conviction, or 
that diſpoſition. Hence external courteſies and 
civilities; ace ſubſtituted, wich great propriety, 


as a and repreſentatives of thoſe actions 
1 Ki k which 
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which we are deſirous, and have not the power 
of performing. They are to be held as pledges 
of our eſteem and affection. 

„But the man of courtly manners often 
« puts on a placid and ſmiling. ſemblance, 
< while his heart rankles with malignant paſ- 
ce ſion.“ When this is done with an inten- 
tion to deceive or enſnare mankind, the con- 
duct is perfidious, and ought to be branded with 
infamy. In that caſe, the law of courteſy is 
© more honoured in the breach, than in the 
& obſervance.” But there may be another 
ſituation, when the ſhew of courteſy aſſumed, 
while the heart is ſtill at eaſe, moved by diſ- 
agreeable unkindly feelings, would be unjuſtly 
cenſured. From a feeble conſtitution of 
body, bad health, or ſome untoward accident 
or diſappointment, you loſe your wonted ſe- 


renity. Influenced by your preſent humour, 


even to thoſe who have no concern in the ac- 
cident that hath befallen you, and who would 
really be inclined to relieve you from your 
uneaſineſs, you become reſerved. and ſplenetic. 
You know the impropriety of ſuch a demean- 
our, and endeavour to beget in your boſom a 
very different diſpoſition, Your paſſions, how- 
ever, are ſtubborn; images of wrong and of 
diſappointment have taken ſtrong hold of your 


Narr! and your preſent diſagreeable and pain- 


ful 
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ful ſtate of mind cannot eaſily be removed. 
Meanwhile, however, you diſguiſe the appear- 
ance; you are careful to let no fretful expreſ - 
ſid be uttered, nor any malignant᷑ thought lour 
in your aſpect; you perform external dcs f 
civility, and aſſume the tones and the language 
of the moſt perfect compoſure. You thus war 
with your own fpirit ; and, by force of com- 
manding the external ſymptoms,” vou will gain 
a complete victory. You' Will actually eſtablin 
in your mind that good humour au humunity, "©: i 
which, a little before, were only yours in ap- 5 
pearance. Now, in this diſciphine, there is 
nothing criminal.—In this diſcipline, there is a 
great deal of merits It will not only correct 
and alter our prefent humours, but may influ- 25 
ence our habits and diſpoſions. OR a 
A cContrary practice may be attended, r 
not with dangerous, at leaſt with dag 
conſecquences. Sir Gregory Blunt was the 
eldeſt ſon of a reſpectable family. His for- 
tune and his anceſtry entitled him, as he and 
- his” friends apprehended, to appear in any 
fape that he pleaſed; | He owed, and would 
| owe no man a ſhillings but other men might 
de intlebted to him. Hs received from na- 
f ture; and till poſſeſſes, good abilities and hu- 
4 dn ons. re nm or" : 
- Hexible honeuf. Yet” Sir Gregory has an un- 
Vor. * 3 bending 
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* bending caſt of mind, that cannot: eaſily be 
faſhioned into ſoft compliance and condeſcen- I] 

| tion. He never, even at an early period, bad 
y 2 »pretenſions to winning ways, or agreeable i 
Fu alduities z. nor had he any talent for acquiring * 
perſonal graces and agcompliſhments., In every 1 
„ting that confers the eaſy apd;epgaging air of t 
2 a, gentleman, he was excelled by his, compa- 3 
nions. Sir Ghegory had ſenſe. enough to per- . 
ccive his own incapacity; vanity enough to be * 
5 * hurt with, the. preferences ſhewn to young men Fo 
2 leſs able or honeſt, but more complaiſant than * 
55 + 0 - himſelf; and pride enough to caſt away all pre- 1 


tenſions to that ſmoothneſs. of demeanour in 
which he could never xcel. Thus he aſſumed 
2 pluntneſs and roughneſs of manners, better 
ſuited to the natural caſt of his temper. He 
would be plain; be hatgd all your, ſmiling and 
5 5 fawning attentions; he would, ſpeak what he 
thought; he would praiſe no man, even though, 
he thought him deſerying, becauſe. be ſcorned 
to appear a flatterer ; and he would promiſe no 
man good offices, not eyen though he meant to 
perform them, becauſe he ahborred oſtentation. | 
+. Accordingly, . in his addreſs, he is often abrupt, 
F * A an approach to rudene ſs, which, if it does 
| 0 Tot offend, diſconcgrts: and he will ngt return 
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to have corrected; and, ſlave to a ſurly mann 
he thinks he acts upon principle. 

Now, this habit not only renders, bim dif 
agreeable to perſons of poliſhed manners, but 
may be attended with conſequences of a more 
ſerious nature. Sir Gregory does not perceive, 
that, while he thinks he is plain, he only affetts 
to be plain; that he often ftifles a kindly feel- 
ing, for fear of ſeeming complaceftt ; ; that “ he 
« conſtrains the garb quite from his nature 1 
and that he diſguiſes his appearance as much 
at leaſt by exceſſive bluntneſs, as he would by "x "% 
ſhewing ſome complaiſance. Thus he is hardly, 
entitled, notwithſtanding his pretenſions, to the 

praiſe even of honeft plainneſs. Beſides, his 
character, in other reſpects, is ſo eminent, and 
his rank fo diſtinguiſhed,” that, of courſe, he 
has many admirers: and thus all the young” 
men of his neighbourhood are becoming as 
boiſterous and aMrough as himſelf. Even ſome © 
of his female acquaintance are likely to ſuffer” 
by the contagion of his example. Their dete i 
of pleaſing has taken an improper direction; 
they cem leſs ſtudious of thoſe delicate bro b 
ties and obſervances ſo eſſential to female &!1:ññ 
cellenes ; they alſo will not appear aL . 
than What they are; and thus they will not 
only appear, but become a great deal worle, : *. 
poßß an the Belt of humanity and good bunt * 


5 L 2 may, 
* Sy 5 85 . ö e N 


\ P 7 


* — 
: J 
- PS. 1 
. 0. ——— 


a 


220 o THE MIRROR. Ne 2g. 


may, in ſome inſtances, promote a gentle a: 
per, and render us good-humoured; ſo the af- 
fectation and ſhew of hogeſt plainneſs may lead 
us to be plain without honeſty, and ſincere 
without good intention. Thoſe who affect ti- 
midity, may, in time, become cowards; and 
thoſe who affect 1 mg. e #61 


inhuman. + 


mn n ern 

8 at , | 4 | A 1K | wb r 

n To the "AUTHOR of the Ad bk 
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¹ HAVE long had a tendre ern 
who is very beautiful, but a little-capricious, 
1 think myſelf unfgrtunate enough not to be in 
her good graces ; but ſome . friends tell 
me I am a ſimpleton, and don't underſtand her. 
Pray be ſo ny inform. meg; Mr... Mygzor, 
Waere ſort of rudeneſs amoumti t encour 
. When a lady calls a wanrigpertinent, 
does ſhe wiſh him to be ſome what more aſſum- 
ing? When ſhe never logks his wan nde 
_ geckon himſelf a favourite? Or, if ſbg; | 
doch, that Mr. Such- a- ane is her averſion, is Mr. 
| 23 h-@-one, to take it for granted, that the. is 
Y 25 gomnrght fond of him rig; N K 46 
oy. * m4: Youss. . ' 
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og M70, 

t 50% Ur bfr 

N30. Serena, Mey: g, 1779- | . 
11968” ba * 

T has ſometimes deem matter of e 

# whether or not there be a ſex in the ſoul: that 
r in manners, I never heard diſputed; 
the ſame applauſe which we involuntarily beſtow 
upon honour, courage, and ſpirit in men, we as 
naturally confer upon chaſtity, modeſty, and 
gentleneſs in women. . - 

It was formerly one of thoſe national boaſts” 1 
which are always allowable, and ſometimes uſe- 
_ fl; tht the Ladies of Scotland poficfied a purity 
efcondaRt} and delicacy of manners, beyond 
"thoſe ef moſt other countries. Free from the 
dad effects ef overgrown fortunes, and of the 
8 ho 000465, Mas capital, their » 
; a | weren & ga 8 


ret had +> n, 

Tea rms ncht t to believe, that chis s 

fill the caſe in general; yet, from my own 

| obleryateony*. ank the complaints of ſeveral 

1 te 1 em forry to be obliged to 

conclude; that there begins to appear among, K 

| us f very different ſtyle of manners. Pert * 
dur frequent communication with the metrs 2 

polis of cur filter kingdom, is one great cauſe .” 

2 of this. "Formerly a London jburney was at- 5 

tended * ſome dimeulty and' Th and a 1 l 


Pboſting thither was an atehieyement as maſcu- 
line as a fox-chace. Now the goodneſs of 
the roads, and the convenience of the vehicles, 


* render it a matter of only a fe days moderate A 
exerciſe for a lady; © Facilis deſcenſus Hvers W 
© ;“ our wives and daughters are carried ; 
thither to ſee the world; and e are not to „ 
wonder if ſome of them dae back only that a Sf” 


knowledge of it, which the moſt ignorant wan = ho 
acquire, and the moſt forgetful retain, That 7 
knowledge is communicated to a certain circle, 
on their return; the imitation is- u rabid s 
it is eaſy; they emulate the. Engliſb, whowhe- WW © 
fore have copigd the French; the die, be 
_ Phraſe, and the morale of Paris, is tranſplanted 5 3 25 
-farſt to London and thence to Edinburgbs and 9 


even the ſequeſtered regions of th , "3 
7255 , 4 ſometimes vids. in e 3 * 

politeneſs. 2 * . N 3 

1 75 — here I ca fer tl 0 . 
„ imitation is often ſo clone, iioplraiit all F 
tte agreeable, and retain all the Men Tanks * 
ak < tranſlation of the manners, as in the tun +) 
© thee Jariguage, of our neighbours, .we: are apt ta. F.-Y 

= 5 2 the fineneſſes, the petits agrimens, hich þ 4 
bE fs 53 a give zeſt and 5 
es. . ohe ON ITE,” 8 
N KS: It will be faid, perhaps, chat chere is often , $. 

5 SN * 9 b "without any. eriminblity | 
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5 A of conduct; that the lady who talks always 
"* Houd; and ſometimes free, goes much abroad, 
bor keeps à crowd of company at home, rattles 
io a public place with a circle of young fellows, 
br flirts in a corner with a ſingle one, does all 
this without the ſmalleſt bad intention, merely 
+ as ſhe puts on à cap, and ſticks it with fea- 
Nee ſhe has ſeen it done by others 
"+ wtoſe. rank and faſhion entitle them to her 
© ria, Now, granting that moſt of thaſe 
ae have all the purity of heart that is con- 
debate For, are there no diſagreeable conſe- 
endes, I would aſk, from the appearance of. 
* * i ene of its reality? Decorum is * 
leaſt the guſign, if not the outguard, of virtue; 
ile Want of cit; if it does not weaken the gar- 
. nion, will, at least, embolden the aſſallants; 
. -woman' s Vitue is of ſodfelicate a nature, f 
ü 1 that to be impregnable is ou 
MT r of Being ſo, 5 
5 though: female virtue, in the n . 
wy en. chaftity, there are many other endo w- 
ments, without which a woman's character: is | 
keproachable, though it is not infamous. he 1 
1 mild demeanor, the modeſt deportment, % — 
.. valued: not only as they. denote internal purity _— 
* and innocence, but 'as forming in hemſelyes | 
the moſtiamiable and engaging part of the fe- 
male Sher. * 1 of. eld, a ſtifſf 
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conſtrained manner, which the moderns bnd 
ing unpleaſant, agreed to explode, and, in t 


common rage of reformation, ſubſtituted. the 


very oppoſite extreme in its ſtead; to. baniſh 
preciſeneſs, they. called! in levity, and ceremony 
gave way to ſomthing like, rudeneſs, But 
- faſhion. may alter the form, not the eſſence of 
things; and thoygh we may! lend our, laugh, 
or eyen our applauſe, to the woman whoſe 
figure and converſation comes flying out, upon 
us in this faſhionable for wardneſs of manner 3 
* yet, I believe, there is ſcarce a votary of the 


4 mode who would wiſh his ſiſter, his Wie, or 
deen his miſtreſs, (I uſe the word in os model, 
5 | ſenſe), to poſſeſs i . 


J have | hitherto, pointed my ol rvations 
chiefly at the appearance of our ladies to the 
world, which, beſides its being more nme 
. diately the object of public cenſorſhip, 4 Va- 

riety of ſtrictures lately ſent me by my Gore... 

>ſpondents naturally led me 80 copliger, © . 

aftaid, however, the ſame innovation Begin 5 to. 

ap ear in bur · domeſtic 25 in our public Uf 

| Wt the, caſe of my friend Mr. n 
fttrom being fingular. , , Some. of thoſe whoſe. | 
. . tk and ſlation are ſach, as to enforcy EXA | 
| regulate, opinion, chin it an Om” 


uh. 


* iſtinction to be able 4 lead, from the ſober - 
\ track, * BE Ms of their mothers * 


ys 
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grandmothers had marked out for them, ſuch 
ung ladies as chance, relationſhip, or neigh- 
bourhood, has placed within the reach of their 
Manek The ſtate of diffidence and depend- 
ance, in which a young woman uſed to find 
1 happy under the protection of her parents 

guardi ans, they” teach their pupils to &n- 
fider as incompatible with ſenfe or ſpirit. : W ith 
them obedience and ſubordination are' terms of 


— 


contempt ; even the natural reſtraints of time 


are diſregarded ; childhood is immaturely forced 

| into youth, and youth aſſumes the confidence. 
nd ſelf-p ernment of age; domeſtic duties are, 
Veld to e laviſh, and domeſtic. rao. 
mſi id. | 
[here is an appearance 2 brilliancy i in the 
ele of Pk life and faſhion, which. na- 


turally Gazles and ſeduces the young and i ins; 
expert But let them not believe that 


the ſcale of tartüune is the ſtandard of happineſs, * | 


or the whit ofpleaſure, which their patroneſſes* 
deſeribe, peoductive of the ſakisfaction which 
they affect to > enjoy i in it, Could they t trace 1 its, 
courſe through a month, à weck, or a day of. : 
that life which they enjoy, they 1 would; dit 
e6mmonly e xpire in Janguor, | or end in difay 
pointment.. " They would ſee. "the'daughteny 

. faſhion 10 1 ſtate the moſt painful of an * 
"ug to "cover hatred with the ſmile e 
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| ſhip; and anguiſh with the appearance of gaiety; 


they would fee the miſtreſs of the feaſt, or the 
directreſs of the route, at the table, or in the 
drawing- room, in the very ſcene of her pride, 
- torn with thoſe jarring paſſions which = but 
I will not talk like a moraliſt—— which make 
ducheſſes mean, and the fineſt women in the 
world ugly. I ds them no injuſtice ; for I ſtate 
this at the time of poſſeſſion; its value in re- 
faction I forbear to eſtimate, 
If 1 dared to contraſt this with a pie. of 
domeſtic pleaſure; were I to exhibit a family 
_ virtuous and happy, where affection takes place 
of duty, and obedience is enjoyed, not exacted; 
where the happineſs of every indivigual is re- 
flected upon the ſociety, and 2 certain tender 
_ ſolicitude about each other, gives a more delicate 
| ſenſe of pleaſure than any enjoymentumerely. 
_ felfiſh can produce; could I paint them in their 
little circles of buſineſs or of amuſement, of 
' ſentiment or of gaiety, I am perſuaded the {cene 
would be too Herabie for the moſt irreverent 
155 to deride, and its happineſs too apparent for the 
moſt diffipated to deny. Vet to be the child or 
| mother of ſuch a family, is often foregone for 
L the miſerable vanity of aping ſome woman, 
wen as ſhe 1 is worthleſs, deſpiſed in the midſt 
of eh a = i WO in the very centre of 
| Gillpation, "7 e if 
5 *. | „ 1 be 
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I have limited this remonſtrance to motives 
merely temporal, becauſe I am informed, ſome 
of our  high-bred females deny the reality of 
any other. This refinement of infidelity is 
one of thoſe new -acquirements, which, till of 
late, were altogether: unknown to the ladies 
of this country, and which I hope very, very 
few of them are yet poſſeſſed of. I mean not 
to diſpute the ſolidity of their ſyſtem, as I am 
perſuaded they have ſtudied the ſubje& deeply, . 
and under very able and learned maſters. 1 
would only take the liberty of binting the pur- 
poſe for which, I have been told by ſome fa- 
ſhionable men, ſuch doctrines have frequently 
been taught. It ſeems, it is underſtood by the 
younger claſs of our philoſophers, that a wo- 
man never thinks herſelf quite alane, till ſhe has 
* ae the way, as well oh her bags 
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HERE 3 FIR of writing 
1 more difligult;-than. that of drawing 
characters; and hence it is that ſo few au- 
— thors have excelled in it. Among thoſe writers 
7 Who have Confined. themſelves merely to this 
3 | hep bro/tus holds the firſt 
pies place. among . the anvients, and La Bruyere 
among the moderns. But, beſide thoſe who 
have profeſſedly confined. themſelves to the de- 
* lineation of character, every hiſtorian h, re · 
lates events, and who deſcribes the diſpoſition. . 
* and qualities of the perſons engaged im them, | 
is to be conſidered as a writer of chatacters, / wn | 
pere are two methods by which a cha- a | 
racter may be delineated ; and different - au- 
thors have, morggpr leſs, ales the ohe or 
e . A character may either, be given 
thing the internal feelings of the mind, 
and. by relating the qualities with which the 
1 / perſon. is endowed; or, without mentioning,” - 
in general the internal qualities which ke poſ- 8 * 
ſeſles, an account may be given oſ his exter- + * 
0 mi. e a: his n on this or that 15 2 
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occaſion, and how he was affected by this or 
that event. 

An author who draws characters i in the firſt 
manner, employs thoſe words that denote the 
gefieral qualities of the mind; and by means-of 

| theſe he gives a deſcription and view of the cha- 
rater. He paſſes over the particular circum. 
ſtances of behaviour and conduct which lead to 
the general concluſion with regard to the cha- 
racer, and gives the concluſion itſelf, | » 

But an author who draws chapter in the 


giving the general — deduced from 

the obſervation. of particular circumſtances of 
conduct, gives a view of the particulars them 
ſelves, and of the external conduct of the 
Peron whoſe character he wiſhes to repreſent, 

- ng his readers to form their own conelu- 

from that view which he has given. Of 

; the two authors I have mentioned, each excels 
in one of thoſe oppoſite manners. In every in- W 
ſtance] can recollect, excepti the extravagant 
picture of the abſent man, La Brig 9 
before his readers the internal feelings Uf 
character he wiſhes to repreſent; while Theophraſe. 
f e the action which. the internal 9 |; M 1 
n 8, * „ I * 3 

Oß theſe different i ef — delineming og 4 
8 has b * The 
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beſt method of giving a full and comprehen- 
five view of the different parts of a character, 
may be by a general enumeration of the qua- 
- * hlities of mind with which the perſon is en- 
dowed. At the ſame time, however, it is, 
perhaps, impoſſible to mark the nice and de- 
licate ſhades of character, without bringing the 
image more fully before the eye, and placing the 
perſon in that ſituation * calls him forth into 
action. ; 
In theſe two Aifferent magere, 8 are 
faults into which authors, following the one 
or the other, are apt to fall, and which they 
ſhould ſtudiouſſy endeavour to avoid. An 
author who gives the internal qualities of the 
2 character, ſhould guard againſt beiſſg too ge- 
neral; be who gives views of the conduct, 
4 and repreſents the actions themſelves, Should 
avoid being too particular. When the inter- 
„ anal qualities of the mind are deſctibed{sthey 
may be expreſſed in ſuch vague and general 
* 0 Fug e e to la Mefore the reader no marked 
RN hog” feature; when, again, in the 
* s weh are given of the conduct, the 
125 . detail is too particular, the author is apt to 
* tire by becoming'tedious, or to diſguſt hy be- 
ing trifling or fam mar, or by approaching to 
vulgarity. Some of our moſt ctlebrated hit 


AF. 
"4 


"1460 x s ; 
— ä the firſt 90 
2 bo, ol ork; 8 Ne 
j 1 2 Pg 3 
* 5 bs N 5 " FF 
\\ L 4 2 * 
9. of "0 : 5 1 
1 Pg. 1 q ; * 1 
0 ö 
I» 5 


Ne iI. THE MIRROR. 231 


ſort; when, at the end of a reign, or at the 
exit of a hero, they draw the character of 
the King, or great man, and tell their read- 
ers, that the perſon they are taking leave of, 
was brave, generous, juſt, humane; or the ty- 
rant they have been declaiming againſt, was 
cruel, haughty, jealous, deceitful; theſe gene- 
ral qualities are ſo little diſtinguiſhing, that 


they may be applied, almoſt, to any very good, 


or very bad man, in the hiſtory. When, on 
the other hand, an author, in order to give a 
particular view of the perſon of whom he 


writes, tells his readers, what ſuch-perſon di! | 


before, and what after dinner; what before, 
and what after he ſlept; if his vivacity prevent 


him from appearing tedious, he will at leaſt be . | 


in danger of diſpleaſing by the ae, 
vulgarity or affectation. | 1 

It may be proper here to oblerye, that, in 
making a right choice of the different man- 


ners in which a character may be dran, 
much depends upon the ſulſeR, or deſign of 


the author; one method may he more ſuited 
to one kind of compoſition than to another. 
Thus the author who confines «himſelf mere - 


Ay te drawing characters, the hiſtorian; WoW 
'* 2graws a character ariſiny only from, or illuſ- 
ttrstigg che events he records, or the novelliſt 
. delineates characters by feigned circum- 


e and fituations, k bare each their ſeveral 
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: objects, and different manners may be properly 

adapted by each of them. Writers, ſuch as 
*  Theophraſlusand La Bruyere, take for their object 
* a character governed by ſome one paſſion, ab- 
ſorbing all others, and influencing the man in 
every thing; the miſer, the epicure, the drunkard, 
Er. The buſineſs of the hiſtorian is more dif- 
ficult and more extenſive; he takes the com- 
plicated characters in real life; he muſt give a 
view of every diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
the perſonage, the good and the bad, the fierce 
and the gentle, "all the . aa Willey 


life preſents. © | 
Novel“ writers ought, like the profeſſed ail 


* ters of character, to have it generally in view” 


d Muftrate ſome one diſtinguiſhing fedtufè or 
*. paſſion of the mind; but then they have it in 
© their power, by the aſſiſtance of ſtory, and by 
inventing eireumſtances and ſituation, to echi- 
dit its leading features in every polible point of 
ee The great error, indeed, into Which 
titers contnonly fall, is, that they ats 
3 — iſto the circumſtances 
__thefTaatey than to giving new arid juſt views" 


© * of®thie"charaBter" of the perſon they” preſene;®* 


4 enera method is to affix names tütker- 
tai peffopages, whom they introdues t0 , Their 
readers, whom they lead through bangen ank, 1 
diſtreſſes, or Exhibit in circumſtances of ridielte?” Tar 
without A it in view to Wuſtraty any one 
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predominant or leading principle of the human 
heart; without making their readers n 

better acquainted with the characteriſtic featu 

of thoſe perſons at the end of the ſtory than at 

the beginning. Hence theie are ſo few novels 

which give laſting pleaſure, or can bear to he 
peruſed oftener than once. From the ſurpriſe. 
occaſioned by the novelty or nature of the events, 
they may carry their readers once through them; 
but, as they do not illuſtrate any of the princi- 
ples of the mind, or give any intereſting views 
of character, they raiſe no deſire for a ſecond per- 
uſal, and ever after lie neglected on the ſhelf. 
Ho very different from theſe are the novels, 

which, in place of relying upon the mere force 


of ineident, bring the characters of their per- | . | 


ſonages fully before us, paint all their ſhades... 
and attitudes, and by making us, as it were, 
intimately acquainted, with them, deeply engage 
our hearts in every circumſtance which can a. 
ſect them? This, happy talent of delineating all 
the delicate features and nice tims of human cha- 
rater, never ſails to delight, and; Will often atons-. 


for many defects. It is this wbich rendets Rid, 
ardſan ſo intereſting, in ſpite of his immęaſurable ve” 
tediuſnels ; ; it is this which will render, Fielding - 1 


- » ever, delightfy}, notwithſtanding the indelicatg 
Ty . he doo often ne us. 
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objects, and different manners may be properly 
4 adapted by each of them. Writers, ſuch as 
* | Theophraſiusand La Bruyere, take for their object 
* character governed by ſome one paſſion, ab- 
ſorbing all others, and influencing the man in 
every thing ; the miſer, the epicure, the drunkard, 
rt. The buſineſs of the hiſtorian is more dif- 
ficult and more extenſive; he takes the com- 
_ plicated characters in real life; he muſt give a 
view of every diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtic of 
the perſonage, the good and the bad, the fierce 
and the gentle, all the 3 nn = 1 
Kfe preſents, | 
Neovel- Writers ought; Tike the profeſſed il 
ters of character, to have it generally in view” 
| 10 THuftrate ſome one diſtinguiſhing featut or 
4 — hor of the mind; but then they have it in 
il ' thiir' power, by the affiſtance of ſtory, and by 
inventing eſreumſtances and ſituation, to exhi- 
| wh bit Rs leading features in every poſſible point orf 
vin. Fhe great error, indeed; into Which 
WP: > novelayiriters corfftnonty* fall, is, that they at- 
«i te to in ſtory and to the elfcumftancty 
weh rehate than” to- giving new arid juſt view] s 
of the character of the perſon they preſent 
Their gener method is to affix names tür? 
wh. © ral perfonages] whom they introduee to cher * i 
readers, whom they lead through ange ank, 
diſtrefles, or Exhibit in circumſtances of fidie lie: a Þ BY 
without Ns it in view to muſtrate IO + 
f * +” * . | 
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predominant or leading principle of the human 
heart; without making their readers MMeiit 
better acquainted with the characteriſtic featu? 
of thoſe perſons at the end of the ſtory than at 
the beginning. Hence theie are ſo few novels 
which give laſting pleaſure, or can bear to he 
peruſed oftener than once. From the ſurpriſe 
occaſioned, by the novelty or nature of the events, 
they may carry their readers once through them; 
but, as they do not illuſtrate any of the princi- 
ples of the mind, or give any intereſting views 
of character, they raiſe no deſire for a ſecond no 
uſal, and ever after lie neglected on the ſhelf. -. 
How very. different from theſe are the pea 
— 6 in place of relying upon the mere force, ©. 
of ineident, bring, the characters of their per- * 
ſonages fully before us, paint all their ſhades 
and attitudes, and by making us, as it were, 
intimately acquainted; with them, deeply engage 
our hearts in every cireumſtance which can af. 
ſect them? This happy talent of delineating all 
the delicate features and nice tims of human cha- 
racer, never fails to delight, and Lee g, 
for wan defects. It is this which rendets Ria 
ardſam ſo intereſting, in ſpite of his immęaſurabls 
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tedipuſnels ; it is this which will render. Fialding © | 


evt delightfy},..notwithſtapding the indelicats. _ 
2 eee . often e us. 
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NO 32. SATURDAY, May 15, at 


APpPINEss has been compared, =? one of 
my predeceſſors, to a Game; and he 
has preſcribed certain rules to be followed by 
the players. Theſe, indeed, are more neceſſary 
;than one might ſuppoſe at firſt fight; this game, 
like moſt others, being as often loſt by bad play 
as by ill Jack: - The circumſtances I am placed 
in, ſome of which I communicated to my read- 
ers in my introductory paper, make me often 
a. ſort of looker · on at this game; and, like 
eee I think I diſcover blunders in 
the play of my neighbours, who frequently 
Joſe the advantages their fortune 1 r 
them. . R | . 
- To chaſe the alluſion a little finer; it is 
Ae that opportunities occur of bri/{iznt 
roles or deep calculation. With moſt of us, 
the ordinary little ſtake is all that is played 
for z and he ho goes on obſerving the com- 
mon rules of the game, and keeping his temper 
| . inthe reverſes'of it, will find himſelf à gainer 
at laſt. In plainer language, '$appineſt,” with” 
bulk of men, maybe ſaid to eonſiſt in 
power of enjoying the ordinary® re of | 
I oy and in not ug 1 hurt by t KG 
CE e 8 little 
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little diſquietudes of it. There is a certain 
fineneſs of ſou], and delicacy of fentfhent, 
with which few ſituations accord, to which 
many ſeeming harmleſs ones give the greateſt 


uneaſineſs. The art defipere in lac (by * 


which I underſtand being able not only to trifle, 
upon occaſion, ourſelves, but alſo to bear the 


foolery of others), is a qualification extremely 


uſeful for ſmoothing a man's way through the 
world. 
I have been led into this train of thinking, 


by ſome circumſtances in a viſit I had lately 


the pleaſure of receiving from my friend Mr. 
Umphraville, with whom I made my readers 


"acquainted in ſome former Numbers. A parti. . 


cular piece of buſineſs occurred, which made it 
expetient for bim to come to town; and 
though he was, at firſt, extremely averſe from 


the journey, having never liked great towns, and 


now reliſning them leſs than ever, yet the re- 


monſtrances of his man of buſineſs, aided by very 
urgent requeſts from me, at length overcame 


him. He ſet out, therefore, attended by his old 
family-ſervant, John, whom I had not ales 
remember in my invitation to his maſter.. 


N At the firſt ſtage on the road,” J told i £ | 


bis maſter looked ſad, eat little, and. poke 
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in perſon, and gave his gueſt a very minute 
e of his manner of feeding his mut- 
ten, Mr. Umphraville remained a hearer only, 
and ſhewed no inclination to have him ſit 
down and partake of his own diſhes; and, 
though he deſired him, indeed, to taſte the wine, 
of which he brought in a bottle after dinner, he 
told him, at the ſame time, to let the oſtler 
| know he ſhould want his horſes as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. The landlord left the room, and told 
John, who was eating his dinner, ſomewhat 
more deliberately, in the kitchen, that his 
_ maſter ſeemed a melancholy kind of a gentle- 
man, not half ſo good-humoured as his neigh- 
hour Mr. Folly.” 
obn, who is intereſted both i in "the backe 
and honour of his maſter, endeavoured to mend 
matters in the evening, by introducing, the 
Beef: very particularly to Mr. Umphravilk ; 
and, indeed, venturing to invite, her to ſup 
Wich him. Umphraville was too ſhy, or too 
civil, to decline the lady's company, and Jobs 
; _ valugd himſelf on baving procured bim % 
cable a companion. His maſter Som- 
plaited to me, ſince he came to town, of the 


oppreſſion of this landlady's company; 3. andide-" 
clared his reſolution of 5 Ropping, at * 


"ONT . e 79 


"=" on bis way home. 
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The morning, after his arrival at my houſe, 
while we were ſitting together, talking of old 
ſtories, and old friends, with all the finer 
feelings afloat about us, John entered, with a 
look of much ſatisfaction, announcing the 
name of Mr. Bearſkin. This gentleman is a 
firſt couſin of Umphraville's, who reſides in 
town, and whom he had not ſeen theſe , ſix 
years. He was bred a mercer, but afterwards 
extended his dealings with his capital, and has 
been concerned in ſeveral great mexcantile 
tranſactions. While Umpbraville, with all his 
genius, and all his accompliſhments, was barely 
preſerving his eſtate from ruin at home, this 
man, by dint of induſtry and application, and 
partly from the want of genius and accom- 
plim ments, has amaſſed a fortune greater than 
the richeſt of his couſin's anceſtors was ever 
poſſeſſed of, He holds Unmphraville in 55 
reſpect, however, as the repreſentative of hi ? 
mother's family, from which he derives, al 
his gen ntility, his father having ſprung nobody 
Flows whence, and lived nobod knows how, 
tin he appeared behind the counter of a 0 


draper, to whoſe ſhop and buſi neſs he 5 
ceded. g Was iy 8 {194 er . 
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its My fr riend, th thoug zh he 8800 bave excuſed, ** 
» i tat this Wi, received Him with politeneſs. f 
eee to me as his near relation 5 
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on which the other, who mixes the flippant 
civilitytof his former profeſſion with ſomewhat 
of the monied confidence of his preſent one, 


made me a handſome compliment, and congra- 


tulated Mr. Umphraville on the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
a friend. He concluded, however, with a 


diſtant inſinuation of his houſe's being a more 


natural home for his cou/ when in town, 
than that of any other perſon. This led to a 
deſcription of that houſe, its rooms and its fur- 


niture, in which he made no inconſiderable eu- 


logium'on his own taſte, the. taſte of his wife, 


and the taſte of the times, Umphraville bluſhed, 
bit his lips, complained of the heat of the. room, 


changed his ſeat, in ſhort ſuffered torture all 
the way from the cellar to the garret. 

Mr. Bearſtin cloſed this deſcriptiita of /his 
houſe with an expreſſion of his and his wife's 
earneſt deſire to ſee their couſin there. Um- 


phraville declared his intention of calling to 
enquire after Mrs. Bearſetn and the young 
folks, mentioning at the ſame time, the ſhort- 
neſs of. his propoſed ſtay in town, and the hurry- 


; would neceſſarily keep him in 
he remained. But this declaration by no 


45 . 4 ſatisfied his kinſman; he inſiſted on his 
ſpending a day with them ſo warmly, that 


the other was at laſt overcome, and the third 
* after was fixed on for a * which 
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Mr. Bearſtin informed us would be the more 
agreeable to all parties, as he ſhould then have 

an opportunity of introducing us to his London 
correſpondent, a man of great fortune, who 
had juſt arrived here on a jaunt to ſee the 
country, and had promiſed him the favour of 
eating a bit of mutton with him on that day. 
I would have excuſed myſelf from being of the 
party; but not having, any more than Umphra- 
ville, a talent at refuſal, was, like him, over- 
powered by the ſolicitations of his couſin, 

The hiſtory of that dinner I may poſſibly 
give my readers hereafter, in a ſeparate paper, a 
dinner, now-a-days, being a matter of conſe- 
quence, and not to be managed in an epiſode. 
The time between was devoted by Mr. Umphra- 
ville to buſmeſs, in which he was pleaſed com- 
monly to aſk my advice, and to communicate 
his opinions. The laſt J found generally un- 
favourable both of men and things; my friend 

carries the ** priſca fidesꝰ too much about with 
him to be perfectly pleaſed in his dealings with 
people of buſineſs. When we returned nome ; 
in the evening, he ſeemed to feel a relief in buy. 
ing got out of the reach of the world, and mi- 
tered expreſſions, not to mention the inflections 
of his countenance, which, if fairly ſet don 
on paper, would almoſt amount to calliag his 
male Jew, his - not 2 gentleman, and 
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his agent a pettifogger. He was, however, very 
ready to clap up a truce with his ideas when in 


company with theſe ſeveral perſonages; and 
though he thought he ſaw them taking advan- 
tages, of which I am-perſuaded they were per- 


fectly innocent, he was contented to turn his 
face another way, and paſs on. A man of Un- 


pbraville's diſpoſition is willing to ſuffer all the 
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N. 33. Tuzpar, Mey 18, 1779. 


MONG the many advantages ariſing from 
cultivated ſentiment, one of the firſt and 

moſt truly valuable, is that delicate compla- 

cency of mind which leads us to conſult the 

feelings of thoſe with whom we live, by ſhow- 

ing a diſpoſition to gratify them as far as in our 

power, and by avoiding whatever has a Contrary 
tendency. 

They muſt, indeed, have attended little to 
what paſſes in the world, 'who do not know the 
importance of this diſpoſition ; who have not 
obſerved, Mat the want of it often poiſons. the 

domeſtic happineſs of families, whoſe felici 
. every other circumſtance concurs to promote. 5 

Among the letters lately received from my 

Correſpondents, are two, which, as they afford 

a lively picture of the bad conſequences reſult- 
ing from the neglect of this 5 Iſhlf | 
here lay before my readers. The firſt is fem 
Ane, who h as folll⸗ 54 pet Oo 


- 
- 


— — 


2245 THE MIRROR Mg. 


/ 


- 


To the AurRox of the Minox. 


1 
— 


— — 
— — 
5 = — — — = 
ͤ—ñ U—8 — %⅛ - 8 _ 
- - — ——— — — = 
— 2 * 
9 


ein, 


TY father was a nerchine of ie emi. 

nence, who gave me à good education, 
and a fortune of ſeveral © thouſand pounds, 
With theſe advantages, a tolerable perſon, 
and I think not an unamiable temper, I was 
not long arrived at womanhood before I found 
© myſelf poſſeſſed of many admirers. Among 
others was Mr, Gola, a gentleman of a very 
_ reſpectable character, who had ſome connections 
in trade with my father; to bim, begs a young 
* man of a good Hure, and of very open and 


5 5 
2 — ————— —f 
— 


and we were accordingly married with the uni- 

5 1 verſal approbation of my friends. 
* We have now lived together above three 
. and I have brought him two boys and 
2 ir, all Yery fine children, I go little 


to all my | huſband's friends, and ſtudy in 
5 4 Gold's reputation” and ſucces in dul neſs 


and "attentive bub; 


* 
A 4 
— 


iging manners, I ſoon gave the preference, 


nothing ſo much as the co. | 
ly, am as obliging as poſſible 


* ® "vey particular to be a kind nd dutiful wife. 
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ticular in his temper, and ſo often out of hu- 
mour about trifles, that, in ſpite of all thoſe 
comfortable circumſtances, I am perfectly un- 
happy. 

At one time he finds fault with the 28 
at table; at anotber, with the choice of my 
maid-ſervants; ſometimes he is diſpleaſed with 

the trimming of my gown, ſometimes with the 

ſhape of my cloak, or the figure of my head- 
dreſs ; and, ſhould I chance to give an opinion 
on any ſubject which is not perfectly to his 
mind, he probably looks out of humour at the 
time, and he is ſure to chide me about it when 
we are by ourſelves, + 

It is of no conſequence i I have been 
right or\ Tong in any of thoſe particulars, "If + _. 
I ſay a word in defence of my choice or chi- 
nion, it is ſure to make matters worſe, and I' -*- 
am only called a fool for my pains; or, 1 
expreſs my wonder that he ſhould give himſelf _ 

uneaſineſs about ſuch trifles, he anſwers, ſul- 

#1 lenly, that, to be ſure, eyery thing is. a, erfle in 

py "which I chooſe to diſohii e him. 

It was but the other day, as we e 

going out to dine at a fflend's houſe, he told _—- 
moe my goton Was extremely ugly. I anſwered, * * 

& Fo his obſervation ſurpriſed me, for it was garnet, 4 


X 
Pr, r 


| _*; andLhadetaken it off on hearing him fa he q 
| 4. * * 

5 £& 8 1 never choſe one 'of that colour. *] 
8; 6 FM 2 * 2 | , Bs 1 
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| pon chis he got into a pan, ſaid it was very 
| odd I ſhould charge my bad taſte upon him; he 
4 | had never made any ſuch + obſcrvution;ilifbrrihe 

= . colour was his averſion. The diſpute at laſt 
1 grew ſo warm, that I threuw myſelf down on a 
ſettee, unable to continue it, white he flung dut 
of the room, ordered away the coach from the 
door, and wrote an apology this friend for our 
not waiting upon hin 
We dined in our different apartments : : and 
_ 0p a gh, I believe, we! were equally ſorry for 
What had paſſed, and Mr. Gold, when we met 


- at ſupper, aſked my pagdon for having contra- 

dicted meſo — not ſat half 

| A2n hour together, when he told me, hat, aſter 

a, 1 wis certain) Wiftaken,” in fayſhg he had 

roekommiended a garnet colour" and; When I ver 
> .._coally "fitted him I Was not; he renewed the 

Aue lch as much keenneſs as ever. We | 
_"Parted i in the ſame bad humour we kad döne be- 4 
2 ER >» forg dinner, and I have 9 10 A * | 
7 3 from him ſince. „ 
K os a word Mr. g. * 5 
GY 5 mi but his; and, unleſs I can. foe with bis ig 1 
5 * eyes; hear with bis euts, and taſte with his, Plate "_ 4 
a #7 + (nonezer whieh”Þ can very. caſily bing - . f 
Wo to dog ae y mut Ex all of them ate me- PE 
wohn particulat), I ſes no proſpect a oun ſitua- 
en changes for he better; a 
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our, preſent one doubly. provoking is, that, but 
fon this {unfortunate weakneſs, Mr. Gold, who 
is, in ther reſpects, a very worthy man, would 
make one of the beſt of huſbands 
Pray tell me, Sir, what! I ſhould, do in this 
ſituation, ot take your own. way. of letting mx 
huſband, ſeg his weakneG, the reformation of 
which would ene of all, earthly bleſſ- 
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Some years ago, I mas ed the daughter of a 
reſpectable. citizen, who brought a comfortable 

addition to my fortune ; and, as ſhe had been 
virtuouſſy ucated, and ſeemed cheerful and 
Sood- -tempered, as I was myſelf ns 
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'4 * domeſtie turn, and reſolved to make good huſ- 
| danch 1 thought we bade fair for b cl g Happy in 
+ each other. 4 \ Þ 9 


But, though I muſt 'S1 my ou 0 "the juſtice 
- ſay, ihat ſhe is diſcreet and'prudent, atten- 
5 J the affairs of her family, a Careful and 

3 . — mother to her children, and, in many re- 
ſpects, an affectionate nd dutiful 7 ; yet one 
WW toible in her tewper dekroys the Effect of all 
bdioebſe good qualities. She is ſo much attached 

3 5 to ber Gn opinions in every trifle, ii impatient 
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to diſpate mine, that, if 1 difapprove of 'her. 
ate or fet in any one particular, or 


6 oh apiece ſentiments, it is the certain ſource of a 
| — quarrel ; and, while we perfectly agree a$ to 
'* OY, ou general plan of life, and every eſſential off 
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 fangyy- that I muſt eat, dreſs, think, and Tpea 
- preciſely as {he would have me, while the avi 


ont” 


Ap 


125 7 not ascommodate herſelf to me in the woft 


of _contradiftion in them, and withal ſo ready -- 


ſeem diflatisfied when ſhe» diſapproves of my. 


e of. our domeſtic ccohomy, this filly | 


> Mifling'of theſe particulars, gives me eignet, 4 
* e unealigels ;, * with, nes, rything Eoould” 
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gw” 3 a genteel income, a good reputation, pro- 

. -mifivg children, and a virtuous wife, whom I 
ſincerely efteem, I have the mortification to 
find myſelf abſolutely unhappy... 5 

RE am ſure. this foible of my poor wife's will 
appear tat you, Mr, Mirror, in its proper 
light; * ir making it appear ſo to her, may 

Fans of alleviating our mutual diftreſs ; | 

for, to tell you the truth, I believe ſhe is almoſt 4 4 4 

as great @ ſufferer as I am. I hope you, will K 

. gratify me in this deſire ; by doing fo you may 
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"Dn. comparing, theſe two lettets it is eise 
IC that, from the want of that complacency _. 

7 mentioned in the beginning of. this paper, the 5 1 

BE» very ſenſibility of temper, and ſtrengeh af. 

2 2 ſecklon, which, under its influence, would have 

_ wade this” good. couple happy, has had: a quite ui 58 
> fo - - contrary” ect. The ſource of the diſquiet 
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7 that reſpect for the tate, feelings, and opis 6 
#0 Mons of each other, w hich 755 nſtitu "1% q h 
17 1 have KAT 6h ove, and hy 


| bf; - ſe far from being ,ingonliſtent, with TH 
4 * deſire of reforming each ther in theſe partieu . 
lags, is the, moſt probable means) of accompliſh 

6 Wb its 115 wo 6:97 Stet: ee Tun (HER 
Nor is the caſe of Mr. and, Mars, Gold ſingu- 
lar in. this reſpect. By much the greateſt. * 
"IM 2 doweltie quarrels originate from the want 
of this plianey of diſpoſition, which eule 
ſeem, very abſungty, to ſuppoſe may; be dil- 
Kr penſed with in trifles. I have k. 
A who; would have parted; with. half 
. * to ſeryg friend, te. whom he would not 
bapye pielded a hairs breadth in an argument. 
Bat dhe leſſer yirtues muſt, be attended to as 
well 2 the greater ; the manners as well as the 
duties of lifp. T hey, form a ſort, of Packet Coin, 
which, though it does not entet into, great and 
important tranſaRions, ., is abſolutely neceſſary 
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eo nce with a promiſe 1 made my ; * 
1 readers at the cloſe” of- lat Saturdays pa- 
per (at ſeaſt it was that ſort of promiſe which 
aà man keeps when the thing ſuits his inclinas 
tion), I proceed to give them un account of 
that dinner to" which my friend Mr. Umphraville 
and I were invited by his couſin MF; Brarſein. 
On aut way to the houſe, I pertiived cer- 
tain ſymptoms of diſſatisfaction, which 77 . 
friend could not help bringing forth, though” | 
he durſt not impute them to the rig t cauſe, + 
as J have heard of men beating their wives at _ 
bome, to revenge themſelves for the croſſes” . -; 2 
they have met with abroad. He complained 17 1 
the moiſtneſs of the weather, and the dittineſfs 
of the ſtreet; was quite fatigued With be. 
length of the way (Mr. Bearſtin's houſe wen 4 
faſhionably eccentric), and almoſt cürſed SS 2 
taylor for the ' tightneſs of a ſuſt of clothes, 
which he had beſpoke on his arrival in — 
and had now put on for the firſt time, His 
gebagrin, I believe, was increaſ@by his Wor. 
f juſt Tearhed: FAN his lawyer, thatthe/buſi- = 


2 


Ab © wif 


5 bels he came 0 town about, Sud got be 
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1 THE MIRROR. Neg. 
When we entered Mr. Bearſtin's drawing-. 


ED Toom, we found his wife ſitting with her 
three daughters ready to receive us. It Was 
gf eaſy to ſee, by thg, air of the lady, that . ; 
was perfectly miſtrgls,,of the houſe, and that 
£3: her huſband was only a ſecondary perſon 
2 Sathere. He ſeemed, however, contented, with 
his ſituation, and an admirers of his. wife; a 
ſort of lap · dog huſband (of whom have ſeen 
many), who looks Deck, runs about briſkly, 
and, though he now and the gets a kick from 
his miſtreſs, -; esd to play oyer. bis tricks 
" gangs SAL 
e * Mp Reor ſein, after many 8 i 
bappineſd in ſeeing his couſin in his new houſe, 
propoſed walking us down ſtairs again, to 
begin ſhowing it from the ground ſtory up- 
2 . wards. Uppbraville, though, I ſaw him ſweat- 
; ing at ih idea, was ready to follow, his con- 
Aductor, When we were ſaved by the interpoſi- 
I a tion of the lady, who uttered a < Pha! Mr. 
5 Heunſtin, with ſe ſignificant a look, that her 
Huſband. inſtantly dropped his deſign, ſaying, 
£ PE to be ſure there Was not much worth 
1 . <c, ſeeing, though he could bee. wilbed o 
5 - have hown his couſin his bee 
a . thought 1 Was tolerably clever,®. BD 1 thought, 
- Papa, leid the eldeſt of 1 7 fig, * it 
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5 « altogether;“ replied her father: “ I] have. 

4 not been able to get up my heads, as Pope* 

0 has loſt an ear, and Homer the left ſide of * 

„ his beard, by the cateleſſneſs of a packer; 

'« and I want about three feet and a half of for 

<« lios for my loweſt ſheif.”—* I don't care if 

ce there was not a folio in the world,” rejoined 

Miſs. hid!“ ſaid her mother, in a tone 

of rebuke Miss bridled up, and was filent;z— 

I ſmiled 3—Unmphraville walked to the —_— 
and wiped his forehead. 

Bearſkin now pulled out his watch, d 
ing the hour, ſaid, he wondered his friend Mr 
Blubber was not come, as the Was generally 
punctual to a minute. While be ſpoke,” a 
loud rap at the door announced the expected 
company; and preſently Mr. Blubber, his wife, 
a ſon, and two daughters, entered the room. 

The firſt had on an old-faſhioned: pompadour 5 4 

coat, with gold buttons, and very voluminous 
lee ves, his head adorned by a large major wig, 
with curls as white and as ſtiff as if they bag "= 
been caſt in plafter of Paris; but the ſemales, 
and heir of the family, were drefled in the owl, 
| bejgh of the mode. Bearſkin introduced the 
old gentleniagy to his couſin Mr. Unphraville : 
* M. Haller, Sir, a very particular , 
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& worth; a farthing. Blubber ſaid, he feared. 
they Had kept us waiting; but that his wife and 
daughters had got under the hands of the halen 


dreſſer, and he verily thought would never have 


* done with him. The ladies were too buſy 
do reply to this accufation ; they had got into 
a bommittee of enquiry on Mr. Edward Blub- 
ber's waiſtcoaty Which had been tamboured, it 


ſeems, by his fiſters, and was univerſally de- 


clared to be monſtrou hundſome. Fbe young man 
himſelf ſeemed; to be highly delighted with the 


reflection of itim A mfrror that ſtood oppofite to 


him. Isn't it y pretty, Sir ?“ ſaid one of 
the young ladies d Unphravilles Ma'am!“ 


ſald he, ſtarting from a reverie, in which I ſaw; 


© by his countenance, he was meditating on the 
ung (gentleman and bis waiſtcont in no very 


Kg : FFvourable manner. I read her countenance- 
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2 4 Dinner ende uns gunercd, vun 1 com- 
+ 6 alter lende ceremonial, got into their 
Apis at table, in the centre of "which Neo 
ed, a8 OS. 
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from a? plantation in one of the NH- India, © 
iſlands, in Which be had a eoncern- The 
epargie itfelf now produced another diſſerta- 
tion from” the ladies, and, like the waiſteoat, 
was alſo pronounced monſtrous handſome. * Blub- * 
Ber, taking his eye half off a plate of ſalmon, to 
which he had juſt been helped, obſerved, that 
it would come to a handſome price too - 
6« Bixty ounces, Ie warrant it,“ ſaid hey” 
„„ but as the plate tax is now repealed, it will 

* coſt but the intereſt a- keeping.“ La,; 

« Papat*?-faid Miſs Blub ben t yu are 9 
thinking of the money dings coſt ! — 
6 Ves,“ added her brother, “ Table, intereſt | 
are an excellent accompaniment for a def< 
©« fare.” At chis ſpeech all enten * 
ed very loud. Blubber ſaid, he Was an impu- 
dent dog; but ſeemed to reliſh his, ſon's wit FY 


* 


notwitbſtanding. Umphramile looked ſternly at 1 FG: 
* 


him; and, had not a glance at his auaifuat ſet 
him lows as ſometbing beneath, a man's anger, 


I don't; know what conſequences,:might” have 
followed. During. the, reſt. of the entertain - 


meat, "Ii$0uld; ſce the fmet of fool and, ox "Rp 
comb,.on erz, morſel that Umphravilly, ſwak-. * 
| lowed, . thoightghrs. B. anſtin, nent whom % 
2 mas at . 5 wt . 
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| When dinner was over, Mr. Blubber men- 
* tioned: his deſign of making a tour through the 

'S «Highlands, to viſit * Taymouth, and 
Dunbeld; and applying to our landlord for ſome 
"IM ” deſcription of theſe places, was by him referred 
to Mr. Umphravulle and me. Mr. Umphraville 
. not in a communicative mood; ſo I was 
obliged to aſſure Mr. Blubber, who talked with 

4 much uncertainty and apprehenſion of theſe 


meat for himſelf, and corn for his horſes, at the 

ſeveral places aboye mentibned ; that he had 

no dangerous ſeas to croſs in getting at them; 

And that there were no highwaymen upon the 
toad. 8 | 

< After this there was a conſiderable interval 

55 ſilence, and we were in danger of getting 


© when Mr. Bearſtin, informing the company 
1 2 that his couſin was a great lover of muſic, 


with which, after ſome of the uſual apologies, 
de complied; and, in compliment to Mr. 


{A ſong; of Sacchini' ss i in whichhens vas ſcarce 


"NE | Blibber ſaid in her uſual phra eology,.. that it 
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matters, that he would find beds and bed-clothes, 


once more upon Mr. Edward's 2. waiſtcoat, 
Pa 5 called on his daughter, Miſs Polly, for a ſong, 
25 e ah taſte, ho the was ſure muſt 


ke 1 talien muſic, ſhe fu ng, or ,zather Jqualled, 


o end. "Miſs. 


it was divinel) ſung. Umphraville gulped 
down a falſehood with a very bad grace, and 
ſaid, Miſs would be a good ſinger with a little 
more practice,—A compliment which was not 
more diſtant from truth on one fide, than from 
Miſs's expectations on the other, and I could 
plainly perceive, did not ſet him forward in the 
favour of the family. 

C My father is a judge of ſinging too,” ſaid 
Mr. Edward Blubber ; “ what is your opinion 
« of the ſong, Sir?“ “ My opinion is,” ſaid 
he, © that your {talianos always ſet me aſleepz 
„ Engliſh ears ſhould have Engliſh ſongs, I 
„e think.” — “ Then, ſuppoſe one of the la- 
« dies ſhould give us an Engliſh ſong,“ ſaid I. 
« *Tis a good motion,” ſaid Mr. Bearſtin, 1 

I ſecond it; Miſs Betſy Blubber ſings an ex-' : © 
« cellent Engliſh ſong.” — Miſs Betſy denied 
ſtoutly that ſhe ever ſung at all; but evidence 2 
being produced againſt ber, ſhe, at laſt, aid rod 
ſhe would try if ſhe could make. out. + <. The Wn 

, Maid's Choice.” © Ay, ay, Buh, ſaid. . 

her father, © a very good ſongs, 3 have heard 
y it od 
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e 1 3 but bad, 1 5 
* Leare not fo foftune—Uab ! — man to my mind. 


Miſs Bay Nen 1g accordingly, nd) | f 


2 *. . make up of | want voice, accompanied: * . 
3 it with a great deal of aftion. Either from ed Bu, 1 
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from a fly application to his ſtate as an d ba- 
chelor, ſhe choſe to perſonify the maid's choice 
in the figure of Umphraville, and pointed the 
deſcription of the ſong particularly at him. 
Umphraville, with all his dignity, his abilities, 
and his knowledge, felt himſelf uneaſy and 
ridiculous under this ſilly alluſion of a ballad 1 
he bluſhed, attempted to laugh, bluſhed again; 
and ſtill looked, with that awkward import- 
unge which only the more attracted the ri- 
dicule of the fools, around him. Not long 
Fer the ladies retired; and no perſuaſion of his 

_ eouſin could induce him to ſtay the evening, 

or even to enter the drawing - room where ed 
wee aſſembled at te. 
rn Heayen.!!; ſaid Unphraville — 
1 © G die dar was ſhut, and ve bad get fair into 


ide cet. & Amen] U replied, ſmiling, % for 
| MO e gur good dinner and excellent wine 3 5— W 3 Ws 
How the devil, Charles,“ ſaid hey. dg ou 
3 "*-contrive- to bear all this nonſenſe ß s 
{ bes . . a eee you. do?“ -“ Why, 1 have: . 1 


& told you, my friend, that our Soy 3 

| <<. a, plan ted up only for the reg 

| < 8 « wiſe 2 — Bibers and Bearſtixi are 

2 2 necgſſar parts of, the. ſyſte 5 8 
5 the enjoyments che ate capahß ei 

& ang.1 am nat ſure Af he who fiers From. his 
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IN en 5 22! 
VIEL 1 arrived at the age of twenty 1 * 
time was divided between my books, 
an the ſociety” of à few friends;'' whom a 


ſimilarity of rv and diſpoſitions recom- 1 


mended to me. About that period, finding 
that the habits of reſerve and retitement# had 
acquired à power over me, which my fits © 
tion, as heir to a conſiderable fortune, would 
render inconvenient, I was prevailed upon, 
partly by a ſenſe of this, partly by the in r 
tunity of my relations, to make an effort, fon 


2 4 acquiring. a more general acquaintance, and“ 


ien able deportment. As I Was conſcious 
of- an (iffelination to oblige, and a quick ſenfe 
of propffety, two" qualities which 1 elteethied” | 


5 the gan of good- breeding; as my wit was 
tolefably ready, and my figure not difadvin-" * 


antun den to NE oor L entertained eme 
hopes of ſucceſs. . Vs 1 n "Any: 2 73 


I Was, however, unſucceſtful. Th no- 7K 


velty of the ſeenes in which 1 found myſelt 
4 engaged, the" multiplicity of obſervances and 
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always regarded as below my notice, embar- 
raſſed Sd confounded me. The feelings to 
which 1 had ruſted for my direction, ſerved 
only to make me awkward, and fearful of of- 
fending. My obſequious ſervices in the draw- 
ing- room paſſed unrewarded; and my obſer- 
vations, when I ventured to mingle, either in 
the chat of the women, or the politics of the 
men, being delivered with timidity and heſi- 
tation, were overlooked or neglected. Some 
of the more elderly and diſcreet. among the 
former ſeemed. to pity me; and I could not 
help remarking, that they often, as if they 
had meant the hint for me, talked of the ad- 
- vantage to be derived. from the peruſal of 
Lord Chefterfield's. Letters. To this author, 
then, as ſoon as I learned his ſubject, I had 
"recourſe, as to a guide that would point out 
my way, and ſupport me in my journey. But, 
how much was 1 aſtoni ſhed, When, through 
Sh we of wit, ridicule, elegant expreſſion, and 
lively illuſtration, I diſcerned à ſtudied ſyſtem 
of frivolity, meanneſs, flattery, and diſſimula- 
. en, inculcated as the ſureſt and gt ele 
road to eminence and popularit Fe" 


8 5 2 5 Young as I am, Mr. Mines” * heedleſs 


as I may conſequently be ſuppoſed, I cannot 
7 eh that this. work. is a code proper for being 


% us peg oy to us as the e 1 . 
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The talents inſiſted on with peculiar emphaſis, 
the accompliſhments moſt earneſtly recom- 
mended, are ſuch as, in our days, if they 
ought to be treated of at all, ſhould be men- 
tioned only to put us on our guard againſt 
them. If riches naturally tend to render trifles 
of importance; if they direct our attention 
too much toward exterior accompliſhments; if 
they propagate the courtly and complying ſpirit 
too extenſively at any rate, we certainly, in 
this country, ſo wealthy and luxurious, have 
no need of exhortations to cultivate or acquire 
thoſe qualifications. The habits that may ar- 


reſt for a little time the progreſs: of this cor- 


ruption, ought now to be inſiſted on, Inde- 


pendence, fortitude, ſtubborn, integrity, and pride. 
that diſdains the ſhadow of ſervility ; theſe are 


the virtues which a tutor ſhould inculcate, theſe 
the bleſſings which a fond father ſhould der 
cate from Heaven for his offspring. 

It is, throughout, the error of his Lardſhip's 
ſyſtem, to conſider talents and accompliſhments 
according. to the uſe that may be made of them, 
rather than their intrinſic worth. In this ca- 


techiſm, af playſe \ is rectitude, and ſucceſs: is . 
rality. Phat, in our days, a perſon. may riſe 
{5 Emitienes; by trivial accompliſhments and! 
become popular by flattery and#diflimulation, 
8 wah, eee true. But from this it 
N | > Is 1 . 
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ſurely does nat follow, that theſe are the means 


which an honourable character ſhould employ. 
There is a dignity in the mind which cultivates 


| þ oe arts alone that are valuable, which courts 


characters alone that are worthy, which 
difdaihs to conceal its own ſentiments, or mi- 
niſter to the foibles of others; ; there is, I ſay, a 
conſcious ee ſatisfaction in theſe feel- 
ings, which | neither. applauſe,” nor power, nor 


popularity, without tþ them, can ever beſtow. | 
Many of his. Lordſhip's diſtinctions are too 


nice for my faculties. I cannot, for my part, 


diſcern the difference between feigned con- 
fidence and inſincerity; between the conduct 
that conveys che approbation of a ſentiment, 


or the flattery of a foible, and the words that 


deelare it. I ſhould think the man whoſe 


; 7 countenance Was open, and his thaughts'Con- 


dealed, a hypocxite; I ſhould term him wh 
could treat his friends as - if they were at the 
ſame time to be his enemies, a monſter of i in⸗ 
gt tude and duplicity, It is dangerous 40 
trie N 4 pc DE: the; re Ryu” mw 


every #4 — e our webe tion 
for it. is diminiſhed, Its chief ſafeguard is 2 


Ee: ſenſibility, that flartles at the colour or Si 


ny" of * War com, 6 has bean.” * 
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inſulted, ean any other be oppoſed #t which Con « 
ſcience" willariſe and proclaim, Thus far, and 
no further, ſhalt thou advance: 

The love of general applauſe, recommended 
by his Lordſhip, as the great principle of con- # 
duct, is a' folly and a weakneſs, He that di- + 
res himſelf by this compaſs cannot hope to 
ſteer ' through life with ſtcadine(s and conſiſt- 
ency. He muſt ſurrender his own character, F 
and aſſume the hue of every company be enters, N 
To court the approbation ef any one, is, in a 
tacit manner, to do homage to his judgment or 
his feelings. He that extends his courtſhip of | 
it beyond the praiſe-worthy, violates the exclu- ” 
live. privilege * N _ N a it = un- 
wanthy n jt 

On the other 1 Wet 1 am by no means 
a friend to raſn and unguarded cenſure, yet 4 
cannot help conſidering the conduct of him wy 
will gcenſure nothing, who will ſpeak his ſen- 

timents of no character with freedom, who pal- 9 
liateg every error, and apologizes for every... 5 
failing, as more nearly allied to mranneſs, ti- 
midity,..atid a times ſerving temper, than it N 
cande Vor favourable to 1 9 | 
cauſi ab Srithuntn" ne nth 72 e 7 8 9 
Nor ee ele enk u Lord. = 
ſhip's ſyſtem will be attended with general ſuc= . 
colds? * be real e is the h one that 
3 "$7, * 88 : all = 


1 
f 


FRY 
- >, , 
r k » 


TT. 
2 


. — 
252 ———ů— K ů ro —̃ oo 
p _— £ . 


5 ; p 


, vo eget 


— —— > — 
— — — 1 
2333 — 


22 
3 
A 


— — — — 


* 
— —— 
- 


— ——— -— 
- — 


— —— 


” 2 
* 


„ THE MIRROR. No 35. 


can be maintained at all times, and in all diſ- 
Ne Profeſſions of friendſhip and regard 
fill lead to expectations of ſervice that cannot 
ba anſwered, The ſentiments delivered in one. 
_ *campany, the manners aſſumed upon one oc- 
."Eaſion, will be remembered, and contraſted 


. . with thoſe that are preſented on another. Suſ- 


picion, once awakened, will penetrate the dark- 
elt cloud which art can throw around a perſon 
in the common /intercourſe of life. mr 
Let us confidery too, were this ſyſtem gene- 
rally adopted, what a dull inſipid ſcene muſt 
ciety become] No diſtinction, uo natural 
Eexpreſſion of character ; no confidence of pro- 
feſſions of any kind.; no aſfurance of ſincerity; 
no ſecret ſympathy, nor delightful correſpond- 
ence of feeling. All the ſallies of wit, all the 
graces of polieèe manners, would but ill ſupply 
the want of theſe pleaſures, the pureſt and molt 
elegant er n af . 
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ing thought intitled to complain. I mean that 
of never contradicting one at all, 

I have come lately from my father's in the 
country, where I Was reckoned a girl of tele- 
rable parts, to reſide for ſome time at my àunt's 
in town. Here is a viſitor, Mr. Dapperibit, 
a *good-looking young man, with white teeth, 
a fine complexion, his cheeks dimpled, and 


rather a little full and large at bottom; in 


ſhort, the civileſt, moſt complying ſort of face 
you can imagine. As I have often taken no- 


down bis diſcourſe the other evening at tea. 
The converſation began about the cweather, my 
, auft obſerving, that the ſeaſons were won- 
derfully altered in her memory. Certainly, ' 
e my lady,” ſaid Mr. Dappertwit, atnaz- . 
* «ingly altered indeed,” 46: Now I have 
„heard my father ſay (ſaid 1), that is a vul- 
, gar error; for that it appears from regiſters 
«© kept for the purpoſe, that the ſtate of the 
« weather, though it may be different in cer- * 
. tain ſeaſons,” months, or weeks, preſerves 8 
'# wohderful equilibrium in general. Why, i 
ee to be ſure, Miſs, I believe, in general, as 
"4s you ſay —but, talking of the weather, 1 f 
bope your Ladyſhip caught no cold at tbe 


= 1 in 8 —*Not in the leaſt, 
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4 4 % Nö were well Sociale; I 

e Lady be Very well, indeed; I 

. laughed „ e great deal 

in e eee, ae pay 

, there is do e "of Jew; Be in them. 

” OR 5 Your ladyſip's-eriticiſm: is extremely Jults 
eder body mea be. firuck with it.“ . 
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ag ne der ddiver my opini 
. | Ma'amy before in ables Judge; fill I am: 1 
informed 11 Wink it the moſt 
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ic owned—" © Yes, Sir, and unity, and pro- 
cc priety, and a thouſand other things; but, if 


« my couſin will be kind enough to fetch the 
« poem from her drefling-room, we will be 


ce judged by you, Mr, Dapperwit.”—<« Pardon 


6c me, ladies, you would not have me be ſo rude. | 


4. Who ſhall decide when doctors diſagree ?” 


in the world. 


If all this, Sir, proceed from ſillineſs, we 
muſt pity the man, and there's an end on't; if 


And, with that, he made one of the fineſt bows 


it ariſe from an idea of ſillineſs in us, let ſuch 


: gentlemen as Mr. Dapperwit know, that they 
are very much miſtaken, But if it be the effect 
of pure civility.— pray inform them, Mr. Mia- 


non, that it is the moſt provoking piece of rude- 


neſs they can poſſibly commit. | a 
Yours, &c. Ip 
* BRIDGET NETTLEWIT, 
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Oran =P a 8 e to elevate . 
= and affect the heart than the reflection 
+  - upon/ hoſe perſonages who have performed a 
4iſtinguiſhed part on the theatre of life, whoſe 
actions Here attended with important conſe- 
quences to the world around them, or whoſe 
writings have animated or inſtructed mankind. 
The thought that they are now no more, that 
their aſhes are mingled with thoſe of the mean- 
oY: eft and moſt worthleſs, affords a ſubject of con- 
8 templation, which, however melancholy, the 
mind, in a moment of penſiveneſs, may feel a 
_ ſecret ſort of delight to indulge. « Tell hr,” 
Di ſays Hamlet, „that ſhe may paint an inch 
Eo... 1 yet to this ſhe muſt come at laſt.. 
When Terres, at the head of his numerous 
2 ; ak ſaw all his troops ranged in order before 
5 dim. 1 burſt into tears at the thought, that, in 
1 a ſhort time, they would be ſweeped from the 
1 face of the earth, and be removed to give place 
do thoſe who would fill other armies, wy rank 

$7 under 12 85 generals. * ö 
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Something of what Xzrxes felt, from the con- 
ſideration that thoſe who then were, ſhould ceaſe 
to be, it is equally. natural to feel from the re- 
flection, that all who have formerly lived have 
. _ ceaſed to live, and that nothing more remains than 
the memory of a very few who have left ſome 
memorial which keeps alive their names, and the 
fame with which thoſe names are accompanied. 


But ſerious as this reflection may be, it is 
not ſo deep as the thought, that even of thoſe 
perſons who were poſſeſſed of talents for diſtin 
guiſhing themſelves in the world, for having 
their memories handed down from age to age, 
much the greater part, it is likely, from hard 
neceſſity, or by ſome of the various fatal acci- 
dents of life, have boon exludgd from the poſſi - 
bility of exerting themſelves, or of being uſe- 
ful either to thoſe who lived in the ſame age, 
or to poſterity. Poverty in many, and © diſ- 
8 altrous chance“ in others, have “ chill'd the 
42 Fenial current of the ſoul,” and numbers have 
been cut off by premature death in the midſt of 
project and ambition, How many have there 
been in the ages that are paſt, how many may 
exiſt at this very moment, who, with all . 
5 talents fitted to ſhine in the world, to guide or 
to ihſtruct it, may, by ſome ſecret misfortune, 
Have had their minds depreſſed, ot the fire of 
heir _ ene A * 
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have been led into theſe reſlections from the 
| peruſal of a ſmall volume of poems which hap- 
pens now to lie before me, which, though poſ- 
ſeſſetl of very Conſiderable merit, and compoſed 
In this country, are, I believe, very little 
known. In a well-written preface the reader 
is told, That moſt of them are the production ; 
of Michael Bruce: That this Michael Bruce was | 
born in a remote village in Kinroſ5-fire, and 
deſcended from parents remarkable for nothin 
but the innocence and ſimplicity of their lives: 
T hat in the twenty-firſt year of his age, be was 
' ſeized with a conſumption, which put an end to 
toy He 
Nothing, methinks, has more the power of 
| awakening benevolence, than the conſideration 
of genius, thus depreſſed by- ſituation, ſuffered 
to pine in obſcurity, and ſometimes, as in the 
caſe of this unfortunate young man, to periſh, it 
may be, for want of thoſe comforts and conve- 
niencies which might have foſtered a delicacy 
"of frame or of mind, ill calculated to bear the + 
hardſhips which poverty lays on both. For my 
own part, I never paſs the place (a little ham- 
let, ſkirted with a circle of old aſh trees, about. 
three miles on this ſide of Kinroſs) where Mi- 
chael Bruce reſided : I never look on his dwell- 
ing, —a ſmall thatched houſe, diſtinguiſhed from 
| 2" cottages of the other inhabitants only by a 
| Aab 


n 
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faſbed window at the end, inſtead of à lattice 


fringed with a honey/uckle plant, which the poor 


youth had trained around it; — I never find my- 
ſelf in that ſpot, but I ſtop my horſe involuntarily; 
and looking on the window, which the honeys 
ſuckle has now almoſt coyered, in the dream of 


the moment, I picture out a figure for the gentle 


tenant of the manſion; I wiſh, and my heart 


| ſwells while I do ſo, that he were alive, and that 


I were a great man, to have the luxury of viſit- 


ing him there, and bidding him be happy. 1 


cannot carry my readers thither; but, that they 
may ſhare ſome of my feelings, I will preſent 
them with an extract from the laſt poem in the 
little volume before me, which, from its ſubject, 


and the manner in which it is written, cannot 
fail of touching the heart of every one wha. 


reads it. 


A young man of genius, in a deep conſump- 
tion, at the age of twenty-one, feeling himſelf 
every moment going faſter to decline, is an ob- 


ject ſufficiently intereſting; but how much muſt 
every feeling on the occaſion be heightened, 
when we know that this perſon poſſeſſed ſo 


much dignity and compoſure, of mind, as not 


only. to contemplate his ppc IE fate, bug: 
even to write a poem on the ſubject! FH 


In the French language there is a 3 
mired poem of the Abbe de Cbaulieu, written, in 


» | 
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expectation of his own death, to the 1 
d la Farre, lamenting. bis approaching ſepara- 
tion from his friend. Michael Bruce, who, it is 
probable, never heard of the Abbé de Cbaulieu, 
has alſo written a poem on his own, approaching 
death; with the latter part of which I ſhall con- 
clude this paper. =p 532} dc 


Now ſpring returns; but not to me returns 
The vernal joy my better years have known : 
Dim in my breaſt life's dying taper burns, 
And all the joys of life with health are flown, 


"OG and ſhiv'ring in th? unconſtant wind, 
Mleagre and pale, the ghoſt of what I was, 
2 Beneath ſome blaſted tree I lie reclin' d. 

And count thecilent moments as they paſs : 


4 The winged moments, whoſe unſtaying ſpeed 
Mo art can ſtop, gr in their courſe arreſt ; 
= © Whoſe flight ſhall ſhortly count me with the dead, 
| And lay me down in peace with them that reſt. 


"Ok morning dreams preſage approaching fate; 
And morning dreams, as poets tell, are true. 
Led by pale ghoſts, I enter death's dark gate, 
And bid the realms of light and life adieu. 


I bear the helpleſs wail, the ſhriek of woe; 
** 2 I fee the muddy wave, the dreary ſhore, _ 
The: fuggiſh ſtreams that vs creep below, 
"Which mortals viſit, and rot n no more. 
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Farewell, ye blooming fields! ye cheerful plains! | 
Enough for me the church- yard's lonely mound, 


Where Melancholy with ſtill Silence reigns, 


And the rank graſs waves o'er the cheerleſs ® 
ground. 


There let me wander at the cloſe of eve, | 
When ſleep ſits dewy on the labourer's eyes, 15 
The world and all its buſy follies leave, 
And talk with wiſdom where my DArRHNIs lies 


There let me ſleep, forgotten, in the clay, 
When Death ſhall ſhut theſe weary aching eyes, 


Reſt in the hopes of an eternal day, 
Till the long night is gone, and the an & moni 
RENE, © | ,- 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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